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THE EPISTOLARY CORRESPONDENCE 

O F 

SIR RICHARD STEELE. 

IN TWO VOLUMES. 



Hail, mighty name! of all thy pen 
Has dropty to charm both gods and men. 
Time nor oblivion ne'er Ihall boaft 
Qne line or iingle period loft ! 



f ■* 




-J^-.v/^ .««--- 



^amtain, great Sage, .thy deathlefe name, 
Thou canft no wider ftretch thy fame. 



MDCCLXXXVn., 
*^^ Entered at Stationeks'^hall. 
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C V 3 

PREFACE. 



THE following calleftbn of Letters^ 
though the genuine effuiions of one 
of the moft elegant writers in the Englifh 
language, can add little to the reputation 
-of a literary charader which has been 
long ago felly eftablilhed ; being in ge- 
neral the hafty produftions of his pen, in* 
tended only for private infpedion ; and fome 
of them evidently fcribbled when their 
amiable author was probably not in the very 
beft conditiou for pennaanfhip. The" fub- 
je£ls of many of them are trivial and do^ 
meftic, fuch as may at firfl: be fuppofed not 
very interefting to the publick, and from 
moft men would be deemed inlignificant 
and below^ttention ; but as they contain 
the private and undifguifed opinions of the 
man, who took upon himfelf to be the 
Ccnfor of the age, and for years exercifed 
that delicate office with fuitable dignity, 
and general approbation, it may excite nq 
a 3 , little 
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vi PREFACE. 

little curiofity to obferve how he con- 
duced himfelf in thofe concerns and 
occurrences^ of life, through which he 
fo ably direfted others. Not a lingle 
fcrap of them has been fuppreffed ; nor is 
there a tine in the whole publication, which 
does not, in the opinion of the Editor, go 
jp confirm *U that has lately been faid for 
the fuperiority o£Steele!s underftanding 
^nd his heart, in the Notes tothenewedi* 
tion of the Tatler. Thefe Letters ma- 
oifqft throughfout, with irrefiftible convic- 
tion, the very, many excellent and amiable 
qufllitiiBS, which greatly endeared this pub- 
He benefaftor to Ibciety ; and in proof of 
their authenticity, we fee in them with re- 
gretv indubitable marks of ** that impru- 
*^ deiice of geiaerofity-, or vanity of profu- ' 
^' fion, which kept Stekle always incu- 
^ rably necefStous,** and ihaded his fine 
charaSeir. Confidering the conflant vexa* 
tion and ferious inconveniencies of whidi 
it was the caufe or the occafion, to himfelf 
and his family, nothing can be feid to ex- 
cufe &TEE£-E*s Inattention to oeconomy ; it 
was however more pardonable, and the lefs 

reproachable, 

7 
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#e^ic^cl)tble, ^s in the end ht Al^ ample 
jufticc to his creditors. Our regret on every 
iuftance which thefe Letters aflford of this 
ktdHcrettani is very greatly ai^mfehted, by 
(»ir admirattidn and love of that extenfivb 
and indefatigable philanthropy, to which 
l¥e are principally indebted for a Jong fb^ 
tics of well-written papers, fraught with 
Valuable leilbds of inorality and good- 
breeding, which have doubtlefs cbntributed 
rtiy much to the intellcftual in^provement^ 
^pd moral refiheaaent, of both fexes, in this 
eountry. Excepting however what refers 
io tiieie Letters to the lamentable failure 
of a>ndu£i: abovenxentioned, too well afcer^ 
fainisd before } no publkation of Steele 
tedoujfkb nbore to hi^ honour as a nxan, than 
tbe pre&Qft. It fhetvs him to have been a 
&xm and confcieiitjbus patriot ; a faithful, 
ftfibfiktonat^ bufbfand i a fond, indulgent pa^ 
rent ; and, even at this period, if it does not 
iiuftrate, it tcry mvith enhances the value 
0f his writings, both moral and political, to 
know with certainty, that the falutary in- 
ftrudions srnd fiibliine precepts, fo much 
admired, and fo well received, from the fic- 
titious UaAC BlCKERiTAFF^ cf^. were no 
a 4 other 
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other than the genuine fentimentSi and hsr- 
, bitual pradice^ of the real Sir Richard 
Steels. 

ThefedocumehtSjWhichfortunatelycome 
in feafonable aid of what has been lately ad- 
vanced for the firft time, and with great juf- 
tice it feems, in favour of Steele's ill- 
known or much-injured charader, fell, after 
his death, iiito the poffeffion of his eldeft 
daughter Elizabeth, a lady who, with a 
charming perfon, inherited the many en- 
dearing qualities of her father, both of the 
head and heart ; and whofe hereditary be- 
nignity of difpofition, which felf-intereft 
could not, and prudence did not fufficiently 
reftrain, was at laft equally fatal to her for-* 
tune, as it had been to that of her father. 

Many interefting particulars of this lady, 
the feveral matrimonial connections ihe 
declined, and her union with Mr. Trevor^ 
afterwards Lord Trevor, appear in the 
courfe of thefe Letters, In 1764, Sept. 27^ 
ihe loft her hufband ^ at Bath, at which 

* Lord Trevor was buried with great magnifioence ia the 
family vault at Bromham, where a monument defigoed by 
the late Prince Hoare of B^ith, with a ihort infcr^tioi^ 
written by Lady Trevor, ll erected to his meiaoiy. 

place 
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place flie from that time chiefly rciided ; 
andt fome years after, ihe loftalfo her only 
childt Diana, who was remarkably beatiti- 
fdl, though unfortunately an ideot. But the 
evening of her life was rendered much more 
comfortable than it might otherwife have 
been after the diminution of her fortune, by 
the love and attention of Mrs. Thomas, an 
only daughter of . Mi's. Aynfton *, for 
whom flie had, when a child, inibibed a 
fifterly afFe^kion. Her Ladyihip had .been 
induced, from her regard and love for the 
mother, to take the daughter under her pro- 
teftion very early in life ; and (he conti* 
nued her attachment, after the death of 
Mrs. Aynfton, with uncommon marks of 
favour and afFedlion, until her own death. 
This patronage of Mrs. Thomas was 
not confined to herfelf only, but eltend- 
ed alfo to her fons, with much greater 
partiality than even (he herfelf had experi- 
enced, being from their birth conftantly 

* A natural datighter of Sir Richard Steele, of. whom 
he was very fond, and on whom he beftowcd a very gen* 
ted and liberal education. See p. 261 1 Of this lady Mr. 
Thoraat has a good portrait. 

treated, 
3 . 
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treated, both by Lord and Lady TreVO#> 
rfme Ut^e their owfl children than the chiL«- 
4r€ii of a depfhdaat. L»d Tretor bail 
oftea figni&d bis intentioa of providing for 
them both; but they wete too young to 
derive any other advantage from fudu an 
honourable patronage during his life. The 
indulgeaces which thcfe children daily ref- 
eeived, and the e^^trenie partiality of Lady 
Trevor both tp Mrsi. Thpraas jnd her fons^ 
rendered his Lordihip lefs anxioijs about 
snaking any permajam>t px0vifK>n fpr them ; 
«nd having left her I^adyihip ibleexeputri* 
to a very" anapk forti^ne, thua adding lo bet 
oat wal difpofition the power of doing gool^ 
be could not estterta[hi » doubt but i^tiy 
Wiould he taken care of« The goodiiefs ^f 
her Ladyflbip fully juiftified his LordlShip's 
^{adbn ; for» after his deathy her iboduef^ 
lor Mrs^ Thomas increafed, and the educa-^ 
tion of her fons became a v»y imterial 
iOjEHrero: wkh her, the max^agimei^t gf 
which fhe undertook to dired ; and, as they 
^irew viff file ftill continued to honour 
them with all the attention aad iodulgencc^ 
of a parer^tir 

Her 
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Her Ladyihip had at various times, par- 
ticularly towards the latter |>art of her life^ 
concerted many plans to piovide for them^ 
and particularly for Mrs. Thooftas v which, 
confidering that, after forty years anxious 
and unremitting attention to her Ladyihip 
and her family, age and infirmity were 
drawing on, became at laft a matter of 
confeience with her Ladyflrip, aoii dftd- 
ed in a determination to leave to her 
what little remained iu her power. LMf 
Trevor ofton confided her kind intentioof 
to Mrs. Thomases eldeft ion, to whom . 
the following Letters were given fome few 
months before her death, and likewife maiif 
particular diredions concerning the <lifpo(kl 
of her other efiedts, and her funeral^. Sbe^ 
in the moft patlietic manner, engaged hini 
to fee each particular properly executed; 
and, to impower him to do fo^ a wiHi w» 
tQ haveb^en put into his hands, which her 
LadyOiip pofiponed from tiooe to tioiey tUi 
a paralytic ilroke fuddenly deprived Ji>er ^f 
the ^wer of fulfilUng her dcfign— — 

* In particular fljc rcqucfted to be buried near ier 
daughter Diana at Fofcott, a Iktk vilUge al|Q!at.feY(il0ufes 
from Bath, where her d^i^htor j:efi<i^4 IbiQe few X^^^ t^* 
fore her death. 

Sho 
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She died on the firft of January^ i J782, 
and was privately interred in the parifli 
church of Watcott, near Bath. 

What thou^ no fculptur'd tomb Gontains thy duft^ 
Nor blazoD'd lines proclaim thee good and juil ; 
. What though no.ftone, that bears a fond farewell^ 
Shews to th* enquiring eye thy hallow'd ceil ; 
Yet memory oft the facred talk lliall claim. 
Dwell on thy virtues, and revere thy name« 

Thus far the Reader is addrefled in the 
fentiments, and almoft in the words, of 
Mr. Thomas. It is not within the pur* 
pofe of this Preface to enter farther into 
the private hiftory of Lady Trevor's circum-* 
fiances. Her perfonal property devolved 
to the Rev. David Scurlock, of Blen- 
corfe, nearly related to her mother, who 
took pofleffion, among other articles, of a 
large coUedion of letters; which muft, 
doubtlefs, contain fome that would highly 
gratify the public curiofity. Lady Trevor 
had alfo many capital portraits ; particu* 
larly thofe of her father and mother, both, 
by Kneller ; a portrait of Lord Trevor^ 
and one of Mifs Trevor ; the late Duke 
and Dutchefs of Marlborough, the prefent 
Duke and Dutchefs, and Lord Charles 
Spencer ; the Earl and Countefs of Pern- 
broke ; 
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broke ; Lady Diana Beauclerk, with feve- 
ral fine drawings in crayons by that lady ; 
and her own pifture, with that of Mrs. 
Thomas, by Pine, on the fame canvafs* 
All thefe were fold by auftion at Bath in 
May, 1782, with her houftiold furniture, 
medals, and a valuable library of books 
collc£ted by herfelf and her father* 

All the Letters which are contained in 
the firft volume (three hundred and eighty- 
four in number) are now for the firft time 
printed. They were preferved with gceat 
care by Lady Trevor; and were by her 
given, as has been faid already, to Mr. 
Thomas. From him they were purchafed 
by the Editor ; who has finqe had the ho- 
nour of prefenting the originals to the 
Curators of the Britifli Mufeum. 

In fearching for the notes and illuftra- 
tions, it was difcovered that there were 
feveral detached Letters of Steele, in va- 
rious publications, which, if coUeded, 
would materially illuftrate his character. 
Of thefe a diftinft feries is here formed, 
which it was at firft intended to add to the 
prefent volume as an Appendix ; but, hav- 
ing grown too bulky for that purpofe, it 

has 
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has been thought more advifable to piiblifli 
them as 9 (HftinS volume. Perhaps it 
tmj not be difagreeable to the reader to 
trace in then> this great man's aftoniftiing 
powers in varying thefe progreffive com- 
plimentary addlriBjSes to his friends and pa- 
trons. At any rate, they contain in them-^ 
felves fufficient intrinfic merit to fuperfede 
|dl apology for their rerp^b^cation. 

'^rili^, 1787. 
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S T E E L E * S 
i;PISTOLARY CORRESPONDENCE. 

L E T T E R I. To Mrs.'^ Scurloc*. 

MadaMs [Saturday, Aug. 9,] 1707 t- 

YOUR wit and beauty are fuggeftions 
which may eafily lead you into the inten- 
tion of my writing to you. You may be furc 
that I cannot be cold to fo many good qualities 
as all that fee you mull obferve in you. You 
are -a woman of a very good underflandingi and 

^ Mrs. Mary Scurlock, afterwards ladj Steele^ daughter 
and fole heirefs of Jonathan Scurlock, efq, of the county of Caer- 
marthen, was* at this tinne a beautiful young lady about the 
tige of eight or nine-and-twenry. Sir Richard has drawn a Tery 
amiable character of her in a dedication prefixed to the third to* 
iume of '< The Ladies Librajry." She is ftyled here, according 
to the mode of the time when this letter was written, not Mifi^ 
but Mifrgfs ScujlLOCK, though her mother was Hill living. 
The appellation of Mifs was then appropriated to the daughters 
of gentlemen under the age of teot or given opprobriouily to 
young gentlewomen reproachable for the giddinefs, or irregula* 
rity of their condu£^. See the new editipn of *< The TatL£r/* 
vol. I. N<* 10, M9te\ and N'' 13, an4 notg. 

t The day of the month is cut out by j^lrs. Scurlock from 
this and a few of the following letters | and in fome others the 
figures have been clumfily altered, in order to difguife the cxaft 
dates from a confidential friend to wh6m ihe appears to have 
Aewed them. Many concurring circumftanceSy however^ confirA 
ihe conje^und dates here inferted in hooks* 

B will 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



a STEEL E*S tETTERS 

^ill not me^fure my thoughts by any ardour m 
my«xpreffions, which is the ordinary language 
on thefe occafions. 

I have i;eafons for hiding from my neareft re^ 
latioA any purpofe I may have recited upon of 
waiting on you if you permit it ; and I hope 
you have c onfid e n ce from mine, as well as your 
own. character, that fuch a condef«enfion ihould 
notl)e ill ufed by^ Madam^ your moft obedient 
fcrvant, R. Steele, 



LETTER II ♦. To Mrs, Scurlock, 

Mapam, [Aug. II,] 1707* 

I WRIT to you an Saturday by Mrs. War- 
ren, and give you this trouble to urge the 
fame requefi I macle then ; which was^ that I 
may be admitted to wait upon you. I ihoul4 
be very far from defiring tbis^if it were a tranf*^ 

♦ The admirers of "Stible will recognift this letter, whtdk 
they have read £0 frequentlj in the Tatlex, N« 35 ; where It 
is thus introduced as an article from White's Chocohitewhoure : 
** I know no manner of news for this place, but that Cynthio, 
* having been long in AefpSih for the inexorable Clarifla, lately 
**« rcfoived to fall in love the good old way of bargain and faU, 
•* and has pitched upon a very agreeable young woman. He 
" will undoubtedly fuccecd ; for he accotts her in a'ftrain of fa- 
*• miliarity, without breaking through the deference that is due 
••to a woman whom a man would chufe for his life. I haVc 
*• hardly ever heard rough truth fpokcn with a better -grace than 
** in this hh letter." Mrs. tTarren, in the Ta TIER, is changed 
'to Mrs. iTtty; and fo it is in the origtimi MS. whence the leuitr 
is now printed. 

2 greffion 
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T6 Mm. SCURLOCK. s 
greffion of the moft fevere rules to allow It : I 
know you arc very much above the little art* 
which are frequent in your fex of giving unne- 
eefiary torment to their admirers ; therefore 
hope you will do fo much juftice to the gene« 
tous paffion I have for you, as to let me have aa 
opportunity of acquainting you upon what mo- 
tives I pretend to your good opinion. I ihall 
)aot trouble you with my (entimepts till I kuow 
how they will be received ; and as I Jcnpw do 
reafon why difference of fex ihould make our 
language to each other differ from the ordinary 
xules of right reafon, I fliall aSed plainnefs and 
incerity in my difcourfe to you, as much as 
other lovers do perplexity and rapture. Initead 
of faying */ 1 (hall die for you/' I profcfs I fliould 
be glad to lead my life with you. You are as 
beautiful, as witty, as prudent, and as good-hu« 
moured, as any woman breathing ; but I mqft 
confefs to you, I regard all thefe excellencies as 
you will pleafe to dired them for my happinefs 
or mifery. With me. Madam, the only lafting 
motive to love, is the hope of its becoming mu- 
tual. I beg of you to let Mrs. Warren fend me 
word when •{ may attend you. I promi(e you ]L 
will talk of nothing but indifferent things; 
though, at the fame time, I know not bow I 
ihall approach you in the tender moment of firft 
feeing you after this declaration which has been 
made by, Madam, your moft obedient and Jtioit 
faithful humble fervant. Rich. Steele. 

Ba LETTER 
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•<4 STEELE'S L E T T E It S 

LETTER IIL To Mrs* Scurlock. 

t Madam, [Aug. 14,] 1707. 

I CAME to your houfe this night to wait on 
you ; but you have commanded me to exped: 
the happinefs of feeing you at another time of 
Tmore ieifurc. I am now under your own roof 
.vrhile I write; and that imaginary fatisfadtion of 
being fo near you, though not in your prefence, 
-has in it fdmething that touches me with fo ten^ 
der ideas, that it is impoffible for me to deicribe 
-their force. All great paffion makes us dumb ; 
'and the higheft happinefs, as well as higheft 
grief, feizes us too violentlyto be exprcffed by 
lour words. v 

You are fo good as to let me know I fliall 
have the honour of feeing you when I next 
come here. 1 will live upon that expedtation, 
and meditate on your perfections till that happy 
hour. The vaineft woman upon earth never 
•faw in her glafs half the attradtions which I view 
•in you. Your air, your Ihape, your every 
glance, motion, and gefture, have fuch peculiar 
graces, that you poffefs my whole foul, and £ 
know no life but in the hopes of your approba- 
tion : I know not what to fay, but that I love 
.you with the fincereft pafEoa that ever entered 
•the heart of man. I will malje it the bufinefs 
:t)f my life to find out means of convincing you 

that 
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that I prefer you to all that is pleafing upon 
earth. I am, Madam^ your moft obedient, molt 
faithful humble fervant. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER IV. To Mrs. Scuhlock. 

Madam, Friday Morning [Aug. 15, 1707]. 

HOPING you are in good health, as 1 am^ 
at this prefent writing, 1 take the liberty' 
of bidding you good morrow, and thanking you: 
for yefterday's admiflion. To know fo much' 
pleafure with fo much innocence is, methinks, 
a fatisfaftion beyond the prefent condition of 
human life ; but the union of minds in pure af- 
feftion is renewing the firft llate of man. , 

You cannot imagine the gratitude with which. 
I meditate on your obliging behaviour to me, 
and how much improved in generous fentiments 
I return from your company : at the fame time 
that you give me paffion for yourfelf, you in* 
ipire me alfo with a love of virtue. 

Mrs. Warren informed me of your intention* 

on Sunday morning. I forbear indulging myfelf 

in a ilyle which my eager wiflies prompt me to, 

. out of reverence to that occafion. I am, Ma«. 

damj, your moll obliged, moll faithful fervant, ' 

' Rich. Steele. 

* To receive the facrament j fee p. 7. 

B3 LETTER 
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• STESLE'S LETTERS 

LETTER V. To Mrs* Scurlock. 

Madam, Aug. i6*, 1707. 

BEFORE the light this morning dawned 
upon the earth, I awaked, and lay in ex- 
pectation of its return ; not that it could give 
any new fenfe of joy to me, but as I hoped it 
would blefs you with its chearfwl face, after a 
quiet whith I wished you lad night. If ray 
prayers are heard, the day appeared with all the 
influence of a merciful Creator upon yo.ur perfon 
and adions. Let others, my Ipyely charmer, 
talk of a blind being that difpofes their hearts ; 
I contemn their low images of love. 1 have not 
a thought which relates to you, that I cannot 
with confidence befeech the All-feeing Power to 
blefs me io- May he direft you in all your 
fteps, and reward your innocence, your fan^ity 
of manners, your prudent youth, and becoming 
piety, with the continuance pf His grace and 
prote&ion. This is an uniifual language to la- 
dies; but you have a mind elevated above the 
giddy notions of a fex infnared by flattc^ry, and 

* The date in the origioal is here twice altered ; in the firft 
place, " Aug. 16" is changed to <« Aug. 23;" and Mn. S, 
(not thinking the difguife fufficient), his written voder it 
" Sept. 3, 1671 ;" and added this remark : " Though i made 
** him no dectaratibnl in his favour, you fee be had hopes of me 
** when he writ this in the month following . • • • . obedient 
*'fervantl" 

miiled 
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miiled by a falfe and flion adoratioti^ into a folid 
and loifg contempt. . Beauty, my fetreft crea- 
ture^ palls in the pofleffioii i but I love atfo your 
mind : your ihul is as dear to me as my own; 
and, if the advantage of a liberal education, 
fome kno^yledge, and as much contempt of the 
world, joined with endeavours towards a li% 
of ftrid: virtue and religion, can qualify me to 
raife new ideas in a bri?aft lb well difpofed as 
yours is, our days will pafs away with joy, and, 
inftead of introducing melancholy profpofts of 
decay, give us hope pf eternal youth in a better 
life. I have but few minutes from the duty of 
iny employment to write in, and without time 
tb read over what I have writ; therefore befeech 
yon to pardon the firft hints of my mind, which 
I have cxpreffcd in fo little order. I am, deareft 
creature, your moft obedient, mod devoted fer- 
yant, Rich. Steele. 



LETTER VI. To Mrs. Scvrlock. 

Madam, [Aug. 17,] 1707. 

I COULD not omit writing to you, though 
on Sunday morning, when 1 know I inter- 
lupt your meditation on higher fubjeds*]^ 
there is nothing but Heaven itfclf which 1 pre- 
fer to your love, which Ihall be the purfuit of 

* Th« facrament 5 fee p. 5. 

B4. my 
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my life ; and I hope there will not a.^ay appeaf 
to our lives end, wherein there wiU not appear 
fome inftance of an affe<ftion, not to be excelled 
but in the manfions of eternitjr,. to which -wc 
may recommend ourfeives by our behaviour to 
each other here» I am, my lovely charmer, 
your obedient ••••••*• '^ 



LETTER VII. To Mrs. Scurlock. 

Madam» Lord Sunderhnd's Office, 1707. 

WITH what language Ihall I addrcfs my 
lovely fair, to acquaint her with the fen- 
timents of an heart Ihe delights to torture ? I 
have not a minute's quiet out of your fight ; 
and, when I am with you, you ufe me with fb 
much diftance, that I am flill in a flate of ab- 
fence ♦heightened with a view of the charms 
which I am denied to approach. In a word, 
you muft give me either, a. fan, .a mafk, or a 
glove, you have wore, or I cannot live ; other- 
wife you muft expcdl TU kifs yotir hand, or, 
when I next fit by you, fteal your handkerchief. 
You yourfelf are too great a bounty to be re- 
ceived at once; therefore I muft be prepared by 
degrees, left the mighty gift diftradt me witfc 
joy. Dear^Mrs. Scurlock, I am tired with call- 
ing you by that name ; therefore fay the day in 

* The name is Jiere cut out. 

which 
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which you will take. that of, Madam^your moft 
obedient, rnoft derated humble fervant, 

1 Rich. Steele* 



LETTER VIII. To Mrs. Scurlock. 



Madam, Smith-ftreet, Wcftminftcr, 1707. 

I TAKE up pen and ink to indulge the fenfi« 
bility of n>ind I am under, in Fefle^Ung upon 
the agreeable company in which I pafled yefler* 
day evening. The day hangs heavily upon me, 
and the whole bufinefs of it is an impertinent 
.guilty dream m comparifon of the happinefs of 
a few moments of real life at your houfe, which 
go off in privacy and innocence. Were it pof- 
fible the concern I have for you were mutual, 
how tedious would be the moments of each 
other's abfence, how fleeting the hours we 
ihould be together 1 how would my mirth be 
heightened! how my forrow banifhed by the 
appearance of a imile in that counteiyince, where 
are fo charmingly painted complacency, good* 
fenfe, innocence, honour, and truth ? Since this is 
thefigure you bear in my imagination, you cannot 
blame my defire of having thofe good qualities 
my conllant companions, and for ever engaged 
in my interefts. My heart overflows with the 
pleafing profpedts which throng into my mind 
when 1 think of you. What fliall I fay I Pr'y- 

thee. 
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Oust^ &frs* Scurlock^ have pity oti^ Madint^ 
you^r m9# obecUent^ iaiofi;£6tkftil fereant^ 

Rich, Steele. 



Letter ix, tp m^?* ScvatocK, 

• MaoaM| .' 8itidi*ftraet, Weftminfter, i707* 

I LAY dftwa la^ m^kt witb fdur m^ tn 
my tbcmght8| ainl iisLfe awaked tbis tnwtiii^ 
in the fame coott mpladoti^ Tke pfr afing^ tra&«> 
fport with which I am delighted^ has a {wttttith 
kt it, attended ^ith a train >f ten thoufand fofn 
iisAres, ^xaatne$^ and, 4:aref. The day arifes oa 
siy h«pe$ with new brightnefs} yomh, beauty, 
4Uid innooence, are the charming ohjeett that 
Aeal me from myfelf, and §Rre me joys above 
the teach of ambition^ pride, or glory. Believe 
me^ fair one, to tfardrw tny£df at your feet is 
^tiflg mylelf the bigheft blifs I know on earth. 
Ob, baftc« ye minutes ! bring on the happy 
•morning wherein to be ever her's will make me 
feok down on thrones ! Dear Molly, I am paf-r 
fionatdy^ faithfully thine. Rich. Steblb. 



LETTER 
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I.ETTER X. To Mrs. SciMttocK. 

Madam, Aug. a2, 1707 S. 

IF my yigilance, and ten doufand wiibcs for 
, your welfare and repofc, could have any 
force^ you laft night ilept in fecurity^ and had 
every good angel in your attendance. To have 
my thoughts ever fixed on you, to live in co0« 
iflant fear of every accident to which human life 
is liable^ and to fend up my hourly prayers to 
avert them from you ; I fay. Madam, thus to 
think, and thus to fuffer, is what I do for her 
who is in pain at my approach, and calls all my 
tender forrow impertinence. You are now be- 
fore my eyes, my eyes that are ready to flow 
with tenderncfs, but cannot give relief to my 
gulhing heart, that did:ates what I am now fay- 
ing, and yearns to tell you all its achings. Ho^ 
art thou, oh my foul, ftolen from thyfclf ! ho^V 
is all thy attention broken ! My books are blank 
paper, and my friends intruders* I have no 
hope of quiet but from your pity : to grant it, 
would make more for your triumph. To give 
pain, is the tyranny, to make happy, the true em- 
pire, of beauty. If you would confider aright, you 

* This date is in part cut out, and fupplied with " Aug. 9, 
*« 1671." Over "Madam," at the beginning, Mrs. S. has 
written *' Andromache," and fubftituted *' Madam" for *' dear 
•< Mrs. Scurlock'^ at ^e end. 

would 

/ 
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would find an agreeable change^ in diftniffing the 
attendance of a Have, to receive the complai- 
fance of a companion. I bear the former, in 
hopes of the latter condition. As I live in chains 
without murmuring at the power which inflifts" 
them, fo I could enjoy freedom without forget- 
ting the mercy that gave it.. .Dear Mrs. Scur- 
lock, the life which you beftow on me fliall be 
90 more my own. I am, your moft devoted, 
mod obedient fervant^ Rich. Steele. 



L E T T E R XI. To Mrs. Scurlock. 

Madam, Chelfea, Aug. 25, 1707. 

I AM obferved, by a friend who is with me, in 
every gefture and motion I make. I have 
ftole a moment, while he is in next room, totel! 
the charmer and infpirer of my foul I am her 
devoted^ obedient fervant. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER XIL To Mrs. Scwrlock. 

My dearcft Creature, Thurfday, Aug. 27, 1 707. 

I BEG the favour of you to let me pafs this 
day in your company. I have contrived my 
bufinefs fo, that I have till eight at night, at my 
own difpofal. 1 can come in a coach ; and Mrs." 
Warren being in the way, may let me in without 
4 obfervation. 
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obfcrvation. My loved creature, do not denf 
thisrequeft^ nor think I am capable of being 
allowed thiit liberty without a true fenfe of your 
goodnefs to me in it. Your generous conde*- 
fcenfion in all your carriage towards me^ fhall al» 
ways give you a powerful and lafting influence 
upon the thoughts and actions of him who hopes 
to be. Madam, your moft obliged and grateful 
hufband. Rich. St££le, 



LETTER XIIL To Mrs. Scurlock. 

Madam, Aug. 29, 1707. 

I FEAR it will be an hour later than ufual 
that I wait upon you to night •, for I have aa 
appointment which will detain me, and which 
^concerns both; you, and. Madam, your moft 
obliged, moft obedient humble fervant, 

Rich. Steels* 



LETTER XIV. To Mrs. ScuRLocK* 

Madam, ^ Aug. 30, I707» 

I BEG pardon that my paper is not finer, bcit 
\ am fbrced to write from a coffee-houfe 
where I am attending about buiinefs. There is 
a dirty crowd of bufy faces all around me, talk* 
ing of money ; while all my ambition, all my 
wealth, is love 1 l.ove, which animates my 

heart. 
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heart, fwectens my humoUr> enlarges my fou^, 
and aflTeas every aftion of my life. It is to my 
lovely <:harmer I owe^ that many noble ideas are 
continually affixed to my words and adions ; it 
is the natural effedt of that generous paffion^ to 
create in the admirer fome fimilitude of the ob- 
je& admired. Thus, my dear, am I every day 
to improve from fo fweet a companion. Look 
up, my fair one, to that Heaven which made 
thee fuch, and join with me to implore its in^ 
fluence on our tender innocent hours, and be- 
feech the Author of love, to blefs the rites he 
^as ordained, and mingle with our happinefs a 
juft fenfe of our tranfient condition, and a refig- 
Aatiun to Jtlis will, which only can regulate our 
minds to ft ileady endeavour to plede Him and 
each other. I am for ever your faithful fervant^ 

R» Sr££L£ii 



LETTER XV. To Mrs. Scurlock. 

Dear, lovely Mrs. Scurlock, 

Saturday-night [Aug. 30, 1707 J. 

IH A V E been in very good company, 
where your health, under the charafber of 
the wman I loved bejl^ has been often drunk ; 
fo that I may fay I am dead drunk for your 
iake, which is more than *• I die for you.'* 

Jl. Steele. 

LETTER 
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to: Mm. S.C 0ft LbCt^ is 

I^ T T E R XVI. To Mr?, Scp&Loci:. 

Madam» Sept. I, 1707 ♦. 

IT i^ tbc bardril thiog in thie world to be in 
lov€j and yet attend bufinefs. As for me, 
all wjbo fpeak to me find me out, and I mult 
lock myfdf nip, or other people will do k 
-tut tncu 

Aigeiitleimn a&c^ me this momihg, ^^ What 
** news from Liibon^f ? and I anfwered, " She 
^ is eacquifitely handfome/^ Another deflred to 
know ^ when I had been laft at Hampton- 
court t?** I teptUed, *« It will be on Tuefday pome 
«* fe'nnight." Pjr'ythee allow me at Icaft to 
kifs your hand before that day §, that my mind 
majT be in fome compoffire« || Oh love i 

A thoufand torments dwell about thee. 
Yet who w^ould live, to live without thee? 

Methinks I could write a volume to yotr; 
but all the language on earth would fail in fa^« 
ing how muchj and with what difinterefted p$^« 
fion^ I am ever yours. Rich. St)£ei^« 

♦ The date of thjf letter it alterc4 to ** Sept. 15, 1671 f' and 
'Mrs. S. has remarked on it, <<'The two next were written after 
the 4ay -for oar marriage was fixed.*' 
^t Altered by Mrs. S* to " Holland/' / 

"*$ Altered to '* Windfor ;" and the replj in the next line is 
Ranged to, '' 4&he defigns to go with me.** 
§ Altered to ** the appointed day." 
tl Thefe two mocds and the fallowing coupUt Are firuck out. 

LETTER 
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•^LETTER XVII. To Mrs. SciuiLtowc 

I>EAR Creature, 
; Sept. 2, 1707, between One and Two. 

EVER fince feven this morning I have been 
in company; but have ftole a moment^ to 
:pour out the fulnefs of my thoughts, and com- 
plain to you of the interruption that 4mperti- 
nerit amufement called l>ufinefs has given mcp 
•amidft my contemplation on the beft of women, 
'and the mod agreeable objeft that ever charmed 
-the heart of man. rl zm, deareft, lovelieft crea* 
iture, eternally thine^ • ' Rich. Steele* 



LETTER XVilL To Mrs. Scurlocic. - 

. Dear Creature, 

Sept. 3, 1707, Seven in the Morning*. 

NEXT to the influence of Heaven, I am to 
thank you that I fee the returning day 
• with pleafure. To pafs my evenings in fo fweet 
a converfation, and have the efteem of a woman 
of your merit, has in it a particularity of hap- 
pinefs no more to be exprefled than returned* 
But I am, my lovely creature, contented to be 
on the obliged fide, and to employ all my days 
in new endeavours to convince you^ and all thp 

♦ Date chani^ed to « oa. 23, i«7i,** 

world. 
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.world of the fenfe I have gf your condefce.nfion 
jn chufiag, Madam, your moil faithful, moft 
obedient humble fervant, Rjlch. Steele. 



LETTER XTX.* To Mrs. Scurlock. 

' Madam, , • ,,. . 

Lord Sunderland's diHe*e,'*'Vvhitehall, Sept. 3, 1707*. 

THE young lady, your daughter, fold me 
Ihb had a letter from you of '2 2d inftant, 
wherein you gave her the higheft marks of your 
affeiSionyand anxiety foir her welfare, in relation 
to me. The main profpedfc on thefe occafions is 
that of fortune ; therefore"! Ihall very candidly 

.giviq you an account of myfelf as to that parti- 

^culac^ /-MjLlate wife had fo extreme a value for 
me, that.lbe, by fine, conveyed to me her whole 

.eftate, fitukte in Barbados, which, with the 
ftock and Haves (proper fecurities being given 

•for the payment of the rent), is let for eight 
hundred and fifty pounds^ per annum, at half- 
yearly payments ; that is to fay, 425 1. each firft 

.of May,. and 425 1. each firftof December. This 
eftate came to her incumbejed with a debt of 
3000 K by legacies and debts of her brother, 
whofe executrix Ihe was, as well as heirefs. I 
muft coofefs, it has not been in my power to kf- 

* The original date of this letter to Mrs. Scurlock's mother, 
is altered here, from Sept. 3, to Sept. 30, 17C57. 

C . fen- 
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fen the incumbrance, by reafon of chargeable 
fickneffes, and not having at that time any em« 
ployment of profit. But at prefent, and ever 
fince May iaft, I have been appointed by the 
Secretaries of State to write the Gazette, with a 
falary of jooli a year, paying a tax of 45 !• I 
am alfo gentleman-waiter to his Royal Highnefs 
the Prince, with a fehry of lool. a year, not 
iubjeft to taxes. 

Thus my whole income is at £. s. d. 
fxtknt fer annum - - 1250 o o 

Deduft the intereftof 3000I. .180 o o 
Taxes for my employment '45 o o 

225 o o 



Remains after thefe dedudions 1025 o o 
This is. Madam, the prefent ftate of my affairs ; 
and, though this income is fo large, I have not 
taken any regard to lay up any thing further 
than jufl what pays the intereft abovementioned* 
If I may be fo happy to obtain your favour, fo 
as we may live together with finglenefsof mind, 
1 (hall readily go intoilich meaiures as fliail be 
thought moft advifable for our mutual intereft ; 
and, if it is thought fit, will fell what I have in 
the Plantations* Your daughter acquaints me, 
there is a demand of 14001. upon youreftate,. 
the annual income of which is better than 400!. 
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per arm. You have now the whole view of both 
our drcutnflances before you ; and you fee there 
is foundation for our living in an handfome 
manner^ provided we can be of one mind ; 
without which 1 could not propofc to myfelf 
any happincfs or bleffing, were my circum- 
ftances ever fb plentiful. I am at a prefent 
jundure in my ^ffairs^ and my friends are in 
great power, fo that it would be highly necef* 
fary for us to be in the figure of life which we 
fliadl think convenient to appear in^ as foon as 
may be^ that I may profecute my expedations 
in a bufy way while the wind is for me^ with 
juft confideration that about a court it will not 
always blow one way. Your coming to tows is 
tnightily to be wifhed. I promife myfelf the 
pleafures of an induftrious and virtuous life^ in 
fiudying to do thing; agreeable to you. But I 
will not enlarge into profeflions.. I aflure you, I 
Ihalt always contepd with you who fliall lay thf 
greater obligations on the other ; and I can forn) 
to myfelf no greater fatisfa&ion than having ont * 
day your permifiion to fubfcribe myfelf^ Ma* 
dam^ your moft obedient fon^ and moft humble 
lervant. Rich. Stejbuu 

Writing is painful to me. 

If you inclofe your letters to your daugh« 
tcr, they will come free, ** To Richard 
*^ Steele, Efq. at the Sicretaf y'*s Office^ 

Car 4.ETTER 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ao ST E E L.:E'S ,L E T T E R S 



LETTER XX. To Mrs. Scurlock, 

Dear Miss* Mollv, Sept. 4, 1707 f* 

I AM loth to interrupt your prayers, or my 
indifpenfable buiinefs, with a long epiftlethis 
morning ; therefore forgive me that I only juft 
fay, I am ever yours, R. S. 

I ihall come at night, and make all the dif- 
patch ixere I can, not to be wanted. 



Letter xxl To Mrs. Scurlock. . 

Dear Madam, * Sept. 5, 1707.- 

TH E pleafing hope with which my mind is 
poflefled, is too delicate a touch of the 
foul to be explained, but it is founded on fo f(>- 
lid and lafting motives, that I am fure it will ac- 
-tuate the behaviour of my whole life ; for I do 
not entertain my imagination with thofe tran- 
fports only which are raifed by beauty, but fix it 
^Ifo on the fatisfadtions which flow from the re- 
verence due to virtue. Thus I am not only al- 
lured by your perfon, but convinced by your 
life, that you are the mod amiable of wome'rt. 
Let us go on, my lo^vely creature, to make our 

'^ ♦ Mi/s fetms *here ufcd as a terra of endearment. 

t The original date it here alte^d from Sept. 4, -to Sept. 14., 

1707. 

. :v * regards 
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regards to each other, mutual and unchangeable, 
that, while the world around us is enchanted 
with the falfe fatisfacjions of vagrant delires, our 
perfons may be flirines to each other, and facre4 
to conjugal faith, unreferved confidence, and 
heavenly, fociety. While we live after this man- 
ner, angels will be fo hx from being our fupc- 
riors, that they will be our attendants. Every 
good being guard my faireft, and conduct her tp 
that bofom that pants to receive her, and proted: 
'her from all the cares and viciffitudes of life with 
an eternal tendemcfs ! I am ever moft obligedly 
yx)urs. Rich. Steelb* 



LETTER XXIL To Mrs. Scurlociu . 

Madam, ,. , Saturday, Sept. 6, 1707. 

I AM at a friend's houfe, where they have 
, given me, as you fee, but very ordinary in- 
flruments to write with. However, I hope the 
fihcefity of my heart is not to be meafured^by 
thedrefs in which I cloath it. My thougiSs 
hurry upon me in confidecation of the approach 
of the moment in which thofe fair lips are to 
^ive me in pne, mbnpfyilable more than all the 
eloquence in the world can exprefs, when you 
fay Tes to the accepting of, "Madam, your moft 
pbligcd, n\oft grateful, moft obedient fervant, 

'i Rijch. Steele^ 

*• C3 JLETTE^ 
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X E T T E H XXIII. To M«t. Scuelock ♦• 

Madam, S^qpt. 7, 1707. 

IN obedience to your copimaui^^ by your 
daughter, of hearii^' every poft from this 
town of her health and welfare, I do myfelf the 
honour to infora^ you of it^ and humbly 4efirc 
you would accept of my own duty* 

I hope you have before now received a letter 
from pie wherein I laid before you at lai^e the 
ftate of my affairs ^"y and that, when we come 
to be acquainted, you will not efieem it a difad* 
vantageous accident that I havis the hmour of 
being, Madam, your mod: obedient fon, and 
moil bumble fervant, Eich. St&sle. 



LETTER XXIV. To Mn. Scuhlock. 

^ADAMi Sept. 9t» 

I HOPE your denying what I urged with fo 
much paffioD, and which I complained of 
in too vehement a manner^ has not been a grief 
to my tender onnpanioa ; for^ upon refle&ion 

^ To Mn. SicurIqck't«notI^er. 
+ SccLe«e/XlX. 

t The dare ii altered from Sept. ^, to Sepc tt. See Letter 
XXVL zndjuiti 

this 
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this morning, J extremely approve your condud, 
and take your behavioiir to proceed from an in* 
clination to come to my arms hallowed by your 
parent's bleffing. I comply with your meafures 
in bringing that happinefs about, and fhall be- 
have myfelf as if only m the beginning of a fa- 
cred love made at the altar. I promile to my- 
felf fincere felicity in a woman that can facrifice 
all defires to her duty ; and I aflure you, what- 
ever appearance of care and diflujrbance you 
may obferve now and then in my countenance, 
it is not the image of fpleen, ill-nature, or dif- 
fatisfadion, but a ftrong propenfity to make you 
the happieft of your fex ; which I fliall endea- 
vour to do, rather by an induilrious ambition to 
promote your fortune, than by a mere dalliance 
of your perfon only, to Ihow a greater regard to 
the beauty than the wife. I beg of you to ihow 
my letters to no one living, but let us be con- 
tented with one another's thoughts upoft our 
words and adions, without the intervention of 
other people, who cannot judge of fo delicate a 
circumftance as the commerce between man and 
wife. I am eternally yqurs^ K^ic^. ST££t£ji 
Pray write me a line. 



C4 LETTER 
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LETTER XXV. To Mrs. ScutiLocK. 

' Madam, Sept. lo, lyoy*,^' 

BEING very uneafy when a.bfent from yon,- 
1 defire you would give me leave to take- 
coach and come to your houfe; in order to 
which, pray let Warren be in the way to admi^ 
your moft obliged humble ftrvant, ' 

Rich. Steele* 



LETTER XXVI f. To Mrs. Scurlqck J, 

Madam, 

. ' Lord Sunderland's office, Whitehall, Sept. 20, 1707.. 

BY Tuefday's poft I took the liberty to 
write to you on the moft important oicCa- 
fion, and have been in ten thoufand anxieties 

ever 

* The date of this letter, which is direfted "'toMrsAVj^rcen,'* 
«enis to have been altered from Sept lo, to Sept. 13, 1707, 
f To Mrs. Scurlock's mother. See the next note, 
% ** It feems to mc thatthe two preceding ifttters to Mrs. Scur* 
ock's mother, were not fent according to their feal original 
dares. Perhaps Mrs. Scurlock, who probably' became Mrs. 
Steele on the 6th or 7th of Sept, 1707, prevented thcfe two 
letters, which arc marked N«> JLIX. and No :XX1IL froni 
being difpatched. There appears to have been an intention, oa 
her part, to have kept her marriage private, and to have abftained 
from her hulband*s bed, till hermother came from Caermarthen to 
hgr London houfe in Swallow-llreet. This fuppofition throws 
fomc light «n the letter marked N«> XXIV. and is^countenanccd 
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everfirice that time, for the re<:eption which that 
letter fe to find. The circumftanc^ is fo tender, 
and my happinefs hangs fo much updn it,' 
that I could not forbear feconding my firft ad* 
drefs to you with a fecond, though, I proteft to» 
you, I fet pen to japer with as much diffidence 
as if I Had the fame paffion for yourfelf as for 
your •d'aughter. 1 do not entertain you with an 
account of my fortune, aild thofe particulars 
which, will naturally be enquired into by a pa- 
rent, becaufe I doubt not but you have fo gooii 
an opinion of Mrs. Scurlock's prudence,, that 
you do not believe (he would throw 'herfelf 
away. As to your favour to my pretenfions, I 
hope it upon no other foundsftion, -than making 
it appear to youj:hat,.as to your own part in the 

by ^m^Iflr jn^ances of prudery, mentioned ip tfec jcaurft of 
Steele's correfpondence. His firft letters to his wife are not di- 
re^ed.to her, but to Mks. Warren^ witnefs the two folJowing, 
dated Sept. 21, and Oft. 6, 1707. Steele, it feems, did by no 
means relilh this way of proceeding. It appears from N*> XXIV. 
that he opposed it vvarpWyj^iand 1 fufpeft that hp wrote feveral 
letters on the fubje^fc, which .have not eCcapcd the wreck of 
time and chance. An attention to the dates' of the letters about 
this, time confirms me in th?fe opinion. On the 7th of 0£b. 
1707, Steele went into open rebellion, and diredis his letter 
to his wife, to Mrs. Steele, and perfuvered in his obflinacy- 
On the 13th of the fame month he begs pardon for evry aSi of 
rehellicny but then he feems to have carried his points, or pcr- 
Med neverthelefs. SetN° 19, et feq. The alterations and in- 
dorfements on fome of thefe letters, if made by Mrs. Mary 
^curlock, afterwards Lady Steele, are miferably bungled, and 
give no prqofs of her fagacity.*' I owe tl\is note to my good 
^|end^.^h« ANNOTATO& on theTaxler. 

affair. 
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affair^ there i$ not that man breathing that could 
come into your alliance, who fhould^ in all the 
ofHces of life, and peculiar efteem for yourfelf, 
exceed the gratitude of. Madam, your mod 
obedient, mod humble fervant. Rich. SxEELEfi 



LETTER XXVII. To Mrs. Scurlock- 

Deab. C&batuee, Sept 21, 1707. 

YOUR Jettcr gave me a great deal of fatis- 
faction. I haften my bufinefs, to fee you 
early in the evening. In the mean time, I recom- 
mend myfelf to your prayers and kind thoughts^ 
and am ever yours. Rich. St£«*e, 



LETTER XXVIIL To Mrs. Scuriock. 

Dear Creature, Oft. 0, 1707. 

I WRITE to tell you beforehand, that I am 
not in a very good humour; but all ftiall 
vanilh at her light whom Providence has given 
me for the banilhment of care, and the itor 
provement of delight to your moft obliged huf- 
band, and moft humble fervant, Rjcu. STEEtim 



LETTER 
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to Mut. SCURLOCK. tj 

LETTER XXIX. To Mrs. Scu&look. 

My Dsar» Oft. 7,, 1707. 

COUSIN PEN IS much in the fame condi- 
tion we left her laft night. I am going 
with great chearfulnefs and induftry about my 
bufinefs to-day, in order to pafs my time here- 
after, without interruption, with the moft agree- 
able creature living, which you are to the moft 
obliged man living. Your obedient hufband. 

Rich. Steele. 



LETTER XXX. To Mrs. ScuatocK. 

My loved Creature, Oft. 7, 1707. 

I WRITE this only to bid you good<night, 
and aflure you of my diligence in the matter 
I told you of. 

You may aflure yourfelf I value you accord- 
ing to your merit, which is faying that you have 
my heart, by all the tics of beauty, virtue, good- 
nature, and friendfliip. I find, by the progrefs 
I have made to-night, that I ihall do my bufinefs 
efiedually in two days time. Write me word 
you are in good-humour, which will be the 
liigheft pleafureto your obliged hufband. 

Rich. Steele. 
I fliall want fomc linen from, your houfe to- 
morrow. 

7 XETTER 
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LETTER XXXL To Mrs. Scurlock. 

r ■ • * 

; My dear Wif5, . . . .., Oflt. 8, j7jci2. 

YOU were not, I am furc,. awake fovlbofi 
as. I was for you, and defired ttie blefling 
of God upon you. .After that firil duty, n\y 
next 18 to let yoti know I am in health this 
^Tiorning, which I know you are folicitous for,. 
1 Ijelieve it would not be amifs if, fome tim^ this 
afternoon, you took a coach or chair, and went 
to fee an houfe next door to Lady Bulkley's, to- 
wards St. Jame&')5-ftf€€t, • which- is to be let. I 
have a folid reafon for quickening.my diligence 
in all affairs of the world, which is, that you arc 
my partaker in them, and will make me' labour 
^inore than any incitation of ambitjon or wealth 
could do. After I have implored the help of 
Providence, I will have no motive, to my aftioiis 
•but the love of the bed creature living, to whom 
I am an obedient huftaJnd, , Rich. Sieelb. 



•LilTTER XXXrr. ToMrs. SetJRLocK. 



t \ 



Dear Madam, Oft. 8> i7P7» 

I COULD not forbeaf letting, you kn^w, thgt 
I have received letters this moment from 
Barbado^, which will facilitate rqy bufi^efs j fo 
natural is it that all things mull grow better .by 

your 
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To Mrs. SCURLOCK.' ^9 

. your cQDdefcending to be partner to your moft 
obliged hufbaod, and moft bu;nble fervanr, 

. Rich. Steele, 



LETTER XXXIIL To Mrs. Scurlock,, . 

■.*..■• ' « » 

DsAR Madam, ■ ' 

Monday-morning,' Oa. 13, lyoyi 

THlS-'cJomes to beg your pardon fox' emery 
dSi of rehellion I have ever committed tt- 
gainfl: you, and to fubfcribe; myfelf ih au error 
for being impatient of your.Jund concern in in* 
terefting yourfelf with fo much afFecftion in all 
whicTi relates to me, I do not queftion but your 
prudence will be a lafting honour and advantage 
to me in all the occurrences of my. life; ^ 
chief happinefs In it is, tKat I have the honour 
of being, your' moft obliged hufband, and moft 
humble fervant, Rich. Steele.. 



LETTER XXXIV. To Mrs. Scurlock *• 

Honoured Mother, Ofl. 14, 1707. 

I AM very forry to find, by Mr. Scurlock's 
letter, that you keep your bed, which mak«fs 
me almoft in defpair of feeing you fo loon a8 I 
promifed myfelf. 

I have taken an houfe in Berry-ftreet, St, 

* His wife's mother. ' 

Jameses, 
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James's, and beg your leave to remove your 
goods thither ; where I hope we fliall live all 
together in the ftridteft love and friendfliipw 
Whatever better profpefts your daughter might 
well have given herfelf, from her great merit and 
good qualities^ I ihall take care to have it faid^ 
that Ihe could not have married more advanta- 
geoufly with regard to her mother, who ihall 
always £nd me her moil obedient fon, and moft 
humble fervant, Rich. St£EL£« 

Your daughter gives her duty td you. 



LETTER XXXV- To Mrs. Scuhlock. 

Dearcft Being on Earth, Oft. i6, 1707* 

PARDON me if you do not fee me till 
eleven o'clock, having met a fchoolfellow 
from India, by whom I am to be informed in 
things this night which extremely concern your 
obedient hufband, Rich. ,St££I£« 



LETTER XXXVL To Mrs. Scurlock. 

Mv Dear, Oa. 22, 1707. 

PRAY fend word where your landlord of the 
houfe in Swallow«ftreet lives, that my 
friend Col. Borr may treat with him for the 
boufe. Your obedient hufband. Rich. St£ele. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVII. To Mrs. Scurlock. 

My Dear, 
Eight o'clock^ Fountain Tavern, Oft. 22, i707, 

I BEG of you not to be uneaiy, for I have 
done a great deal of bufinefs to-day very 
fuccefsfuUy^ and wait an hour or two about mf 
Gazette. Your obliged hufband. 

Rich. Ste^i^b. 



LETTER XXXVIIL To Mrs. Scurlock. 
My Dbar, Oa. 28, 1707, 

Charing-crofs, almofi Three in the Afternoon. 

I HAVE been detained all thi^ morning foK- 
citing fome bufinefs between the Trcafury 
and«our office ; and my boy flipping^out of thd 
*ay, I have not had any one to fend that you 
might not ftay dinner. Mr. Addifon does not 
remove till tomorro\y9 therefore I cannot think 
of moving my goods out of his lodgings. 1 am 
come to a tavern alone to eat a ileak, after 
which I (hall return to the office, whither I dc- 
fire you would fend Wilf. I am with the moft 
tender alfe€tion^ your obedient hufband, 

R:CH^ Stbels. 
Send by Will the receipt *. 

« Sec Letter XXXIX, 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIX. To Mrs. Scurlock, [fetvj 

Honoured Madam, 

Lord Sufidepland's Office, Oft. a8, 1707. 

I Was very glad* to find iaft poft that my 
wife had a letter, which i-nforrned her of the 
amendment of your health. She tejls me there 
is, at the fame- time, anneflage fent her,- that vnf 
hrsthtt h required for the payipent of fome money 
in the country.^ I accordingly inclofe fuch a 
direftion *, and, in any thing tTiat it may bene- 
cetfeyy to have my concurrence, you havfe it 
without referve ;' for I fincerely rely upon ypur 
prudence and goodnefs, both in aftihg for me, 
.and in favour to me. If you think it convenient 
that I do this in a more formal way, be pleafed 
to command, Madam, your moft obedient foa^ 
,and moil humble fervant,. Rich. Steele*. 



LETTER XL. To Mrs. Scurlock, [fcn.J 

Honoured Madam, Nov. 4, 1707* 

I AM forry your indif|X)fition continues, and 
keeps you in the country ; I have myfelf 
been under, a very fevcre illnefs for fome days, 
but am now almoft recovered. This is my 

♦ Sec p. S. Letter XXXYUI. 

wife's 
I 
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life's birtli*ds(y *, and I am come down flairs 
to eelebfate it with as much good-humour as 
my ptefent health will permit. Your health is 
fiot omitted in our chearful moments, and your 
company will extremely improve them. I am. 
Madam, your mod obedient fon, and moft 
humble fervant. Rich. Steele. 

Your daughter has been very ill till this day* 
She gives her dutjr, 

LETTER XLL To Mrs. Scurlock |. 

Honoured Madam, Nov. 13, lyo^i 

I A M very glad to hear, by uncle Scurlock's 
laft letters, that you have taken-in your 
horfes in order to your journey^ Since my laft 
to you, I have had an afflidtion which was per- 
fedly new to me; .a fit of the gout. I am. a 
little awkward at my crutches, and have been 
not fo patient as longer experience of this fort 
of evil ufually makes us. Our new houfe will 
be ready for our goods next week ; and, as foon 
as it is fo, we will remove to it, I am out of 
pain, though I cannot ftirj in the mean while 

* Sec Letter I. note i. 

t From this place, \vhere*evcr a letter is addrefled " To Mrs. 
** Scurlock," it will be underftood to be tlie ino:her of Mrs. 
(afterwards Lady) Steeic. The XXXI firft lettijrs, though fo 
addrefled, are to the daiighter. Letters XXV. XXVIL— 
XXXllL XXXV, XXXVIIl. (being all after marriage) ihould 
haVe been " To Mrs. Steele." But this is accounted for iti the 
fecond note on Letter XX,VL p. »4 and 15, where, line ii from 
the bottom^ after ** time and chanccj^' add, « or rather which 
«• have beea indulWioufly fupprcfled.** 

D J'our 
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your daughter is ckneing at the other end d 
of the room. She gtves her duty to you. I am . 
cxtfemcly oblrged to my uncle Scurlock for hb 
kind prefent, which will be in town to-morrow 
night. I am, Madam, your moft obedient fon, 
and mpft humble fervant, Rich. Steele* 



LETTER XLIL To Mrs. Scurlock. 

Honoured Madam, 

Lord Sunderland's Office, Nov. ao> 1 707. 

MY wife fhcwed me a letter of the i5tb 
from Mrs. Pugh^ wherein there are the 
general complaints under which every body at 
prefent is fighing, whofe concerns are wholly iil 
iand. Chearful and ingenuous tempevs may 
agree fo well, and concert theif affairs in fuch a 
manner^ as to naakc all things eafy. I extremely 
long to fee you ; and hope to be on my legs to 
receive you, when I firft do myfelf the honaur 
of kneeling to you, and telling how much I sxn. 
Madam, your mof! obedient fon^ and moft 
humble fervant. Rich. Steele. 

My abfolute gpvernefs gives her duty t& you:. 



I 



LETTER XLIH. To Mfs. Steele. 

Dear Ruler, Dec. 8, 1707. 

CANNOT wait upoo you to day to Hamp- 
ton-Court. I hav€ the Weft-Indian bufineft 

on 
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oa my hands'*, and find very much to be done 
before Thurfday's poft. I fliall dine at our 
table at Court, where the bearer knows how to 
come to me with any orders for your obedient 
hulbandj and moft humble fdrv^nt, 

Rich. Stbelb« 
My duty to my mother* 



LETTER XLIV. To Mrs. Steele* 

My dear, gear Wife, Dec. 22, 1707. 

I WRITE to let you know I do not come 
home to dinner, being obliged to attend fome 
bufinefs abroad, of which I ihall givje you an ac- 
count (when I fee you in the evening), as be* 
comes your dutiful and obedient huftand. 

Rich. Steele* , 



LETTER XLV. To Mrs. Steele. 

DsAk PruE) 

Devil Tavern, Temple-Bar, Jan. 3, 1 70?» 

I HAVE partly fucceeded in my bufinefs to- 
day, and inclofe two guineas as earned of 
more. Dear Prue, I cannot come home to 
dinner* I languiOi for your welfare, and will 

* Theplantarkm in Barbados left to SrsELi by his firft wife. 

D fl never 
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never be a moment carelefs more^ Your faitb* 
ful hufband, R. Steblb* 

Send me word you have received this. 



LETTER XL VI. ToUrs.SrnEVE, 

Dear Prue, Eleven at Night, Jaii. 5, ijSS* 

IWA S going home two hours ago, but was 
met by Mr. Griffith, who has kept me ever 
ijnce meeting me as he came from Mr. Lam- 
bert's. I will come within a pint of wine. 

RicH^ Steels. 
We drink youfr health, and Mr. GtifEth is 
your fervant- 



L£TT£R XLVIl. To M:rs. Steele. 

Dear Wife, Jan. 14, 1708* 

MR. Edgecomb, Ned Afli, and Mr. Lum- 
ley, have defired iiie to fit an hour with 
them at the George in Pali-Mall, for which I 
defire your patience till twelve o'clock, and that 
you will go to-bed. I am ever thine. 

Rich. Steelei^ 



LETTER 
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LETTER XLVIIL To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prub, Gray*s-Inn, Feb. 3, 1708. 

IF the man who has my fhoemaker's bill c^lls, 
Ipt hiqi be anfwered, that I ihall call on him 
as I come home. I ftay here in order to get 
Tonfon* to difcount a bill for me, and fliall 
dine with him for that end. He is expefted at 
home every minute. Your moft humble, obe- 
dient hufband, • Ri?h, Steele, 



LETTER XLIX. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear W>fe, F^b. 11, 1708* 

HAVING your abfolute commands to make 
an end to-day, I ftay to dine with Mr* 
Tryon in order thereunto^. I will be at home 
early, and defire you would make much of yourr 
felf, which is the greateft favour you can do your 
affe(aionat€ hufband, and dutiful fcrvant, 

IlicH. Steele. 

* Th« bookfcllcr, who then lived in Gray'8-Inn. 

t This refers to the bufinefs of the plantation in Barbados. 

D3 LETTER 
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LETTER L, To Mrs. Srxzi^. 

DeAB., DEAR Pf.U£, Apr. 9, 1708. 

I HAVE fcnt Dawfon thirty pounds, and will 
not reft till 1 have? enough to difcharge her. 
In the mean time I thought fit to let you knov 
this, that you may fee J cannot forbear making 
you acquainted with any thing that concerns us, 
without your alking. Yours ever. 

Rich. ST£k|.£. 



LETTER LL To. Mrs. Steele *, 

Dear Wiff, 

Tennis -Court Coffee-houfe, May 5, 1708, 

I HOPE 1 have done this day what will be 
pleafing to you ; in the mean time fliall lie 
this night at a barber's, one Leg, over againft 
the Devil tavern at Chiiring-crofs. I ihall be 
able to conf runt the fools who wiih me uneafy; 
and fhall have the fatisfadiion to fee thee cheax** 
ful and at eafe. 

If the printer's boy be at home, fend him hi- 
ther ; and let Mrs. Todd fend by the boy my 
night-gown, flippers, and clean-linen. You 
fiiall hear from me early in the morning. 

* Dire£ted '* To Mrs. Steele, at her houfe, the lad honfe 
" but two on ih^ left hand, Berry-ftrcet, S^ James's," 

LETTER. 
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LETTER HL To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear PituE, May 10, 1708. 

I DINE at the Gcntfcman-ulhcr*>s table at St. 
Js^mcs's. I have done a great deal of bufi- 
nefs this morning. Pray fend Richs^d to me as 
ioon as he has dined. Yours ever, 

RhCH. St£EL£« 



LETTER LIII. To Mrs. SxEEtE. 

Dear. Phue, May 19, 1708, 

Lord Sunderland's Office, Eleven o'Clock. 

I DESIRE of you to get the coach and your- 
felf ready as ibon as your can conveniently, 
and call for me here, from whence we will go 
and fpend fome time together in the freih air in 
free conference. Let my beft periwig be put in 
the coach*box, and my new ihoes, for it is a 
comfort to be well-drefled in agreeable com- 
pany. You arc vital life to your obliged, af- 
fe&ionate hu(band^ and humble fervant, 

RicH« Steele. 



D4 LETTER 
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LETTER Liy. To Mrs. Steelb. 

My Dear PRtJB, May 24, 1708. 

St, James's, Gcntfcman-ufher's Tabic; 

I CANNOT dine at home, but am in hafte to 
' ipeafe with one about bufinefs of mpment. 
Dear Prue, be chearful, for I am in purfuit pf 
ivjiat will be good news to you. I am, your 
moft affedtionate, obliged huftand, 

JlicH. Steele^ 
Think of going with n^e in the afternoon. 



LETTER LV. To Mrs. Steele. 

Deab. Prue, 

Lord Sundcrlajid^s Office, May 24, lyoj* 

I BEG the favour of you to put my night- 
gown, flippers, a clean fliirt, and cravat, into 
the coach-bpx, and make my apology to my 
imother for flaying opt to-night. . We fljall be 
back to morrow evening. To-mprrow fliall be 
fpent in free conference between you and mp at 
jVlrs. Bradfliaw'$. Give ftrift orders to Mrs. Watts 
about her care and attendance on my mpth^r# 
J am taking pains in removing into my new of- 
^ce. I am, your moft obedient huA)arid, 

RicQ. Steele, 

I love 
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I love the country moft mightily, indeed I 
dp; (o you fay, fo I think. Who arc you i I 
am ^ue. I am • • . • ^ • ^ 



LETTER LVL To Mrs. Steele. 

Dbar Prue, June. 5, 1708. 

WHAT you would have me do I know 
not. All that my fortune will compaft 
you jQiall always enjoy, and have nobody near 
you that you do not like, except 1 am myfelf 
difapproved by you for being devotedly your 
obedient hufband. Rich. Steeie. 

I ihall not come home till night. 



LETTER LVIL TJp Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, June 7, 1708. 

I INCLOSE to you a guinea for your pocket. 
I dine with Lord Halifax. 
I wifh I knew how to court you into good- 
humour ; for two or three quarrels more will 
difpatch tne quite. If you have any love for 
me, believe I am always purfuiog our mutual 
good. Pray confider that all my little fortune 
is to [be] fettled this month, and that I have inr 
s^dvertently made myfelf liable to impatient 
people, who take all advantages. If you have 

♦ So the OriginaL 

[not] 
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[not] patience, I lbaH'tr*ifaa my btifitieii 
ralhly, and lofe a very great fum to quicken the 
time of your being rid of- all people you do not 
like. Yours ever, . Rich* Steeie^ 



LETTER LVIIL To Mn. Steele. 

Dear Prue, June ii, 1708, 

I CANNOT dine with you today, but Ihall, 
I hope, be able to wait upon you at five p*- 
clock, or a little after. Your moft obedient 
fcuiband. Rich. Steele, 



LETTER LIX. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Wife, Aug, u, 1708. 

I HAVE ordered Richard to take yourdi^ 
redions, whether you will have the chariot 
with two or four horfcs to fet you and your 
friend down at your houfe at Hampton-Court*, 
Watts is gone over the water, and fays Ihe has 
)^ur commands to follow in the ftage-coach. I 
fliall make it the bufinefe of my life to make you 
eafy and happy. Confult your cod thoughts, 

♦ This houfc is not mentioned in any of the former 
letters; fee the Dedication to Tat. vol. IV. and tide. It 
feems to have been gone into Come time between June n, and 
Aug. II, 1708 ; but it might have been buik and furoilhcd be* 
lore. ^ 

and 
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^md you will know that it is the glory of a wo« 
man to be her hufband's friend and companion^ 
and not his fovereign diredror. I am^ with 
truth, fincerity, and tendernefs, ever your faith* 
ful hufband. Rich. Steele. 

Pray let the gardener put the place in order. . 



LETTER LX. To Mrs. Steele. 

Madam, Aug, 12, 1708. 

I HAVE your letter, wherein you let mo 
know, that the little difpute we have had is 
far from being a trouble to you ; nevcrthclefs, I 
aflure you, any difturbance between us is the 
greateft affliSion to me imaginable. You talk 
of the judgement of the world ; I (hall never 
govern my anions by it, but by the rules of 
morality and right reafon. I love you better 
than the light of my eyes, or the life-blood in 
my heart ; but, when I have let you know that^^ 
you are alfo to underftand, that neither my fight 
(hall be fo far inchanted, or my affedtion fa 
much mafter of me, as to make me forget our 
common ifitereft. To attend my bufinefs as I 
ought, and improve my fortune, it is neceffary 
that my time and my will fbould be under no 
diredtion but my own. Pray give my moft 
humble fervice to Mrs. Binns. I write all this 

rather 
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rather to explain my own thoughts tQ you than 
anfwer your letter diftindly. I inclofe ic to 
you, that, upon fecond thoughts, you may fee 
the difrefpedful manner in which you treat your 
tSeflionate^ faithful hufband. Rich* Steei^e. 



LETTER LXr. To Mrs. Steele. 

Madam, Aug. 13, 1708* 

I HOPE this will find you in good health, as 
I am at this prefent writing, thanks be to 
God for it. 

1 have not only rebelled againft you, but all 
the reft of my governors, from yourfdf, whom 
I acknowl^ge to have the right of partnerihip, 
to the loweft perfon who had to do with me. I 
have a very juft fenfe of your merit, and think, 
,when I have put you into the proper methods 
which you ought to follow, I fliall be the hap- 
pieft man living in being your moft afie^ionate 
^uiband,'and humble fervant. Rich. Steele. 



I 



LETTER LXIL To Mrs. Steele^ 

Dear Prue, Aug. 13, 1708, 

Four in the Afternoon. 

SEND you fome tea, which I doubt not 
but you will find is very good. I am your 
I very 
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very affe&ipnate huiband^ and mod humble 
fervant^ Rich. Steele. 

' This is my fecond letter to-day. 



Letter LXIII. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Pr^e, 

Monday Morning, Aug. i6y 170*. 

I HOPE you have compofed your mind, and 
are convinced that the methods I have taken 
were abfolutely neceflary for our mutual good. 
I do aflure you^ there is not that thing on earth, 
except my honour, and. that dignity which 
every man who lives in the world muft prefervc 
to himfelf, which I am not ready to iacrificc to 
your will and inclination. 

I dined yeHerday with my Lord Halifax, 
where the beauties in the garden were drunk t6. 
I have fettled a great deal of bufinefs within 
thefe few days, of all which I will give you an 
account when we meet. I am with the liioft 
fincere affeftion, your obliged hufband, 

Rich. Steele, 
I ferit you fome tea on Friday laft. My moU; 
humble fervice to Mrs. Binns. 



LETTE.R 
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LETTER LXrV. To Mrs. Steelb. 

Deab. Prue, Aug. i8, 1708. 

I HAVE your letter; and all the great fevc* 
rity you complain of is, that you have a 
hufband who loves you better than his life, who 
has a great deal of troublefome bufinefs, out of 
the [fatigue] of which he removes the deareil 
thing alive. Yours faithfully, in fpite of your- 
felf. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER LXV. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Aug. 20, i7©8. 

YOURS by penny-poft came to my hands 
but juft now. You extremely miftake 
me, in believing me capable of any cruelty or 
unkindnefs to you. I fcorn that any man living 
ihould have more honour and regard to his wife 
than myfelf. You fpeak with heat to me, but 
I will not anfwer you in that ftyle, but make it 
my utmoft aim to make you eafy and happy, to 
which you* nothing but doing me the juftice to 
believe me, with all the attention imaginable^ 
your faithful hufband. Rich. Steele. 

I have paid Mr. Addifon the whole tboufand 
pound ^^ and have fettled every man's payment 

* So the Original. 

t Sc« DedicAtion to N£W Tat. vol. IV. and ntti^ 

except 
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except one, which I hope to perfcft to-moiTow, 
Defmaifeaux* is gone to the Bath for his health, 
I inclofe a guinea and a half^ and will fend 
more to-morrow or Monday, if I do not comf 
myfelf, — I am Mrs. Binn's fervant^ 



LETTER LXVL To Mrs. grEELE. 

Dbar P11UB9 Aug. 21, ijdS* 

I HOPE this will find you in good health, a9 
I am at this prefent writing. I defign when 
I come down to let Kerwin ride your little horfe 
to Hampton-Court, where I think to leave him 
at grafs ; for he cofts five Jbillings a week in 
town. There is no manner of news in town ; 
and I fend this without any other bufinefs than 
to repeat to you that I am your affectionate 
iaitbful hufiiand^ and mod humble fervant. 

Rich. Steele. 

^ Petei DefinaifeamE, ftcrttary of the Royal Society of Lon« 
4oDy wat the Ton of a French Proteflant miniftery and born at 
Attrergne in 1666. He retired early, probably as a refugee^ 
into England; and died there in 174s- He had intinate con- 
oexions with St. Evremond and Bayle. He gave a handfome 
edition of the works of the former, in 3 vols. 410, with a life of 
the author prefixed : and he drew up the life of the latter, which 
was printed before the edition of hi9 <' Di£iionary" in 17^0, and 
ieparately at the Hague, 173a, % toIs. ismo. He publiihed 
alfo, the fame year, the *' Mifcellaneous Works of Bayle," in 
4 Tols. fol. He was the editor of other things ; and whatever 
he pnblilbed, he always accompanied with remarks, full of li- " 
terary anecdotes. He was very exa£^ and curious in his ac- 
counts i but fomewhat prolix and tedious^ by running out into 
too much detail and minute dilcuiiioosr 

LETTER 
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LETTER LXVIL to Mrs. Steele. ' 

Dear P'rue, Aug. 23, 1708. 

I HAVE your letter, and will take care to do 
as you defire in ev^ry particular of it, I 
hope, in the mean time, the cook's hufband may 
go of errands till tiie fervant comes down. I 
am, your afFedtionate and faithful hufband. 

Rich. Steele* 
My moft humble fefvice to Mrs. Binns. 



LETTER LXVIIL To Mrs. Stz^tZi 

Dear Prue, Aug. 28, 1708* 

TH E afternoon coach Ihall bring you tefi 
pounds. Your letter Ihews you are paf- 
fionately in love with me* But we muft takei 
our portion of life as it runs without repining J 
and I confidcr that good-natute, added to that 
beautiful form God has given you, would make 
an happinefs too great for human life. Your 
moft obliged buib^n4* and moft humble fer- 
vant. Rich. Steblb. 



LETTEK 
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s. 

LfeTTER LXIX. To Mrs. SteeIe. 

Dear Prue, Aug. 2t8, 1708. 

I SEND you with this ten pounds, andfhould 
come to fee you, as ungodly as you are^ but 
that a mail is every moment expefted, as you 
may gather from reading the laft Gazette, which 
i inclofe, and am, dear, dear Prue, fincerely 
your fond hu(band. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER LX^i To Mrs, Steele. 

Dear'Pruej Ai3g; 30, i7o8i 

I SENT ten pounds by the afternoon coach 
of Saturday, and hope you received it fafe. 
The manner in which ydu write to mc might 
perhaps to another look like negled: and want of 
Ibve ; but I will not underftand it f6, but take it 
to be only the uneafiilefs of a doating fondnefs, 
which cannot bear my abfence without difdain* 

I hope we Ihall nevef be fo long afunder 
tnorCj for it is not in your power to make mc 
otherwife than yojav affectionate, faithful, and 
tender ^uiband. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER 
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LETTER LXXI. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Whitehall, Sept. 4, 1708. 

YOU will rtceive by Watts fome wine. I 
had not the good -fortune to fee her, be- 
caufe I lay laft' night at Addifon's, and flie was 
in hafte for fear of lofing her tide to-day, there- 
fore could not day till I came to the office out 
of the city. 

I did not receive your letter writ on Sunday 
till Wednefday night. You may think wha^ 
you pleafe ; but I know you have the beft huf- 
band in the world in your moft afieftionate, 
faithful, humble fervant. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER LXXII. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Sept. 8, 1708, 

Two, Afternoon, Sandy-end. 

HAVING reached London about eleven, 
difpatched what was further neceffary af- 
ter what papers Mr. Addifon had before fent to 
the prefs, I am juft now arrived here to dmner* 
You defire me to make fubmiffions in my 
cpiftles, which 1 think is not to be infifted upon ; 
but, if acknowledgements will fatisfy you, I can-* 
not but own to you, what you too w6ll know, 
that you have a power almoft fovereign over 

your 
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fbvx moil eh2lmbur<^d hufband^ and humble fer- 
Vant^ Rich. Steele. 

Mr. AddifoQ is your humble fervant. 



LETTER LXXltl. to Mrs. STkEtt. 

Dear Prue, Seven in the Moming, Sept. 9, 1 jo8. 

IAM going this morning to vifit Mr. Sartr^* 
at his country houfc, to which place Mr* 
Addifon conveys me in coach and four^ 

Mr. Clay *f , whd is now at Thiftleworth, will 
hot be in town till to-motrow, and I want to 
confult him in fome difpatches I am making fof 
the Weft. Indies. 

1 am Mrs. Binns*s humble fctvant j and your 
tnoft affedionate^ obedient hu(band, 

Rich. Steele* 
My fervice to Ally. 

* jatkieft Sartr6y M; A. foriheHy minifteir at IVfontpelier^ and 
jptebcDdary of Weftminfter> from May 17, 1688, till his death, 
Sept. 5y 1713. Swift> in his Journal to Stella, 0£l. 25, i7io> 
fays, ** I dined to-day with Mr. Addifon and Steele, and a 
*■ After of Mr. Addifon, who is married to one Monf. Sartr6, a 
** Frenthman> prebendary of Weflminller, who has a delicious s 
^* faoufe and gardens ; yet I thought it was a fort of monafiift 
** life in tbofe cloifiek*Sy and I liked Laracor better. Addifon's 
•« fitter is a fort of wit, very like him. 1 was not fond of her." 
This lady was afterwards married to Daniel Combf, efq. 

t Afterwards one of ST£bL£'s coadjutors in the Spect^- 
V^OJl,. Some account of him will be efteemed a favour. 
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LETTfek LXXIV. To Mrs. Steele; 

Deak. Prue, Sept. 13, 170^. 

I WRITE to you in* obedience to what yoil 
ordered me ; but there are not words to ex- 
prefs the tenderaefs I have for jroii. Love is 
too harfli a word for it ; but if you knew how 
my heart akes when you fpeak an unkind word 
to me, and fprings with joy when you fmile up- 
on me, I am fure you would place your glory- 
rather in preferving my happinefs like a good 
wife, than tormenting me like a peevilh beau- 
ty. (Jood Prue, write me word you Ihall be 
overjoyed at my return to you, and pity the 
aukward figure I make when I pretend to refift 
you, by complying always with the reafonablc 
demands of your enamoured hulband. 

Rich. Steele. 
P. S. i am Mrs. Binns^s forvant. 



I 



LETTER LXXV. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Sept. 14, lyofe. 

FEAR I Ihall not be fo happy as to fee yoa 
^^ till Thurfday, having fome bufinefs which 
keeps me in town. I Ihall to-day vifit my mo- 
ther, in order to difcourfc about proper methods 

for 
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for paying off, or laying the debt on your efiate 
into one hand. I hope God will blefs my fincere 
endeavours, fo as that we may live without the 
cares of this life, with a chearful profped of a 
better. It is in no one's power but Prue's to 
make me conftant in fuch a regular courfe. 
Therefore will not doubt but you will be very 
good-humoured, and be a conftant feaft to your 
afiedionate hufband^ Rich, Steele. * 

My obedient fervice tq Mrs. Binns. 



I.ETTER LXXVI. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Frue, 

Five in the Evenings Sept* 19, lyoS. 

I SEND you feven pennyworth of walnuts 
at five a penny, which is the greateft proof 
I can give you at prefent of my being, with my 
whole heart, yours. Rich. Steele. 

The little horfe comes back with the boy, 
who returns with hini for me on Wednefday 
evening ; in the mean time, I believe, it will be 
well that he runs in the Park. 

I am Mrs. Binns's fervant. 

Since I writ this I came to the place where 
the boy was ordered with the horfes j and, not 
finding him, fent this bearer, left you fliould be 
in fears, the boy not returning. 

f^ 3. There are but 29 walnuts. 

E3 LETTER 
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LETTER LXXVII, Tq Mra. Ste^lb. 

Dear Prve, S^pt. 20, 1708. 

IF a fervantJ fent laft night got to Hampton^ 
court, you received zg \yalnuts and a letter 
from me. I inclofe the Gazette, and am, witli 
all my foul, ypur paffiopate lover, and faithful 
huiband, Rich. Steele. 

Since I writ the above, I have found half an 
hundred more of walnuts, which I feiid herewith, 
My feryice to Binnsf. 



LETTER LXXyill. To Mrs. Steele. 

DEAit, de'ar Prue, Sept 21, ijoS^ 

YOUR pretty letter, with fp muqh good? 
nature #nd kindnefs, which I received 
yefterday, is a perfedt pleafurc to me. I am at 
prefent very much out of humoUr upon another 
iaccount, Tryon having put off fhe payment of 
my tJool. which I ought to have received yet 
terday, till further time. But I hopp, when Mr. 
Clay comes to town to-morrow, he will fee me 
juftified. I am, with the tendered afie&ion, 
ever your3, '^ich. Steels. 



LETTER 
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LETTER LXXIX^ To Mrs. Steelb. 

DxAK PaoE, Sandy-cHd, Sept. aa, 1708. 

AFTBR bebg very bufy all this day, I am 
come hither to dinner with Mr. Addifon 
and Mr. Clay, who are your fervants ; and I 
take this time froift eating, while others are 
bufy at it at the table. Yours, yours, ever, 
j^ver^ Rich. Steble. 



I^ETTER LXXX, To Mrs. Steele. 
PfiAs. Prop. Sept. 27, 1708, 

Monday, Seven at Night. 

YOU fee that you are obeyed in every 
thing, aijd that I write over- night for the 
day following. I fliall now in earneft, by Mr. 
Clay's good conduA, manage *ny bufinpfs with 
that method as fliall make me eafy. The news, 
I am told, you had laft night, of the taking of 
Lille, does pot prove true ; but I hope we Ihall 
have it foon. I ihali fend by to-morrow's coach. 
I am, dear Prue, a little in drink, but at all 
times your f^thful hulband. Rich. Steele. 



E4 LETTER 
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LETTER LXXXI. To Mrs, Steele. 

p£AR Prue, Sept. 28, 1708, 

Secretary's Office, between Six and Seven at Night, 

I THOUGHT it better to iiiclofe.tys: thus, 
than to direct fo fmall a fum to you. I have 
but half as much left in my pocket, .but ihftU 
be much richer. pn Thurfday morning. 

My dear wife, it ia. not to be imagined hy 
you the tender, akings my heart is frequently 
touched with when I think of you. 

Mr. Clay has (hown himfeU a man of addrefs 
in fettling my affairs, in fpite of the tricks and 
artifices of thofe 1 have to deal with. 

I recommend thee, my heart's defirc, to the, 
good God who made thee that amiable creature 
thou art, to keep thee fafe and happy. My fer- 
vice to your companion Binns. I am, your dc- 
' voted, affediop|te hulband, and humble fervant. 

Rich. Steele, 



LETTER LXXXn. To ^rs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Half-hour after Ten, Sept. 28, 170^. 

IT being three hours firice I writ to you, I 
fend this to affure you I am now going very 
foberly to-bed,and that ypu fliall be the laft thing 
in mjr thpughts to-night, as well as the firft to- 
morrow 
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ihorrow morning. I am, with the utmoft fond«i 
cefs, your faithful hufbaod, ^^c^h« Steels* 



LETTER LXXXIil. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dea^ Pru|:, pa. 2, f 708. 

St. James's CofFee-houfe, Eight in the Morning. 

M]^. GERVASf * going this morning to 
Hampton-court, I defire him to throw 
this over qur wall. I have much difficulty to 
accomplifli every thing neceffary to be done 
here, which makes me fear I cannot come till 
'[f'uerday noon. If it pl^afes God that I can b^ 
io happy as to live chearf^Hy.with thee, and in 
. thy faypur, it is the utmoft of good can arrive 
tQ, dqar Pcue, eternally thine. Rich. Steelj^ 



LETTER LXXXIV. To Mrs. Steel^ . 

Dear Wife, Oft 5. i7o8f 

Berry-ftreet, Seven at Night. 

I SEND this to beg pardon for not coming 
to-night, but I have fome good glimpfe in 
my affairs ; and, if I do not fail to-morrow, wjp 
Ihall be out of difficulties hereafter. I comjC 
into waiting on the Prince ^ to-morrow, and 

* Mr. Jervas, probably, th^ fampuf painter. 

t He was gentleman- ulhcr to the Piittce of Denoiark. ^ee p. ^4« 

am. 
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-am, my dear Pruc, ypurs, with the utmoft kmd^ 
nefs and duty. Rich, SrsELSf 

I hope to fe^ ypu before twelve to-tnorrpw. 



LETTER LXXXV. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Phue, Oft. 5, 1708, 

Secretary's Office, near Ten at Night. 

I GOT to town about iix, found all things 
well, and have juft difpatphed the proof* for 
to-morrow. I willi you a good night, and fhall 
always keep myfelf in a capa<:ity of taking 
the oaths that I am, with the ftrifteft fidelity 
and love, your enamoured hufband, and humble 
fervant, i^iCH, Steei^vl. 



LETTER LXXXVL To Mrs. Steele/ 

Dear Pruj?, Oft. 7, 1708, 

I SEND, diredted to Watts, a bottle of tent. 
You muft not expedt me to-night, but I 
will write by the penny-poft. ' I am, yours 
faithfully. Rich, Steele. 

♦ Of the Gazette, 

LETTER 
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LETTER LXXJ^VHr To Mrs. Ste^lk. 

Dear Prue, Thurfday, Oft 7, 1708. 

I FEAR 1 Ihall nqt be able tp come out of 
town till Saturday morning. I am, my dear 
preature, thine for ever. Rich. Ste^lii, 



i^ETTER LXXXViU, To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Oft, 8, 1708, 

THIS brings you a quarter of a pound of 
bohea, and as much ot green tea, both 
l^^hich I hope you will find good. To-morrow 
niorning your favourite, Mr. Addifon, and I, 
^all fet out for Jiamptpn court; he to meet 
fome great men there; 1 to fee you, who am but 
ivhat you m^ke me. Yours, with the utmoft 
fondnefs> R^cu. Steele* 



LETTER LXXX X. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Oft. 8, 1708. 

I WRITE according to order, and hope, be- 
fore the receipt of this, you will have hacj 
jthe tea which I fent by the morning-coach. 1 
ihall beat Haipptpn-courr, God wiling, before 
twelve to-nxorrojir. Your faithful hufband^ 

Rich. Steele. 
LETTER 
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LETTER XC, To Mrs. Steele, 

Dear Prue, Wednefday, Oft. 13, 1^08, 

Hyde-Park Corner, Eight in the Morning. 

THE bearer is one I propofe to be our 
footman. He is, as you fee, very queer, 
^nd fit for, what boften heard you call it, a tbo» 
rough fervanti befides which, he fpeaks the 
Welch tonjgue fluently. I believe he will be a 
proper fello^y enough, for he lived a great while 
with one Dr, Price^j an acquaintance of mine, at 
Richmond. I hope he will be approved by 
you J if he is, the livery fliall be fitted for^his 
Ihape agaisft the time that he and I can attend 
the chariot to bring Mrs. Binns and you to town, 
which Ihall be done with all fuitable ceremony. 
In the mean time, I ^m bufy about the main 
chance. I have ordered him to be here again 
this evening, except you dircdt otherwife. I 
hope I fliall fee you to-morrow. I am, with 
every dictate- of my affedtions, and every pulfc 
pf my heart, dear Prue, fineerely your$, 

RipH. Steele* 



LETTER XCI. To Mrs. Steele. * 

Dear Prue, Thurfday, Oft. 14, 1708. 

I INTENDED to have qertainly gone to 
Hampton-court to-dayj but the Weft-Indian 
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boft going on Saturday, and Mr, Clay having 
leifure but this day, 1 am forced to prepare my 
letters for his perufal tefore night. I am in 
hafte, as you fee by this fcribble, I am your 
faithful, and moll aflfe&ionate hufband, 

Rich. Steele. 
I fliall obferve what you dcfire about JameSj 
And every thing elfe. 



LETTER XCII. To Mrs. JSteele. 

DeiA^r Prue, Oft. 14, i7oi5, 

Berry-ftreet, Se^n at Nighti 

I WRIT to you before, this day, by the coach, 
and fend this to tell you that Mr. Clay has 
been kere fince that,, and I find I hiuft ftay in 
town this whole week to attend my bufinefe, or 
leave fome things undone, which it is as bad to 
do as to negledt the whole. You may be fure, 
if I find I may be fix or feven hours employed 
where I pleafe, it fhall be at Hampton-court* 
Pray keep yourfelf warm, be chearful, and be- 
lieve me, dear creature, fincerely thine. 

Rich* Steeljs. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XCIir. To Un. Steele. 

Dear Pru*, 0£t. 16, ijoS* 

I SHOULD have rid down to HampMii^ 
court this evening, but that I sim to be with, 
my mother about a mortgage to be made foi 
paying off the bonds which ftand out^ that w* 
may be eafy on all hanHs. We muft write this 
night to Mr. Thomas, for the title, &c* 

The Queen comes next week to Hampton* 
court, and (lays a fortnight* I am, with mf 
whole heart, your faithful hulband. 

Rich. Steele* 



LETTER XCIV. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Oft. 20, 17084 

I HAD yours laft night, with an inclofed to 
my mother, which 1 do not defign to deliver, 
Vou accufc me of unkindnefs for 1 cannot ima* 
gine what. If you want for any thing, it is that 
you will not fupply yourfejf with it, for I very 
regularly fend you wherewithal. 

My Lord Chamberlain is expected this night 
ki town, from whom I hope for an order for a 
very handfome apartment in W hitehall. As foon 
as I receive it, I will immediately remove into it^ 
ivhere I hope you will be pleafed* I am fure it 
2 is 
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is the utihoft of my ambition to make you fo# 
I am> your faithful and affedionate hufband. 

Rich. Steele. 

My mother has altered her mind about tho 
nuMTtgage. 

I think to come down to-morrow night, to give 
you an account of every thing-, in the mean 
time^ fend by your countryman two guineas. 



LETTER XCV. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Oft. 25, 1708. 

IF you do not hear of me before three to- 
morrow afternoon, believe I am too fuddled 
to take care to obferve your orders ; but, how- 
ever, know me tp be your moft faithful, afFec* 
tionate hufband and fervant, Rich. Steels. 



I 



LETTER XCVI. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Seveninthe Morning, Oft. 26, 1708^ 
DESIRE you would put yourfelf in a readi- 
nefs to come away on Thurfday, on which 
day the coach ihall come, and, if I can, attended 
by. me. Mr. Harrifon, a gentleman-uflier o^ 
the privy-chamber, is dead ; the employment is 
200 1. a year falary, and 100 1. perquifites : it is 
a place for life^ and I am putting in for it this 

morning 
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morning with all the force I have. I (hall ftnd 
down inclofed money by to-piorrow morning*i 
poft, direded to Watts. You cannot imagine 
the difficulties I am put to, but 1 can go 
through any thing provided I have the happinefa 
of being efteemed by you ai your aflfe^ionate 
hulband, and humble fervantj Ric^ * Steele* 
I am very lick with too much wine laft nights 



LETTER XCVII. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Wife, Oa. 28, 1708. 

Kenfington, Three, Afternoons 

I CAME hither according to my [duty], to 
attend the prince my maflcr *', by whofe 
dead body I fit white I am writing this. He 
departed this life half-an-hour after one, 1 atii 
olrdfred to wait here, and believe 1 fliall not be 
relieved till to-morpow morning. As foon as I 
can get to town, I will difpatch the coach for 
you. ' I anfi, my dear wife, yodr dbUged huf- 
band, and humble fervant, . Rich, Steele. 

♦ His Royal Highnefs Prince George of Denmark, her Bri- 
tifh Majefty's confort, died at the time here mentioned, at Ken* 
fingcon, of an allhma. He was born at Copenhagen in April 
1653, married the Princefs Anne in July 1683, and was an il- 
luftrious inftatlcc of conjugal affcftion among the great. On the 
iith of November his corpfe was brought from K.enftngtob'Qo 
Weftminfter, and, having lain in ftate in the Painted Chambci' 
till the 13th of ^hat month, Was privately interred in Weftthiii- 
fter-Abbey. 

LETTER 
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Letter xcviii. To Mrs. Stiele. 

t>£AR Wi?E, Kenfington, Oft. ag, lyoS* 

I INCLOSE all the calt I can well fpare, 
which is four guineas* I writ you word by 
the penny-poft laft night, that 1 was detained 
here to fit up with the Prince's body *, arxl 
tiiuft do fo every third night till he is interred. 
1 am ftill kept bare of money by the men I 
have to deal with ; but, as foon as I can get to 
town, I will fend away the coach for you. Pleafc 
to come to Mrs. Hstrdrefle s houfe iri the fquare 
at Kenfington^ where it will be convenient for 
you to be, till all things are ready for out greater 
cafe in town. More 1 cannot fay till we meet, 
I am, with the fincereft affedtion, your obliged 
tiuA)and, and humble fervant. Rich. Steele* 
Send the bearer back with an account how 
you do. My fervice to Mrs. Binns. 



LETTER XCIX. To Mrs. Srt^tz. 

Dear Prue, Almoft Nine at Night, Oft, 29, 1 708 . 

I BEG the favour of you to take care to 
wrap yourfelf up very warm for your jour- 
pey to-mprfow* . iThe coachman has his.orders ; 

* Sec p. 64.— After the death of the Prihee, the Queen be- 
llowed annuities on ail his attendants* Of this bounty^ Steele's 
|K>rtion was lool. a year. 

: F and 
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and I have agreed with him to bring you to Ken- 
fington-fquare, and carry Mrs. Binns home, in 
hopes ihe will difpenfe with your waiting upon 
her, and returning afterwards to your lodgings. 
I ihall take care to have your lodgings fit for 
3'our reception, and will never omit any thing 
in my power to mrtke your hours agreeable. 
Yoifr affedtionate hufband, ^ Rich. Steele. 



■tete 



LETTER C. To Mrs. Steele, at Mrs. Har- 
dreflc's, in Kenfington-fquare. 

My dear Wife, Nov. io, 1708, 

Bow-ftrect, Covent-garden. 

I WRITE this to do my duty in complying 
with your defire of hearing from me this 
night. I am heartily tired, and go on with hope 
""and perfeverance. There is nothing troubles 
me fo much, as the confideration that the moft 
amiable and moft deferving of her fex is obliged 
to fuffer all the uneafinefs that I do. But, my 
dear life, be of good comfort, and continue to 
be the only happinefs of, dear Priie, your faith- 
ful hjjfband, Rich« Steele. 
You know I muft come to*mofrow Evening 
toKetifington, but ydu fliaU hear f#om me be- 
fore. 



J^ETTER 
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LETTER CL Td Mrs. Steele. 

t)£AR Wife, Houfc of Lords, Nov. 12, 1708. 

I SEND this, to defire you would think of 
coming to-morrow to town ; there is a room 
^ at my mother's *, where you may be for a few 
days. I am to be here till after the funeraU 
You (hall have this bearer to wait on you to 
town to-morrow, with neceffarics for youf 
change of abode. I am, my dear creature, your 
mod enamoured huiband. Rich. SxEEtE. 



LETTER CIL To Mrs. Steele* 

Dear Prue, Nov. 13, 1708. 

ISfc-ND you all the money I have, which I 
hope will bring you to town. Since you 
have an inclination to fee the funeral, 1 have 
fpoken for a place at the houfekeeper's of the 
Houfe of Lords to place you in, till I can get 
a more convenient one for feeing the procef. 
lion ; and I take it that it will be beft to be in 
the Abbey itfclf, for which end you muft come 
foon. I am ordered to (lay here, of Ihould cornel 
for you. Yburs, with all my foul, St. Steele*. 
The fleet is come in. 

* Query, Was Steele's own mother alive at. this time? 
who .was ihe ? and where did flie live } or does be mean hoM^ 
jBld;Mrs. Scurlock, his wife's mother > 

Fa LETTER 
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LETTER cm. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Garter Tavern, Nov. i6, lyoS. 

I AM ferry I cannot come to fit an hour with 
you to-night, being • detained by bufinefs 
with Mr. Huggins *, which you know of. I 
have to-day been with Mr. Try on, who docs 
not now deny his h living efFefts, but pretends 
to complain of hard ufage in fuing him. Within 
a day or two I doubt not but we Ihall have our 
money, which will be the introduftion to that 
life we both pant after with fo much earneft- 
nefs. Your obliged hufband, Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CIV. To Mrs. Steele f. 

Dear Wife, Nov. 17, 1708. 

HOW can you add to my cares!, by making 
fo unjuft complaints againft me as ia 
yours of laft night ? I take all the pains imagin- 
able to bring you home to eafe and fatisfadtion, 
and made a great ftep in it yefternigbt, which I 
could not had I fpent my time elfewhere than 
where I did. My dear, be chearful, and expeft 
a good account of things this evening from, 

* An attorney, probably, employed at this time by Mrs. 
Fandefuty to recover from Steele Ibme arrears of rent for his 
houfe in Berry-itreet, of Which (he appears to have been the 
landlady, and the infufftrabU bruTe in p. 77. Steele mentions, 
p. 70, his going in qu\?ft of this Mr. Huggins in Weftminf{er-hatl. 

t Direaed, " To Afrs. Steele, to be teft at Mrs. Scurlock'i 
** lodgings> iaft houfe left-hand in Broml^*Jirett, Hdborn." 

dcat 
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dear wife, your mod uffedionate and moft 
obliged hulband, Rich. Steele. 



Letter CV. To Mrs. Steele. 
Dear Wife, Nov. 18, 1708. 

I AM going this morning into the city, to 
make my demand of the money long due 
to me. I fhall haften thence to you ; and am, with 
the teridereft love, ever yours. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CVl. To Mrs. Steele. 
Dear Wife^ Nov. a6, 1708. 

I AM, by applying to my adverfary *^, pre-c 
pared for ending my prcfent calamity ; but 
was denied by my friend ^f-. I am, dear creature, 
your conftant, faithful lover, and obliged huf- 
band. Rich. Steele. 

I am making it my bufiuefs to find out Mr. 
Huggins, in order to withdraw his officer. 



LETTER CVIL To Mrs. Steele. 
Dear Wife, Nov. 28, 1708. 

TAKE confidence in that Being who has 
promifed proteftion to all *the good and 

♦ His landlady poflibly ; fee p. 68. 

f Addison Teems to be the friend who refufed to bail 
Steele on this diftrefsful occafion, or at lead avoided being 
feen by him^ 

F 3 virtuogs 
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yirtucUs when afflided. Mr. Glover * accommo* 
dates me with the 'money, which is to dear thia 
prefent forrow, this evening. I will come to 
Mrs. Binns's exactly at eight. I am your mod 
affe(3:ionate hufband, and obedient fervant, 

Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CVIII. To Mrs. Steele* 
Dear Wife, Nov. 30, 1708, 

BE of good chear ; for I find^friendfhip 
among the loweft, when difappointed by 
the higheft. I have called at Mr. Elderton's -f', 
to keep things at a (land till I come to him at 
ten o'clock. 

Dear creature, be chearful, God be your 
comfort and your .protedtion* While th^t is fo, 
apd ypu are fafe, nothing can difturb 

Rich. Steels^ 



LETTER. CIX. To Mrs. Steele, at her Houfe 
in Berry-ftrect. 

Deak Wife, ' Ten o'clock, Kov. 30, 1708. 

THIS IS t0 acquaint you, that honeft Glo-p 
ver^ has effeiiually ferved me. . I am now 
in fearch of JMr. Huggin$ in Weftminfter-hall. 
Elderton, without my knowledge, has alfo re- 
moved the other ftorm to fome djftance, fo that 
*we prepare in time to weather. Be of good 

• Query, Who was " honcft Glover?" 

^ Steele's attorney. . • 

7 c:hear ; 
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ehear ; God will blefs me, and make me a bet- 
ter provider hereafter for my wife and dear 
child*; Yours ever. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER ex. To Mrs. Steele, at Mrs. Scur- 
lock's Lodgings, Bromlcy-ftrect, Holborn. ' 

My DEAR Wife, ' Dec. 6, 1708. 

I WILL not defer telling you that there is a 
thing in agitation that will make me happy 
at once. Your rival, A n-f-, will be re- 
moved ; and, if I can fucceed him in his office, 
it will anfwer all purpofes. This will be de- 
termined before to-morrow at noon. I cannot 
fee Mr, Glover till fix o'clock. I am your 
faithful, loving huiband. Rich. Steele. 

Keep this to yourfelf. I will come to you aa 
foon as 1 have dined. 



LETTER CXL To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Dec. 14, 1708, 

Half-hour after Five o'Clock* 

MR. ADDISON is juft now gone to Lord 
Wharton ; and I wait hi? return, to know 
my own next llieps. 

* Perhaps the child here fpoken pf was Richard, who died in 
his infancy. 

f Mr. Addifon, at that time under- fccrctary of ftate, \va$ 
then on the eve of being appointed Secretary to Lord Wharton, 
the new Lord-lieutenanc of Ireland. See the next Letter. 

F 4 My 



y Google 



72 STEEL E*S LETTERS 

• My heart . is as much difturhcd as yours cai> 
be on the fame occafion; but this feafonable 
hope breaking in upon me will, I hope, cur^ 
all, and refrclh our fpirits* i.wilh you would 
come dire(^Iy to the garret; where you^cap, 
from time to time, h^ar from me what pafle$ 
this evening. , 

• I fend this moment to my mother; and am^ 
yours faithfully^ .r^'. Rich. Sterile* 



LETTER CXIL 'To Mrs, Steele. 
• * ■ 

Dear Prue, Dec. i8, 1708, 

MR. ADDISON has engaged me about cx^ 
traordinary bufinefs all this day. I hope 
1 have engaged him to take Defmaifeaux *. 

1 am obliged to go to fupper where he treatg 
to-night, to help him in doing the honours to 
his friepds. Yours tenderly, IlicH. Steele, 



LETTER CXIIL Tq Mrs, Steele, Eerry-ftreet. 

Dear Prue,. Cockpit, Dec. 22, 1708. 

I PES IRE you to take a coach, and come to 
this lodgings. I am obliged to wait here- 
abouts. James will find me at Mr. Delafaycs-f 

^ See Letter LXVI. p. 47. / 

t Charles Delafaye, efq. one of the clerks in the fccrctary of 
ilatc's oiSce, and afterwards himfelf an undpr-fecrctary of ftate. 

' bouf^ 
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houfe in Downing ftreet, or at the coffee-houfe. 
Yours, faithfully. Rich, Steisle* 



LETTER CXIV. To Mrs, Steele, Berry-ftreet. 

My dear Wife, Jan. 31, 1708-9. 

I AM with youpg Mn Tonfon at the GrifBu 
tavern, where I Ihall dine on a fcrap, and 
afterwards go to Mr. LonguevUle *, to appoint 
the meeting of Tryon to morrow, to make a 
final end. 

I (hall coipe home before eight o'clock^ and 
am, dear creature, eternally yours, 

Rich. Steeie. 



LETTER CXV. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Feb. 5, 1708-9. 

I WAS coming home; but am indifpenfably 
obliged to dine at Tonfon's, where, aftes 
dinner, fome papers -f* are to be read, whereof, 
among others, I am to be a judge. I have the 
money for you and the other occaiions. This 
abfence, I hope, you will C3ccufc in your aJBec- 
tionate, faithful, Dick Steele. 

' * of whom I wiih I was able to have given fome account, 
.t Query, What vyjcre theie ? He began the Tatl£R op the 

J ath of April following, ' . "^ . ' 

LETTER 
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LETTER CXVL To Mrs. Steele^ 

My dear Wife, March 2, 1708-9. 

I .INCLOSE a guinea, left you Ihould wai\t.. 
1 am refolved to do fomething effedually to- 
day with Tryon; therefore do not exped: me at 
dinner. 

My life is bound up in you. I will be at 
home before fix. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CXVIL To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Peue, March 11, 1708-9. 

I INCLOSE five guineas, but cannot come 
home to dinner. Dear little woman, take 
care of tbyfelf, and eat and drink chearfully. 

Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CXVIII. To Mrs. Steele, Berry-ftreet. 

Deaj?. Prue, March 21, 1708-9. 

I SEND you this by Jthe boy I hav-e a mind 
to take, if you like him. Things go pretty 
well. I ihall dine at court. If there are any 
ktters, let the boy bring them to me thither, at 
the gentlemafn-uflier's table. Yours unreferv- 
icdly, and faithfully, Rich. Steele. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CXIX. To Mrs. Steele, Berrjr-ftrcet. 

Dear Prue, March 23, 1708-9. 

HAVING fome doubt about-Tilden, I din« 
at court, and will look into all things be* 
tween this and fix o'clock. The bearer is a boy 
well recommended, wbofe father has been with 
me, and whom I approve (as I do all other 
things) as you like him. Yours faithfully. 

Rich. Steels* 



LETTER C5gC. To Mrs. Steele. . 

Dear Prue, April 19, 1709, 

I HAVE been with Try on; he owns fom« 
efiedts, which will be of afiiftance to me '^'. I 
call Heaven to witnefs, I value nothing but as 
you are partaker of it. Do not caft yourfelf 
down ; but depend upon it that I ihall bring 
you home what will make things have a chear- 
ful afpeft, and will do that may contribute (o 
your fatisfai^ion, which is all the ambition of, 
yours eternally. Rich. Steele^ 

* In his Barbados buiinefs. See pp. 37, 6S.. 
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LETTER CXXL To Mrs. Steele. 

Dearest Creature, April 23, 1709. 

THIS rpatter muft be deferred till fomc 
hour in the evening* or tofome other day, 
fori caanot have money till after chaptL I am, 
your faithful, tender hufband. Rich. SrEt-LS, 



tETTER CXXII. To Mrs. Steele, Berry-ftreet. 

Dear Wif'E, May 5, 1709. 

I DESIRE you would pluck up a good fpirit 
if poffible, and come in a chair, the boy with 
you, who fliall find me at the coffee-houfe under 
Scotland-yard gate, from whence we will go fee 
a convenient place. Do not be dejected, if you 
value the life and bappinefs of yourfaithful 

Rich. Steele* 
I inclofe ten Ihillings. 



I 



LETTER CXXIII. To Mrs, Steel?. 

E)ear Prue, May 5, 1709. 

DESIRE you would go to the affignation 
between us in Weftminfter. Mr. Montague* 



♦ Wortlcy Montague, Efq. of whqm fee the new edition of the 
Tat|«£R, vol. I. p. xxxix. 
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has defired me to go with him to the Park; 
after I come from thence, 1 will come to yo«. 
with good news. Yours ever, ever. 

Rich. Steele* 



, LETTER CXXlV. To Mrs. Steele. 
Dear Wife, May 5, 1709* 

I CANNOT exprefs to you the real forrow 
the inequality of my behaviour gives me, 
when I refledt that 1 am in paffion l>efore the 
beft of women. Dear Prue, forgive me : I will 
negleft nothing which may contribute to our 
eafe together; and youlhall always find me your 
afFediionate, faithful, and tender hiifband. 

Rich. Steele* 



LETTER CXXV. To Mrs. Steele. 

* 

Dear Wife, May 5, 1709. 

THERE is no doubt but we Ihall be cafy 
and happy in a few days. My dear life, no- 
thing troubles mc forely, but the affront that in- 
juffcrahle hruU^ has put upon you, which I fliall 
find ways to make her repent. I am, my dear 
creature, entirely yours. Rich. Steele* 

You Ihall hear from mc in the morning. 

•^ This feems ta have been the landlady of the houfe yi - 
Bcrry-ftrcet J to which place the firft of the letters of this day> 
4ate is addreflcd. He took the houfe i^ Oft. 1708. 'Sec p. a9. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CXXVI. To Mrs. Steele. 
Dear Prue, May 7, 17094 

I HAVE been with Mr, Compton, and have 
his order to be at the office, with a requeft 
to keep it very fecret that he does me this fa- 
vour, for fear of his being importuned on the 
fame account by others of the family *. I am^ 
your moft afFeftionate and tender hulband. 

Rich. Steele^ 



LETTER eXXVII. To Mrs. Steele. 
Dear Prue, May 7, 1709^ 

I AM juft drinking a pint of wine, and will 
come home forthwith. 1 am with Mr. El- 
liott, fettling things. Yours ever, ever. 

Rich. Steele* 



, LETTER CXXVIII. To Mrs. Steele. 
Dear Prue, Twelve o^Clock, May 28, 1709- 

I HAVE received money, but cannot con>c 
home till about four o'clock, having appoint- 
ed Mr. Mills here at Moore's chambers at two 
o'clock. Yours ever. Rich. Stee«. 

♦ This wants an explanation} which I confefs myfelf not 
pbic at prefent to give. Other circumftances may perhaps clear 
it up; either by fhewing who Mr, Compton was, what was bit 
^ce, what tbi favour, or what is meant by the familj. Mcan^ 
litae, let tht Curious form their own conjeClures. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CXXIX. To Mrs. Steele. 
Dear pRUE, June 9, 1709W 

I PUT myfelf to the pain of abfencc from 
you at dinner, by waiting to fpeak with Sal- 
keild ; therefore I hope you will forgive me for 
what I am punifhed in committing. 

Dear Prue, I am, Unrefervcdly and faithfully, 
yours, * Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CXXX. To Mrs. Steele, 
Dear Prue, Savoy, Nutt's *, July 19, 1709. 

I SEND this, to let you know that I am come 
hither, and am obliged to difpatch the main 
of the bufinefs^ of this place to-night. As 
foon as I have done, I will come to my deareft 
companion. I am wholly yours, 

Rich. Steele* 



LETTER CXXXI. To Mrs. Steele, at Mr* 
Scweirs, in King-ftrect, near Whitehall Coffcc;* 
faoufe. 

Dear Prue, From Mr. Nutt*s, JuFy 25, 1709. 

I HAVE finiflicd the Gazette at the office; 
and am here ending the other bufiiiefs ^^ id 

• The wcll-knckm printer. 

t Sec X^TLER, N« 44 and 45, vol. II. 

1 See TatlsjIi N<» 46^ ?q1. II. Mrengtztbtk 

order 
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order to have the evening with my wife and 
miftrefs Prue. Here is next dOor a fellow that 
makes old wigs new ; therefore pray fend both 
^mine in the bed-chamber, by this boy, to yout 
loving, devoted, obedient buiband, 

Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CXXXII. To Mrs. Steele, at Mr* 
Scwell's, King ftrcet. 

Dear Prue, , July rig, 1709. 

I INCLOSE two guineas, and will come 
home cxa&ly at feven. Yours tenderly. 

Rich, Steele^i 



LETTER CXXXni. To Mrs* Steele, ;Xt tier 
Lodging, over againft the King's-head, in Down- 
ing-ftrcet. 

Dear Prue, Sept. 25, 1709. 

I SEND this, to put thy tendernefs at reft } 
and acquaint you, that Mr. Margate had 
been fo friendly as to take efFed:ual care before 
he faw mc. 1 am, yours eternally. 

Rich. Sti^ele^ 



LETTER 
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LETTER CXXXIV. To Mrs. Stbele, bft 
Door but Two, Left-hand, Bcrry-ftrect. 

Dear Peue, King's-hcad, Pall*xnall, 0&. 4, 1709. 

I' HAVE done every thing effeftually which 
I went about. Mr, Hopkins is coming to 
me hither, where we Ihall ftay till a little after 
ten. Yours faithfully, R. Steele. 



LETTER CXXXV. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Wife, Nov. ao, 1709. 

I HAVE been in great pain of body and 
mind fince I came out. You are extremely 
crwel to a generous nature^ which has a tender* 
neis for you that renders your leaft dijbumour 
infupportably afRiding. After ihort ftarts of 
paffion, not to be inclined to reconciliation, is 
what is againft all rules of Chriftianity and juf- 
ticc. When I come home, I beg to be kindly 
received, or this will have as ill an efTed upon 
my fortune, as on my mind and body. 

Rick* Steels. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CXXXVL To Mrs. Steele, at Mrs. 
Bitins^s Lodgings in Silver-ftreet, nearGoIden-fquarc; 

Dear Wife, Feb. 15, i70f-io« 

I BELIEVE 1 am the firft that ever rejoiced 
at the flight of one he loved. After I was 
done writing*, I went up to vifit my fick 
wife, and found ihe was herfelf gone a-vi&ing* 
I wilh you had given me the pleafure of know* 
ing you were fo well, it would have given what 
I was writing * a more lively turn. I am, your 
afiedionate, tender, obfervant, and indulgent 
huiband. Rich. Steele. 



Letter CXXXVIL To Mrs. Steele. 

» 

DearPrue, April 7, 1710* 

IINQLOSE to you a receipt for the faucer 
pan and fpoon, and a note of 23 L of Lewis.'s^ 
which will make up the 50I. I promifed for 
your enfuing occafion -fr. 

I know no happinefs in this life in any degree 
comparable to the pleafure I have in your per»» 
fon and fociety ; L only beg of you to add to 
your other charms, a fearfulnefs to fee a man 
that loves you in pain and uneafinefs, to make 

* This was the Tatler, N® 134. 

t Mrs. Steele was theo pregaant with her &ilk child. 

me 
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me as happy as it is poffible to be in this life. 
Riiing a little in a morning, and being difpofed 
to a chearfulnefs *......,, would not be amifs. 

I^ am your moft affectionate hufband, and obe* 
dient fervant, .Rich. Steele. 

There are papers in the parlour window, 
dated from Hamburgh and other places, which 
I want -|*. 



LETTER CXXXVIII. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Pruh, May 3, 1710. 

I SHALL flay at Tonfon's till towards four 
o'clock ; for, having made up this day my 
account with Nutt ;{:, I am doing the fanje here, 
being refolved to underftand my affairs, and 
communicate them to you for your eafe and 
convenience from this hour forward. Yours 
eternally. Rich. Steele* 



LETTER CXXXIX. To Mrs. Steele* 

Dear Prub, July 3, 17 10. 

I SHALL not dine with you ; but will be 
with you before five, in order to take the 
air with you. Yours ever. Rich. Steele^ 

• A few words are herie cut out. 

+ See Gazette of Saturday, April 8, 17 lo. 

j Printer of the Tatle«. 

Ga LETTER 
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LETTER CXL, To Mrs. Steele. • 

Dear Wipe, Half-hour after Eight, July 29, 1710b 

I STAY in town to-night very much againft 
my/ inclinatioDf having bufinefs of confe- 
quence with Mr. Montague^, who goes out of 
town to-morrow in order to take a voyage. I 
am yours entirely^ Rich* Steele. 



LETTER CXLL To Mrs. Steele, at Mr». 
Bhui(haw*s, at Sandy-end. ^ 

MyDeak, . Aug. 8, 171a. 

Cockpit, Sccrctary*s-ofIice, Eight o'Clock. 

WHEN I was gobg out of town, I heard 
my Lord-treafurer-f had this day re* 
frgncd his ftaflf^ and was to [be fucceededj by 
my Lord Halifax. The refignation I find con- 
firmed here, but others are faid to fucceed him. 
I ftay in town to-night to fee a friend, who will 
be able to give me proper lights into the prefent 
affairs. Grood night, dear Prue, and fleep 
pleaf^d, for all will do well ; jfor God will Uefs 
us» Your faithful, affe&ionate hufband. 

Rich. Steele. 

* See Letter CXXtH. . 

t Lord Godolphin. The office was put into commifiios 
Aug. 10, and Earl Powlet at the head. 
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LETTER CXLIL To Mrs. Steele, at Mrs. 
Bradfhaw's Houfe at Sandy-end^ over againft the 
^ull Alehoufe in Fuiham-road. 

Dear Prus, Wednefday, Aug. 9, 17 10, 

Berry-ftreet, Half-hour after Six. 

THOU art fuch a foolilh tender thing, that 
there is no living with thee. 
I have broke my reft lad night, becaufe I 
knew you would be fuch a fool as not to fleep. 
Pray come home by this morning's coach, if you 
are impatient : but, if you are not here before 
noon, I will come down to you in the evening ; 
but I muft make vifits this morning, to hear 
what is doing* Youi% ever. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CXLin. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Cockpit, Aug. 9, 1710. 

I CANNOT poffibly cbme, expedbg orders 
here, which I muft overlook, an^ having 
not half done my odier buiinefs at the Savoy ^. 
Dear creature, come in the morning coach ; 
and, if 1 can, I will return with you in the even* 
ing. Pray wrap yourfelf very warm. Your* 
ever. ' Rich. Stkeie. 

♦ SceTATiER, ll"» 10^ T0I.V. 
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LETTER CXLIV. To Mrs. Steiw. 

Dear Prue, Aug. 24, 17 10, 

Bull-head, Clare-market. 

I BEG of you to tneet your brother Whig 
Martyn* and myfclf here. Afk for me. 
Yours faithfully^ iiliCH. Steele. 



LETTER CXLV. To Mrs. Steele. 

Aug. 29, lyio* 

I AM doing my buiinefs, and cannot come 
home to dinner^ but ftay to come home more 
cheartuUy. Yours, Rich.Sieele* 



LETTER CXLVI- To Mrs. Steele. 

My dear Prue, Verc-ftreet, Aug. 30, 1710. 

IF you can be fo good as to forgive all that 
is paffed, you Ihall [not] hereafter know any 
fufferihg from indifcretion or negligence. I 
have taken care of the matter mentioned in the 
letter you* opened yefterday. Pray let me know 
how Lugger does. I am waiting here for a third 
perfon, to go and recoive money. Martyn fent 

* Richard Martyn, e(q. one of Steele's colleagues, was a 
Commiffioner of the Stamp-office. 

an 
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an excuie yefterday that he was fiek^ and pro- 
xnifes to come it' ten to-Aiyf but I iOiall not wait 
or depend on that, though I dare lay he would 
do all he could. Your afTedionate and tender 
huiband, RtcH. Steele r 

Pray fen4 Hnen^ for 1 am to meet the parties 
before nine. 



LETTER CXLVH. To Mrs. Steele- 

Mv Deab^ Aug. 31, 1710. 

I HAVE fent a meflage by Cave a little way 
off:; as foon as he returns I will come home* 
I have almofi done one paper ^. Yours ever, 

* Rich. Steels. 



LETTER CXLVIII. To Mrs. Steele. 

DearPrue, oa. 2, 1710. 

As foon as you have dined, if you pleafe, 
come to Nutt's, where i am gone for 
hafte fake to difpatch my paper-f-; and I will go 
from thence whh you to fee Dick J at Lambeth. 
Yours ever. Rich. Steels. 



* 6m Tatlkh, NO419, >Septv»v 17 lo, woL VI. 
+ SeeTATLER, N»23a, vol. VI. 

X Their firft-born child, named RicbarJ, who died in his in- 
fency. See L«tter CLVII. 
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LETTER CXLIX« To Mn. Steele* 

Deae Peue, OSt. 12, 1 710. 

I DESIRE you to go to dinner. Be chearful 
and beautifulj and I will come to you to 
your mother*s between fix and feven this even* 
ing. Faithfully yours. Rich. Steele. 

LETTER CL. To Mrs. Steele. 
DeaePrue^ Junes, 171 k 

^ CANNOT come home to dinner. I dine 
\R with Tonfon, at an ordinary near the Tem- 
ple, with Mr. Addifon and another gentleman. 
A gentleman met me to-day, and acquainted mc 
that John had been with him to be hired, {o 
that70U will be rid of him, and I will pay him 
when I come home, i would have you go out 
and divert yourfelf, and believe I love you bet- 
ter than life. Yours, Rich. Steele. . 
' I write from Mr. Edward Lawrence's, whofe 
fifter would be glad of your company. 



LETTER CLL To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Peue» June 14, 171 1. 

I AM obliged to go with Mr. Glanvilte to 
Sir Harry Fumafle*s ^, and cannot be home 

tUl 

* This WIS Sir XKirry Twnujt^ the rich A14<nii»n ; W whom 
Swift i»7«9 ia ^' The EiamiBer," I^ 4d» ^\ know a dtizeiiy 

** who 
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tUl nine at night* Thank God, all will now be 
done* YoW 010ft obedient bufband. 

Rich. Stkelx. 
I will come to Berry-fireet at nine. 



LETTER CLII. To Mrs. Steele, 

Dear Pjlue, June 2i» i7ii« 

IAM gobg about your commands, and will 
fend word, or come home to dinner. Yours 
ever. Rich* Steele.^ 



LETTER CLIII To Mrs. Steeie, laft Doof 
Loft»hand, Bromley-ibeet * $ or Berry*ftreet f, 

'June aa, 1711. 

PRAY, 00 the receipt of this, go to Nine* 
Elms, and I will follow you within an 
hour. Yours, Rich. Steele* . 

^* who adds or alters a letter in hit nanus with every plumb he 
''^acquiref ; he now wants only the change of a vowel to be al« 
^* lied to a forereign prince in Italy } and that, perhaps, he may 
^* contrive to be done bj a flip of the graver on hit tomb*£kone.'' 
Be died Nov. 30» t7is. < 

* The lodgittjgt of her mother, Mri* Scuriock. 

t Their own lodgiBgsr 
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LETTER CUV. Tq Mrt. Stsem, 

BtA&PnuBp Jan. 21, lyi.i-ipt. 

. From Mr. Alhtrril's *. 

I STAY dinner here^ b\it fhall come home as 
foon as I have dined. 
In the mean time I defire you would order 
Michael to carry the inclofed to Mr. Gibbs*s -f- 
lodgings^ and bid him afterwards be in the way 
to wait for me. Your obliged hulband, 

IticH* Steele* 



LETTER CLV. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Jan. aa, 1711-12. 

GIVE me till ten o'clock to-morrow with-* 
^ut dtinniog for your payments; for 
Di^le innus upon paying butcher Gribbs, and 
fetding two'or three things^ before my domeftic 
comes. Y^\M, ' &i<:h. Steele* 



LETTER CLVI. To Mrs. Steele, 

Dear Prve, June 28, 1712. 

I CANNOT come home till the evening. All 
is fafe and well. My dilappointment haB» 

♦ Probably at Highgatc. Sec Letter CLXYIIL p. 95. 
t A butcher. See next Letter. 

produced 
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produced a good of which you will be glad^ to 
wit, a certainty of keeping my office *^ for re- 
figning fo great a profpedt. I am, dear things 
yours ever. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CLVIL To Mrs. Stejele. 

Dear Prue,' . July 15, 17 12. 

I THANK you for your kind billet. The 
nutfe fhall have money this week. I faw 
your fon Dick ; but he is a peevilh chit. Yoti 
cannot conceive how pleafed I am that 1 fliall 
have the prettieft houfe -f- to receive the prcttieft 
woman, who is the darling of Rich. Steele* 



LETTER CLVIIL . To M». Steele. 

Dear Creature, July 24, 17 la; 

ALL you defire ihall be done. I beg ef 
you to compofe yourfelf ; for nothing elfe 
can [make] happy one that doats on you To 
much that be cannot hide it, though he heartily 
wifhes he could. Yours unchangeably. 

Rich. Steele* 



* He was then a comtni^onef in the Stamp-office. 

i- A honfe in Bloomiburyfc^uare. See Letters CLX. CLXI. 
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LETTER CLIX. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Ang. ai, 1712*^ 

I BEG pardon that I am to dine with Mr. 
Montague. Yours ever. Rich. Steele. 



X-ETTER CLX. To Mrs. Steele, at bcr Houfe 
in Bloomlbury-fquaro. 

My DEAi^, DEAR Wife, Tucfilay, Sept. 2, 171a. 

I HAVE fent my niian to town, to carry a 
letter of excufe to Mr. Beranger, about go- 
ing out of town with him. I hope this will 
find you and your family [well] ; and I will be 
with you, God willing, to morrow dinner. Your 
afie&ionate^ faithful bufband. Rich. Steele^ 



' LETTER CLXL To Mrs. Steele. 

Dearest Wife, Sept. 17, 17 12, 

Hampton-court, Thurfday Noon. 

THE fineft women in nature fliouid not de- 
tain me an hour from you ; but you muft 
fometimcs fuffer the rivalihip of the wifeft men. 
Lord Halifax and Sommers leave this place af- 
ter dinner ; and I go to Watford^ to fpeak with 
the SoUcitor-general ^, and from thence come 
diredly to Bloomibury-fquare. Yours fsuth- 
fully. Rich. Steele. 

* Sir Robert Raymond; afterwards, in regalar facceflion. 
Attorney -general, a Serjeant at Law, Chief -juftice of the King's 
Sencb, and a Conkiniifioner of the Great Seal. 
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Dear Prue, Nov. i8, 171a. 

I AM come from a committee where I have 
[been] cb^rman, and drunk too much. I 
have the head-ach, and ihould be glad you 
would come to me in good-humour, which 
would ifways banifh any uneafinefs of temper 
from, dear Prue» your fond fool of a hufband. 

Rich. Steele.^ 



LETTER CLXIIL To Mrs. Steele, 

Dear Prue, March ji8, 17 13. 

I WILL do every thing you dcfire your own 
way. Yours ever. Rich. Steele, 



LETTER CLXIV. To Mrs. Steele. , 

Dear Prue, April 22, 1713. 

I HAVE met with Doggett*, and we Ihall 
fall into a difcourfe which will turn to ac- 
count. 

* Thomas Doggctt, an author and an a£h)r, who had, not 
long before the date of this letter, throun up in dilguft his oiHce 
of joint-managet of Drury-lane theatre, which he had feme time 
held with Wilks and Cibber, By his frugality he fecured a 
fufiicient competence to retire from the hurry of bufinefs whilft 
in the height of his reputation. In political principles, to ufe 

the 
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counts I fliall dine with him at fome eating- 
houfe. If you will be exa^y at five at But- 
ton's *, we will go together to the Park, or elfe- 
where, and be with you all night, if you conde- 
fcend to take me out of my truckle-bed. Yours 
f^thfully. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CLXV. To Mrs. St^Ile. 

Dear Prue, Nine in the Morning, May 5, 1713. 

I HAVE fent Will to get a place in the 
coach for your new maid, and am going out 
to vifit the company I invited to Hampton- 
court, to know their refolution. Your maid 
niay be always with the children. If the ap-' 
pointment holds, I will fend Will alfo this after- 



the words of Steele, he was "a whig yp to the head and ears $'* 
and fo ltri£lly was he attached to the ioterefts of the houfe of 
Hanorer, that he never let flip any occasion that prefented itfelf 
of demonftrating his fcntiments in that refpe^« The year after 
George I. came to the throne, Doggett gave a waterman's coat 
and iilver badge, to be rowed for by fix watermea, on the ift 
day of Auguft, being the anniverfary of the acceffion ; and at 
his death bequeathed a certain fum of money, the intereft of 
which was to be appropriated annuaity, for ever, to the pur- 
chkfe of a like coat and badge, to be rowed for in honour of the 
day. The ceremony continues to be annually performed, the 
claimants fetting out on a fignal given at that time of the tide 
when the current is ftrongeft againll them, and rowing from the 
Old Swan near London-bridge, to the White Swan at Chelfta. 

* A famous coffee'>houre in the Garden, frequented at that 
time by ail the wits. 

noon 
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neon with fAxtther diredions* I value a pcrfim 
youi are fond of too much to ride late m die 
cvemng; tbsrefore ihaU &t out myfelf early m 
iht morning toi^morrow. Your obedient hus- 
band, RiCIU ST££L£« 



LETTER QLXVI. To Mrs. St«ile. 

Dear Prue, Tonfon's, June 6, 2713. 

I SHALL not come home to dinner ; but, if 
you will call here at fix o'clock, we will take 
the air together. Yours more than you can 
imagine, or I exprefs. Rich. Stesle* 



LETTER CLXVIL To Mrs. Steele. 

D£A& Prue, June 10, 17 13. 

I SEND herewith the copy of the fettlemcnt 
which lay at Froden's, but cannot find my 
deed among his papers which relates to Barba* 
dos. He himfelf is light-headed. Your affec- 
tionate, obedient. Rich. Steslb* 



LETTER CLXVIIL To Mrs. Steele, 

Dear Prue, June 20, 1713- 

TO keep things in order from that quarter, 
I am gone to Highgate to dinner ; have 

been 
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been pretty fuccefsful this morning. Send for 
^eer-ones to keep you company. At night wer 
will talk over all. Your faithful^^ affedionate 
hufband, Rich. Stbei^e. 

Since the above^ I have received a meflage 
from Mr. Addifon, who put oflf the meeting with 
Mr. Alhurft, and has engaged me to meet fome 
Whig lords. In the evening, at fix, you fliaU 
know where I am. 



LETTER CLXIX. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Pru£» Jnly i* 17I{. 

IF you pleafe to be in a readinefs about one 
o'clock, I will fend you word where I (hall 
be, to go with jTou to Mr. Hoole's * to fee the 
Entry -f-. I have difcharged Hugh, and have 
his receipt. Your nioft afFefitionatc, faithful, 
hufband. Rich. Steele. 

I have given his black cloaths, for I will ne- 
ver ftrip a fcrvant. 

.» A ftationer, in Ludgtte-ftreet. 

t This was the public entry of the Duke D'Aumont, the 
French AmbafTadory who came on this day in (late from Green* 
wich to the Tower by water, and afterwards paraded, in a ftyle 
of great fplendour, thrpugh the city, to Somerfet-houfe i where 
he was magnificently entertained till the day of his public audi- 
ence, the 4th of July, when he proceeded to St. James's in the 
iame form as was obienred at his entry. A full aad curious ac* 
count of the whole folemnity may be feen in the *' Political 
•« Sute" for 1713, vol. VI. p. 34. 
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LETTER CLXX. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, July i, 1713. 

IF you will pleafe to come to Mr. Hoolc's, a 
fiationer's, next door to Ludgate churchy 
you will there find your ever obliged huiband^ . 

Rich. Steels* 



LETTER CLXXL To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, July 2, 1713. 

I WISH you a good joiumeyj take care of 
yourfelf^ and exped to find me at home to 
receive you to-morrow evening. Your moft 
bumble fervant^ Rich* Steele* 



LETTER CLXXII. To Mrs. Steeie. 

Dear Prue, July 10, iji^m 

THIS is only to acquaint you that I have al« 
moft finifhed my vexations ; and I ihall^ 
from to-morrow> be in a regular and methodical 
way. 

You are my pride, my pleafure, my ambition, 
and all that is agreeable to your affe^ionate and 
futhful hufband, Rich« SteelBi^ 
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LETTER CLXXIIL To Mrs. Steele. 
Dear Tyrant, July 13, 1713. 

I HAVE feen Carpenter this morning, and 
he fays it is all one to him, we may keep 
the woman in the houfe ; fo that what you have 
to do, is only to get linen, &c. bundled up 
againft evening. You Ihall hear from me again 
about five o'clock. I beg of you to govern me 
as gently as you can, for you have full power 
over your affeftionate^ conftant, obedient huf- 
band^ Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CLXXIV. To Mrs* Steele. 

July 22, 1713. 

I WRITE becaufe I hear you give yourfelf 
up to lamentation *. You have, indeed, no 
caufe for it; and I befecch you to repofe the 
confidence in me, which is defcrved from you 
by your afiedionate and tender hufband. 

Rich. Steels. 

> Within a month after' the date of this letter he was tleSJttd 
member for Stockbridgc j and, ftrangc to tell, the elcaion of 
poor Dick was followed up by a petition againft it on, the fcorc of 
BRIBERY I Sec <' Journals of the Houfe of Commons/^ March 
3» 1713-14- As Steele was expelled the Houfe on the 17th (fee 
p. 100) on another buiinefsj the petition was of courfe witk- 
tUawn, April 17, 1 7x4, 
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LETTER CLXXV. To Mrs. Steele. 

DkAR Wife, July 27, 1713. 

IF you pleafe to caU at Button's*, we will go 
together to Brompton. Yours ever. 

Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CLXXVL To Mrs. Steele. 
Dear Prue, Julysc 1713. 

IF you have not fecured Morgan. Davies at 
dinner, I would dine in Paul's church-yard, 
in order to go to Tryon after Change. Yours 
ever. Rich. Steele. 

I will be at home at five, therefore do not 
fend for me here except Davies is with you. 



LETTER CLXXVII. To Mrs. Steele. 
Dear Prue, Sept. 29, 1713* 

I HAVE fettled all things to great fatisfac- 
tion, and defire you would ftay at home, but 
fend the coach for me to come to you, to take 
the air and talk further* Yours, Rich. Steele. 

* Button, who had been a fervant in the Cotintefs of War- 
wick's family, kept a coffee-houfe on the fouth fide of Ruffcl- 
fire^t, about two doors from Covent-garden, and was under the 
patronage of Addison. Here it was that the Wits of that time 
ufcd to affemblc. It is faid, when Addisow had fuflfcred any 
vexation from the Countefs, he withdrew the company from 
Button's houfe. Johnson's « Lives of E^li4 Poets," vol. II. 
p. 339. 8vo, 1781, — ^.^«« 
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LETTER . CLXXVIII. To Mrs. SrEELi. 

Deak Prue, Bloomfbtiry-fquare, Dec. 24, 1713* 

I DINE with Lord Halifax, and Ihail be at 
home half-hour after fix. For thee I die, 
for thee I languifli. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CLXXIX. To Mrs. Steele. 

t)EAR f Rufe, - Jan. 20, 1713-14. 

I AM gone to Buckley's*, and from thence 
am to go and dine at a piacc where I am to 
be with the Eleftor's envoy. From thence 1 
ihall again return to Buckley's. I truft I ihall 
bring home good news. I want clean linen^ being 

♦ Sam. Buckley at the Dolphin in Little-Britain, for whom 
feven volumes of the original Spe£lator in folio had been printed. 
The Spe£lator being difcontinued at the clofeof the 7th volume, 
was fucceeded by The Guardian; and Pope informs us, that 
Steele was engaged in articles of penalty to Jacob Tonfon, for 
all the papers he publifhcd under this lad name. The fame au* 
thor fays, ** the true reafon that Steele laid down The Guar- 
dian was a quarrel between him and the bookfeiler abovemen« 
tionedj" he adds, *' that Steele, by deiifling two days, and al- 
tering the title of his paper to that of The Englijhman, got quit 
of his obligation. " Additions to Pope's Works," 1776, vol/ 
II. p. 84, €tfiq. At the date of this letter, the periodical paper 
to which Steele gave the title of The Engliihman, was in the 
courfe of publication; it was printed by S. Buckley in Amen- 
corner, and announced as The Sequel of the Guardian. The 
title of Speffator was refumed ibme months after ; number firft 
of the Vlilth volume, printed by Buckley in Amen-corner* 
fitiiOf is dated on the 18th of the June following, in 17 14* 

2 very- 
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very dirty with running about. I have left Mr. 
Craggs's fubfcription-books^ at his boufe. I 
am, dear Prue, yours faithfully. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CLXXX. To Mrs. Steele. 
Dear Prue, Jan. 26, 1713-14. 

I DINE abroad at Lord' Halifax's. Mr* 
Craggs I have written to, not having found 
him. 1 find what I defire is tranfai^ing, and to 
be done by a general fubfcription*, for divulging 
the Crifis all over the kingdom. I fliall not be 
at home till nine o'clock, becaufe I am to meet 
the Iheriff at fix. Yours ever. Rich. Steele. 



: LETTER CLXXXL To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, J^n. 27, 17 13-14. 

I REPEAT that I will do in all as you haw 
defired, fo help me God. Rich. Steele* 
I will be at Tonfon's all the evening. 

* Of Steele's celebrated political pamphlet, " The Crifis,** 
which was printed and pnblifhed by Buckley. On th*e fubjeft 
of this fubfcription, fee fome fevere remarks in Swift's " Public 
Spirit of the Whigs." A ^^w days before the date of this letter. 
Swift publiflied a paraphrafc of an Ode of Horace, beginning, 
<< Pick, thou'rt refolv'd, as I am told, 

Some ftrange arcana to unfold, 
And, with the help of Backley*s pen, 

To vamp the good old etufe again. 
Which thou (fuch Burnet's Ihrewd advice is) 
Muft furbi(h up, and nickname Crisis,*' &e. fro* 
See the whole poem in the *' Supplement to Swift." 
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LETTER CLXXXIL To Mrs. St£elc. 

Dear. Prue, March ii, 17 13-14. 

I SEND this to let you know, that Lord 
Halifax would not let me go to the Houfe^ 
but thought it would be better to have the firft 
attack made in my abfence. Mr. Foley* was 
the gentleman who did me that honour ; but 
they could not bring it to bear fo far as to ob- 
tain an order for my attending in my place -f*, or 
any thing elfe to my difadvantage than that all 
pamphlets are to come on Saturday. Lord Ha- 
lifax, in the Houfe of Lords, tgld the miniftry, 
that he believed, if they would recommend the 
Crifis to her Majefty's pei:ufal, Ihe would think 
quite otherwife of the book than they do. 

I think they have begun very unhappily and 
tingracefuUy againft me, and doubt not but God 
will turn their malice to the advantage of the 
innocent. Your faithful hufband, and humble 
fervant. Rich. Steele, 

* The motion which Mr. Auditor Foley particularly leveled 
«t Steele, in a debate on the bill for Upniting the number of of« 
ficers in ihe Houfe of Commons^ was, ^' to take into confidera- 
*< tion that part of the Queen's fpeech which related to the fup- 
*' preffing feditious libels and fa£lious rumours." 

t They obtained it, however, on the next day. 
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LETTER CLXXXIIL To Mrs. Steele, 

Dear Prue, Bow-ftrcct, ^larch 12, 1713-14. 

1AM going to Mr. Walpole's, to meet 
Ibme friends. There is nothing can arife 
to me* which ought to afflid you ; therefore, 
pray be a Roman lady, and afiume a courage 
equal to your goodnefs. The Queen is very ill. 
Your faithful^ very chearful hufband. 

Rich. Steele. 
Do not mention^ if you fee Harris, the bufi- 
nefs of the Queen. 



LETTER CLXXXIV; To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, March 18 1> i7i3-H» 

Temple, Sevea o'CIock. 

[HAVE made my defence J, and am ordered 
to withdraw. Addifon was fent out after 



* On this day a regular complaint was made to the Houfe, by 
Mr. Foley, of three pamphlets by Steele (" The Crifis," and two 
fingle numbers of << The Engliihraan"), as containing •« fe« 
f* veral paragraphs tending to fedition, highly refle6bing upon 
** her Majefty, and arraigning her admin iftration and govern* 
** ment." Mr. Steele was ordered to attend in his place on the 
i3th$ which he did accordingly, and was then allowed four days 
for making his defence. 

f The original i$mifdated, March 17. 

X He owned, in his place, *' that he wrote and publiihed the 

*' pamphlets complained of ^" and read the paragraphs to the 

Jioufe^ << with the f%me 9hearfulner8 an4 iati$fa£lioii with which 

H4 "he 
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me, by my friends, to bid me not be feen till I 
heard what will be the cenfure. If you ^eafe 
to go to Mrs, Keek's, I will fend to you thither 
by a porter an hour or two hence. Nothing caa 
happen to my condition in private the worfc,' 
and I have bufied myfelf enough for the public' 
The next is^ for you and yours. Rich. St£ei«e« 



LETTER CLXXXV. To Mrs- Steele. 

My dear. Life, March 19, I7i3-i4« 

I WILL take immediate care of what you 
fend about. Pray let nothing difquiet you, 
for God will protfed: and profper your inno* 
cence and vhtue, and, for your ikke, dear Prue, 
your faithful hu{baad, and hun^ble fervant. 

Rich. Steele. 

** he abjured the Pretender." Steefc fpoke on this oecafion with 
fuch a temper, modelly, unconcern, eafy and manly eloquence* 
as gave entire fatisfa^ion to all who were not inveteraiely pre* 
polTeiTcd againft him. H* was ftrongly fupported by Mr. Vi^al- 
pole. General Stanhope, the Lord Finch, the Lord Hinchin- 
broke, and the Lord Lumley« His principal opponents were 
Mr. Foley, Sir W. Wyndham, Sir Edward Northey (the attor- 
ney general), and other courtiers. After a long and intereiiing 
debate, Steele was expelled' the Houfe, by 254 voices againft 
i5». He took ample revenge, however, three days after, on 
the Harleys and the Foley s^ under the name of the Crabtrets an4 
Brickii^ftj, in the eleventh number of " The Lover." 



LETTER 
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LETTER CLXXXVL To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, March 19, 1713-14. 

I AM in very good-humour, and in np con- 
cern but fear of your being uneafy. I will 
go to the club to-night ; for, as you fay^ I muft 
prefs things well now or never. Your faithful 

Dick Steele* 



LETTER CLXXXVII *. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, March 20, 1^13 14. 

Bloomfbury-fquarc, 

I WILL do all you defire ; and, after 1 have 
been with Lord Wharton and the reft, in 
the morning, 1 will come to Bloomlbury, where 
the Mayor of Stockbridge dines with your moft 
faithful hufband. Rick. Steele. 



LETTER CLXXXVIII. To Mrs. Steeee. ' 

Dear Prue, March 24 1> i7!3-i4* 

ALL I know further is, that \vhen I was a- 
bed laft night Afhurft called here, and 

* Indorfed by Mrs. Steele, ** The crowd of worthy gentlemen 
«* expeacd." 

f ** The Cafe of Richard Steele, Efq. with an importial Ac- 
*' count of the Proceedings againft him, in a Letter to a Friend," 
was publiihed on this day. 

left 
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left word he had been about the bufinefsj and 
all would do beyond expedition. Your repre- 
hended fpoufe, and humble fcrvant. 

Rich. Steele* 



LETTER CLXXXIX. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Tonfon's, March 25, 1714. 

ALL I hear now is this morning from Alh- 
urft^ that 3000 1. is to be paid in to Mr. 
Warner for my ufe, but when, and by what 
hand, I am ftiil in the dark. I fuppofe Afhurit 
will in the afternoon be here, and I am to be ia 
the evening with young MinfliuU. 

I am very impatient to have this matter ended 
fome way or other, that I might be with you 
and the brats, God will preferve us, and let us 
meet with joy. Your mofl obedient hulband. 

Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CXC. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Eafter Sunday, March 28, 17 14. 

I WRITE this to acquaint you that I am 
going to Dr. Weft's chapel. 
I cannot learn any thing of our great bufinefs 
more than that it is a-doing, and my chief cre- 
ditor feems eafy in expe&ation of his mone;^ 
that way. 

' I lam 
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I am going this morning to a very fokmn 
work*, and invoke Almighty God to blefs you 
and your little ones^ befeeching him to fpare me 
a little life to acquit myfelf to you and them, 
whom of all the world 1 have hitherto leaft en* 
deavoured to ferve^ But you, and Betty, and 
Dick'f, and Eugene, and Molly, iKall be hence- 
forth my principal cares: next to the keeping a 
good confcience. Yours, good Prue, 

Rich. Steele. 
Service to Mrs. Keck. 



LETTER CXCI. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, March 30, 1714. 

I SIT down to give you fome accoilnt of our 
affairs. The affair wich Afliurft, he fays, is 
in great forwardnefs ; but I cannot dive into th'fe 
fecret by what hands I am to be obliged. I had 
the good fortune to be with Mr. Cadogan alone 
yefterday after 1 had dined with him. His dif- 
courfe was much to' my fatisfadion, but I can- 
not write it; therefore, if you pleafe to come 
hither in the evening, between feven and eight, 
we will talk all over. After I had been with 
Cadogan till fix in the evening, he carried mc 
to a ball, where were his mother, filler, and fe- 

• This is not the only inilance of Steele's attention to reti« 
gions duties. See pp. 5, 7. 

t His eldcft fon j who died foon after. Sec Letter CCXXVI. 

veral 
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veral relations^ among whotn Lady BlundelL I 
did not come home till three in the momi&g^ 
which is the reafon that you hear from me {q 
late as now, at twelve o'clock. It is a mighty 
filly thing for you and I to be melancholy i but 
let us chear one another, and be a comfort to 
each other. According to the fituation of af*- 
fairs, nothing Jbut Divine Providence can pre-» 
vent a civil war within a few years; and againft 
fucb difafters there can be no remedy but pre- 
paring our minds for the incidents we are to 
meet with, with chearfulnefs. Dear wife, I ho- 
nour, I love, I doat on you. Rich., Steele* 



LETTER CXCII. To Mrs* Steele. 
Dear Prue, April i, 1714. 

I WANT the leafe and all receipts about the 
houfe in York-buildings, to which Mr. Rea- 
fon is landlord. Pray fend them by Harris. I 
have heard no news to*day, but expedt fome 
by-and-by, of which you Ihall have an accoijnt. 
Your faithful hufband, and humble fervant. 

Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CXCIII. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Devereux-co«rt, April 3, 17 14. 
r CANNOT come home, having the Under- 
L flicrifF to fpeak with firft at five o'clock ; 

froni 
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from thence I fliall go to the play, which I 
make a place of bufincfs, for I am in hopes of 
feeing two or three people in the boxes whom I 
cannot fee elfewhere. I defire Will may carry 
the three bottles of wine of mine, at Tonfoq's, 
to Bloomftury. I will' be at home as foon as 
the play is done. Yours, yours, ever^ ever, 

Rich. St££l^# 



LETTER CXCIV. To Mrs, Steele., 

Dear Prue, » May 21, 1714, 

I WILL come for you at fix o'clock, to go 
by land or water to Chelfea. I think things 
will go pretty well. I am gone to Fox-hall. I 
muft come to London again before I go to 
Chelfea. Yours ever. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CXCV. To Mrs, Steele, fifth Door, 
Bloomfbury-fquare. 

My dear Prue, May 21, 1714. 

I SEND this, to let you know that we do not 
go out of tow^ to-night. I am your affec- 
tionate, faithful hufband. Rich. Steele. 

Pray pardon impatiencies, which have their 
foundation in care and folicitude for you, and 
vexation that I have not been fo juft as to pre^ 
fcr my family to all the world. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CXCVL To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Bloornfbury-fquare, May 28, 17 14. 

I WILL come to you as fooq as poffibly E 
can. I hope you will like the lampreys 
which I left at home. I am going to the Ha* 
nover clut, but muft be back at the prefs * be- 
fore half-hour after feven. Your moft obedient 
kufband, ? Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CXCVIL To Mrs. Steele. 

Tonfon's, Bow-ftreet, June 2, 1714* 

I ST AY here to attend this thing * clofe, or it 
will not be ready, for I am forced to make 
alterations according to new intelligence about 
the bill. When I have done, I will come to 
you. Yours ever^ Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CXCVm. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Bloomfbury-fquare, June 24, I7I4« 

LORD WHARTON, whom I met at the 
Houfe, engaged me at the Kit-cat at three 

^ The fecond edition of '' A Letter to a Member of Parlia- 
'< ment» concerning the Bill for preventing the Growth of 
** Schifm, by Richard Steele, efq." was publilhed June 5, 1714* 
His << Romiih Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of late Yean^' appeared 
«n the z5th of the prccediog month. 

o'clock ; 
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o'clock; fo that, had I come home, Ifhould 
have had time but juft to come back again. 

I will wait on you after fix. Yours, moft 
obediently. Rich. Steele. 

LETTER CXCIX. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, 1^178,1714. 

AFTER having fettled with Tryon to pay 
Tifhmaker, I am attending other bufinefs^ 
and wait Mr. Walpole's motions. I will be at 
home at feven o'clock. Yours, Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CC. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Charing-crols, July 15, 1714. 

MR. WALPOLE going out of town to- 
morrow, I am obliged to dine where he 
does, to get an opportunity of fpeaking to him. 
I am, dear Prue, your moft affedlionate, obedi* 
ent hufband. Rich. Steele. 



. LETTER CCI. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, July 3i> ^1^4- 

St. James's CofFee-houfe, 

THE news is come hither that the Queen 
is dead *. I am, dear Prue, your moft af- 
fedionate, and moft obedient huft)and. 

Rich. Steele. 

♦ She a6tually died next morning, a little after feven o'clock, 
Aug. I, 1714, ia the 59th year of her age, and the 13th year of 
ker reign. ^ . 

LETTER 
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LETTER ecu. Jo Mrs. SxEEtE* 

t)EAR Prue, Atig. 4, 171411 

Thatchcd-hbufe, St. James's-ftreet, 

I HAVE been loaded with compliments from 
the Regents, and aflured of fomething imme- 
diately, but have not heard what anfwer Philips 
brings from Scott. I defire you to fend mc a 
guinea. I fliall have calh in the morning. I 
wait here to fpeak with Cadogan, with whom I 
would explain the pofture of my affairs more 
tarneftly. Faithfully yours. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCIIl. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Aug. 6, I7i4« 

I WAS obliged to borrow of Mr. MinfhuU* 
money to pay Scott 50 1. 
He obliged me to dine with him, after which 
I niuft go to Mr. Moore*, and after that to Mr. 
Afhurft, and after that to the delight of my 
eyes, your dear felf. Rich. Steele, 

♦ Mr. Minlhull, Mr. Moore, Mr. Lechmerc, Bp. Hoadly, 
and Addifon, were all Tald to have been concerned with Stbelk 
in the compofition, Fevifal, and ccrrcftion of " The Crifis," 
vrhich was publilhed in Steele's name, Jan. 19, i7i4« 
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LETTER CCIV. TaMrs^SxraLK* 

Dear Pru£» Aug. 8, 1714. 

I SEND Wilmot; but Hay at St. James's, bc- 
caufe they talk of great news, which J will 
bring you ; and aai^ your mod obedient hu{band^ 

Rich. Stbslb. 



LETTTER CCV. To Mrs, Steele, 
Dear Prvb, St. Jameses, Aug. 15, I7i4* 

I HAVE been with Cadogan*, who gives mc 
great hopes of focceft in the patent for far- 
things-j-. Baron Bothmar dines with him, and he 
-will have me he there* 

If I do not deferve good-fortune, I hope be- 
ing joined to you and yours will be, in the fight 
of Heaven, a motive for bleffing me, who, with 
Grod^s grace, Ihall grow better. Your obedieat 
hulband. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCVI. To Mr?. Steele- 
Dear True, St. James's, Aug, 23, 17 14. 

I HAVE ordered Willmoi to carry home 
the things you fpcak of in Covent garden. 
I ihall be with the B^efiokes X aod odiers tiU 

* The famous Getiersf, tfterwatds Eart Ca^gsli. 
t This fccms to have been an abortive projeft. 
I Thoma« MrodSericke, eAf* imis efte^iiedf at the fame tim 
wkh Steele a reprcfentative for Stockbiidge. See p. 9$. 

I «ftet 



y Google 



ti4 STEELE*? LETTERS 

after eleven o'clock this night, for which I hope 
you will pardon me; but J will not drinks Your 
obedient hulband. Rich. Steele, 

Willmot will tell you about the houfe in this 
flreet. 



LETTER CCVIL To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear Prue, Sept. 8, 1714. 

I SHALL dine at Clelartd's*, in order to fee 
Lady Matlborough-f' as foon^s Ihe is at iei- 
fure after dinner. 1 have fpoken to two or 
three of the juftices^ and I think all will do well. 
Your moft obedient .huf^and. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCVIIL To Mrs. Steele. . 

1)ear dearest Prue, Jan. 27, 1714-15. 

I HOPE this will find you well, as I am at 
this prefent writing. I fend Willmot to 

* The friend and correfpondcnt of Pope j and fuppofed to be 
the Will Honeycomb of " The Spcftator." Of his fon, who is 
llifl living, fee " Anecdotes of Mr. Bowyet/* p. 366. . 

t On the fubjedk poflibiy of the Hiilory of her Lord. In the 
fixth number of " The Reader," May 3, 17 14, Steele gives an 
acconnt of his defign to write the hiftory of the Duke of Marl- 
borough, from the dace of his commiflion of Captain-general 
and Plenipotentiary, to the expiration of thofe commiflions. The 
materials were then in his cuHody i but the work, which after- 
wards devolved to Glover and Mallet,, to whom the Durchefs 
Ifftte )>y her will loool. for that purpoiei is ftill unexecuted. 

. • know 
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know how you do only, and to bring the books 
concerning the law of eledions ; or, what is bet- 
ter, let him bring the green covfers with him. If 
you have a letter with a note of Warner's, fend 
it hither, and I will have it of his neigbour Mr. 
Jeffop*. 1 write now among dancing, finging, 
hooping, hallooing, and drinking. I think I 
fliall fucceed. My dear, I love you to-death. 

If the bill is not come, and you have a guinea 
or two, fend them ; for I would not borrow till 
my bill comes, which will certainly be next ar-' 
rival of the poft to York. . Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCIX. To Mrs. Steele, at Mr. 
Harrifon's, over againft the Black Man, in Coney- 
ftreet, York. 

Dear Prue, Jan. a8, 1714-15. 

Boroughbridge, Twelve at Night. 

I OBEY your direftions exadly, and avoid 
drinking, and every thing elfe that might 
give you any trouble. The precept for eleding 
members for this pktce came hither today, and 
the eledion is to be on Wednefday. It looks 
with a good face on my fide. I take the op- 
portunity of writing by the gentleman who 
keeps the Black Man. He has very much 
pleafed me with an account that you had a river 
at the end of your garden. Thferc will be there, 

♦ Sec p. ir(, 

I z 1 doubt 
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I doubt not, a thou(and prayers oflfered up, to 
grant me difcretion, and the eafe of this world. 
You and yours, I fear, will make me covetous; 
1 am furc you have made me value wealth much 
more than I ever thought I fliould : but indeed 
I have a reafon which makes it worth the pur- 
fuit : it will make me more agreeable to you*. 
I am indeed, Prue, intirely yours, R. Steele* 

I hope Nanny does not milbehave fo as to 
diflurb your tranquillity. 

If the poft Ihould this night not bring mc 
money, I find 1 can have money in the country,' 
and draw a bill on Mr. Caftleman at London. 



LETTER CCX. To Mrs. Steele. 

Dear. Prue, Boroughbridgc, Feb. i, 1714-15. 

I AM aftonilhed Warner has nor fent mc a 
bill before now* Mr. JefTopf- is at the 
neighbouring borough, where he is to be chc^en 
this morning. 

I will take twenty pounds of him, and fend 
you money by an exprefs, which I will fend to 
you to-morrow with advice of our fuccefs here. 
The election is to be between eight and eleven in 
the morning. I am, dear Prue, ever tbine/ 

Rich. Steele.. 

* Sec Letter CCXIII. and note, ad fintm, 
t William Jefibp, efq. eleded in this and feverai fucceeding^ 
parliaments for Aldborough in Yorkihire. 
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LETTER CCXI. To Mre. Steele, at Mr,, 
Harrifon's at York, Coney- ftrcet. • 

Dear Prue, Feb. 4, 1714-15.* 

THIS is to acquaint you that I will be with 
you on Saturday, and then fettle your jour- 
ney home ; which I propofe ihall be in the coach 
this day fe^nnight. 

I have got money, and you Ihajl hear of me 
again to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Jeffop has been very zealous in my elec- 
tion, and flood by with his ikill and knowledge 
on the fpot. Yours ever. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCXII. To Mrs.* Steele, at her 
Houfe, over againft Park-place, St. James's, 

Dear Prue, Clarcmont, April 10, 1715. 

MY Lord Clare-f- (who you will own to have 
fome pretence to command me) will not 

let 

* This might have been addrcflcd, " To Lady Steele." 
t Afterward the patriotic Duke of Ncwcaftle, Steele had 
juft before dedicated to him the Colk£iioii of his *' Politieal 
** Writings." This Noblcmati, wlio was then Lord -lieutenant 
of the county of Middlefejc, had not long before placed Steele in 
the commiHion of the peace for that county, and appointed him 
one of his Deputy •lieutenants. It was in this capacity that, two 
days only before the date of this letter, he was knighted, on prt«- 
fenting to the King an add refs from the Lieutenancy of Middle* 
fex an4 Wcftminiler, which Steele had the honour •£ drawing 

I 3 wp» 
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let me come away from hence this night. Pray 
forgive your moft obedient, humble fervant. 

Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCXIIL To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, Speaker's Chambers, Aug. 14, 17 15. 

I WRITE this before I go to Lord Marlbo- 
rough's, to let you know that there was no 
one at the Treafury but Kelfey, with whom 
Welfted * left the order, and he is to be at the 
ITreafury again to-morrow between two and 
three : when, without doubt, the money will be 

up. About the fame time he was appointed furvcyor of the 
royal (tables ar Hampton- court. On the 28th of May following, 
being the King's birth-day, who then entered his 56th year, Sir 
Richard particularly diftinguilhed himfelf, by treating above 
200 gentlemen and ladies. The entertainment, confiftingof py- 
rainids of all manner of fweetmeats, the moft generous >viQes9 
fuch as burgundy, champaign, &c. was ufliered in by a pro- 
logue written by Tickell and fpoken by Mrs. Younger; and 
concluded by an epilogue written by himfelf, and fpoken by 
Mr. Wilks, very merry, and free with his own charaftcri 
after which, a large table that was in the area of the concert- 
houfe was taken away, to make room for the company to dance 
country-dances, which was done with great decency and regu- 
larity. An Ode of Horace was alfo fet to mufic on this occa- 
fion i with feveral fongs and other entertaining performances^ 

* Leonard Welfted, an ingenious young clerk in the oflSce of 
pne of the fccretaries of ftate, whom Steele very highly efteem- 
cd. Welfted had not long before this addrefled to him two fe- 
veral poetical publications'; an imitation of an ode of Horace, 
under the title of «< A Prophecy,' and " Au Epiftic on the 
f< King's Acceflion.*' 

paid. 
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paid*. I have no ho|:}es from that, or any thing 
elfc-f-, but by dint of riches to getthe government 
of your Ladylhip. Yours, Rich. Steele. 

* In the notes on the Dunciad, Mr. Welfted (among much 
equally wanton abuft) is repifoached with having " received at 
" onetime 500I. for fecrct fcrvicc, among the other excellent au- 
** thors hired to write gnonymoufly for the miniftry." Thi# 
idle calumny (which arofe from that fum appearing in the Report 
of the fecret committee, 1742, as. ilTued ** to Leonard Wcilled, 
"gent, for f|>ec^al fervices, Aug. 27, 17 15") was. refuted in the 
Siographia Britannica, art. Steele, p. '3830^ note u, on the 
authority of Welftcd's own declaration" to Mr. Walthoc, an^af- 
4£rmaii of St. Alban's, «* that he received the money for the ui]b 
•* of Sir R. Steele, and paid it to him." If any further proof 
of this affertion were wanting, we have hei^e the exprefs tefti- 
mony of Steele himfelf, that the money was iffued for his uft. 
And wc are fo.far indebted to the author of, the Dunciad, that 
he has unwittingly contributed to illullratc this letter, which 
would otherwife have, wanted a clue. 

f It appear^ from this and other paifages in thefe letters, that 
Lady Steele had an undue love of money, which was a fource 
of much vexation to hTrletf, and of^lbffleTmeafinefs to her huf- 
band. There is a prelumptive proof of this in the following 
quotation, which is happily illuftrated in this publication. 
Steele, in his " Efigliflxman," celebrates the greatnefs and 
equanimity of a poor man with a iar n^ckciotb, who, with per- 
fe61: fan^-frofcf, was firft informed at a cofFce^houfe of his hav* 
ing got a prize of 10,000 1. in the lottery. After ftriftly and 
coolly examining into the trutj| of the information, he turned 
out of iii$ pocket ,half*a-crown and (ixpenqe. Prerenting the 
half-crown to the waiter, " It is all I have got now f faid he], 
'* but I will call another time and give you more for your good 
*' news," Having related the incident with his ufual fpirit and 
high approbation, Steele adds, ** I fpeak it fincerely, I had 
" much rather have his temper than his fortune ; for had it hap- 
** pened to me, alas ! I fhould have given it, like a (lave as I 
** am, to a lAioman njubo dtfpifes me without it. Hang her. how- 
ever, I wifli I had it for her fake." Englishman, N«"47, 
Jan. 21, 1 7 14, printed by &. Buckley, xzmo, p. 218, 219, See 
Letter CCVIIL adfinem. 
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LETTER CCXIV. To Lady Steele, humbly 
prefenL 

Dear Prue, Jan. lo, 1715-16. 

I HAVE that in my pocket which within a 
few days will be a great fum of money, bc- 
fides what is growing at the play-houfc. I prefer 
your eafe to all things. J beg of you to fend 
for coals, and all things neceffary for this week, 
and keep us only to the end of it out of your 
abundance* and 1 Ihall ever add to it hereafter, 
inftead of attempting to diminilh it. I cannot 
indeed get money immediately without appear- 
ing raoft fcandaloufly indigent, whioh I would 
avoid for the future. Ever yours, 

HiCH. Steele. 



LETTER CCXV. Tb Lady Steele,, over againft 
Park-plstce, St. James*«-ftrect. 

Dear Prue, Jan, 11, 1715-16. 

Baldwin's, Eaft-ftrect, near Red-Lion Square* 

I AM here very bu% and fliall be all night. 
Pray fend me a book which is upon the 
'fcrutore in the dining-room. It is an Hiftory 
of Ireland, and many leaves of it turned down, 
and papers in it. It is a fad thing 1 muft take 
fuch paims ; but you are to be the better for it^ 
which is the main comfort to, yours ever. 

Rich. Steele. 
LETTER 
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LETTER CCXVI. To Lady Steele. 

DearPrue, Chdfca, Monday, Feb. 14, 1715-16. 

MR. FULLER* and I came hither to dine 
in the air ; but the maid has been fo 
flow 'that we a^e benighted, and chufe to lie 
here rather than go this road in the dark. I lie 
at our own boufcy and my friend at a relation's 
in the town. , 

I defire Willmot may come in the morning 
with my linen. Your obedient hufl^and, 

Rich. S^^eele* 



LETTER CCXVIL To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, Marclii 26, 1716. 

I DID not come to town to day tecaufc I find 
my hand in, and, by the help of Dymock-j-, 
ihall be able this evening to finifh what I have 
ddfcrred from day to day for two months laft 
pad. Left you fhould be uncafy, I fend Will* 
mot to let you know that I ihaU not come home 
till to-morrow about elevea in the moroing, aai 
am, dear creature, abfolutely thine, 

' Rich. Steele.. 

^ One of Steele's afBftants as a writer in the Tatler. See 
fii^ Tatler, vol. V. N** zo$, p. 266 and 267, nott^ where 
rhe curious reader will find a veiy hunourable account gf hiiD^ 
f 00 long to be tranfcribed h«re. 

t Stiele's amanuenjit^ 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCXViri. To Lady^STfeELE, with a 
Cafe. 

Dear Prue, St. James's-ftrect, Aug. 9, 1716. 

YOU may obferve, in thofe excellent 
books which your polite coufin* reads to ' 
you, that neceflaries are often wanting to the 
heroes and heroines for want of* (lowing their 
. portmanteaus with proper materials. 

The bearer brings you, with this, a cafe of 
inftruments for eating and drinking, that may 
be upon the road both of ornament and ufe to. 
Madam, your-obedicnt hulband, 

Rich. Steele. 



I 



LETTER CCXIX. To Lady Steele, at Car- 
marthen, South Wales. 

Dear Prue, . ^ Saturday^ Nov. 17, ly^S. 

MOLLY'S diftemper proves the fmall-porx, 
which Ihe has very favourably, and a 
^ood kind. Mrs. Evans is very good; and 
Nurfe Jervafe very diligent^ Sarah has eversy 
good quality, and the whole family are in health 
befide the dear infant. I am very clofe at my 
papers, not having been two hours out of the 

* Alexander Scurlock, fon to a brother of Lady Steele's fa- 
ther. Sec Letter CCXXIL &c. 

houfe 
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houfe fince I parted with you. Pray take care 
of yourfelf. I love yoru to diftradtion ; for I 
cannot be angry at any thing you do, let it be 
ever fo odd and unexpedted^ to the tendereft of 
hufbands. Rich. Steele, 

We had not, when you left us, an inch of 
candle, a pound of coal, or a bit of meat, in the 
houfe ; but we do not want now. 



LETTER CCXX. To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, Nov. ao, 1716/ 

I AM here under the double feverity of your 
abfence and Molly's ficknefs; but I hope 
you are well, as the child is, in her condition. 
She has the fmall-pox with very favourable 
fymptoms, and is very well attended by Evans 
and her hufband, Sarah, and Nurfe Jervafe. I 
am, with the utmoft affedtion, your obedient 
hulband, and moft humble fervant. 

Rich. Steele. 
I hope to begin my journey* the day after 
Willmot's return. 

I opened thisv after fealed, to let you know 
Willmot is come. 

* To Scotland, whither he was going as a Comtnii&oner of 
the Forfeited Eftates. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCXXL To Lady Steele. 

T)ear Prue^ Nov. 26, 1716. 

I HOPE this wHl find you fafe at Carmar- 
then, and that you find all things eafy there. ^ 
There is nothing extraordinary has occurred 
here. Your daughter Betty was very well yef- 
terday : I made her be brought out as I rode by. 

I have been much on horseback to prepare 
for my journey, for which I expeft prders on 
Monday next out of Scotland. This js the ninth 
day with my tlear Molly in the fmall-pox ; ihe 
has many in the body^ few m the face : they 
are, they iay, very kindly. Nurfe Jervafe, with 
her duty, recommends berfelf to you for her ex- 
traordinary care and diligence about your child. 
Mrs. Evfins and her hulband deferve very well 
of fiu I am, with the tendered love, your moft 
4:>bcdieiit huihand, and jnoft humble fervant^ 

Rich. Steele* 

My moft humble fervice to the widow, and 
all the family. 



LETTER CCXXII. To Lady Steele. 

DitAR PRUE, Nov. 27, 1716. 

I WRIT to my confin Alexander this poft, 
and defired him toexcufe my not writing to 
you; but, on fecond thoughts, fearing you 

mighp 
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To L4i>Y STEELE. tag 

might be difpleafed, I fend this, though it has 
only to fay that I am, with entire teve and duty, 
your moft obedient hufband, and humble fer- 
vant. Rich. St£Sle, 



LETTER CCSXIIL To Lady Steele. 

Dear Pruf, Nov. 39,. 1716. 

I AM extremely obliged to you for your Ictr 
ter on the reverfe of my coufin's. Your in^ 
difpofition is a very great grief to me. I defire 
you to ufe brandy to bathe your head^ till you 
hear Dr. Garth's advice by next pofL Betty is 
very well, and Molly up, and has this day taken 
phyfic, which Ihall be fcontinued as much as 
proper, and at proper diftances. I have a great 
packet to anfwer from Scotland, of which you 
fliall have i further account in my next; I am 
devotedly yours^ Rxch. Steele* 



LETTER CCXXIV. To Lady Steele^ at Car- 
marthen. South Wales. Frank, Richard SueU. 

Dear Prue, D€Ck6, i7i6«. 

THIS is only to fay we are all well. A- 
mong other little matters,, L wait an an- 
fwer from you before I fet out for Scotland. , I 
am, dear Prue, faithfully thme. Rich. Steele; 
Garth adyifes your walking your head with 
water and fait. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCXXV. To Lady Steelk* 

Dear Prue, St. James's-ftreet, Dec. ii, 1716. 

I HAVE received yours, with the inclofed 
bill for fifty pounds. I eafneftly intreat you 
not to excruciate your fpirit with, what you 
ought to overlook and defpife. I will write to 
you at large on Thurfday about all matters, 
efpecially the method of my journey. I am, 
*dear woman, entirely yours. Rich. Steele, 



LETTER CCXXVL To Lady Steele *. 

Dj^arest Prue, [undated]. 

THIS is only to alk how you do. I am 
Your-Betty-Dick-Eugene Molly's humble 
fervant. Rich. Steele^ 



LETTER CCXXVn. To Lady Steele. 

My dear Prue, Dec. 13, 17 16* 

MRS. Secretary Bevans-f- has acquainted me, 
by the 7th inftant, that you are well, and 

♦ This fcrap is placed here moft probably out of its proper 
order ; a circumftance of no more importance than the letter ir^ 
felfy which is only preferved as enumerating all his family ii^ a 
way that no man but himfelf would ever have thought of. 

t Sifter to Lady Steele's mother. See Letter CXXX. ad 
finem^ She was at this time a widow. See Letter CCXXI. ^d, 

very 
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very much^my friend and fervant, Mrs. Evans 
went to fee Betty yefterday, who, flie fays, is 
grown a very fine lady. Moll fat by me a little 
as I was writing yefterday ; flie will not be at all 
marked, but is a dear child. Eugene is grown 
a very lively gentleman. After all this news, 
which takes in all the compafs of whatever you 
care for **, you will not much regard politics if 
I fliould write any. But it feems my Lord 
Townfliend is out, and Stanhope and Methuea 
the two fecretaries for England, and Duke Rox- 
borough ^ made a third fecretary for Scotland ; 
for which place I intend to fet out this day, with 
an opportunity of a gentleman's coach going 
down. I am, dear Prue, your moft affectionate, 
. obedient, languilhing relift. Rich. Steele^ 
The machine is almoft ready. 



LETTER CXXVm. To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, Dec. i8, 1716. 

WHETHER I love you becaufe you arc 
the mother of the children, or them 

* By this cxpreflion it appear* their firft boy Dick (fee p. 
105) was now dead. Eugene died in November 1723. 

f John Ker, Duke of RoxborOugh, was appointed fecretary 
for North -Britain, Dec. i6y 17 16. He refigned that ofRce, 
Aug. 25, 1725; and fin ce that period, inflead of a diflin6l fe- 
cretary of ftate for. Scotland, there has been regularly a keeper 
•f the fignet under the other two fecretaries, 

3 becaufe 
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beeaiufe you are their mother^ I kno^ net; but I 
«m« fure I am growing a yery eovetears creature 
for the faheof both of you. I am making hafte 
to- Scotland ; have only a fmall affair, which I 
will acquaint you with in my next, and am, 
entirely yours. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCXXIX. To Lady Stebue* 

Dear Prue,. St.. jamcs's-ftreet, Dec. 20, 1716. 

MRS. SECRETARY* writes me word you 
have a curiofity to know what buftle it 
was that you heard of at the playhoufe. It was 
occafioned by a gentleman's coming in very 
rough, in a riding-habit ; and the fentry enquir- 
ing of him where ke was going, as he offered to 
pafs into a box, he told him, if he oppofed his 
paffagc he would flioot hrm through the head. 
The foldier was the more alarmed at him,, and 
perfifted to deny him entrance; at which the 
ftranger pulled out a piftol, and fliot the man in 
the neck. He was feized, and -fevcral piftols 
found about him, and proves one Mr. Freem^i, 
a madman. The houfe was in a very great up- 
roar, crying out T'he Prince / who only appeared 
indifferent and cdmpofed -f-. 

I long 

* Mrs. Bevans. Sec Letter CCXXVI. 
t The flrange circumflaoce here aJluded to happened at 
Drury-lanc theatre on the 6th of Deceiaber, 1716, #hen the 

Prince 
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I l6ng to be goiie from hence. The chil- 
dren are all well* I am, dear Prue, ever thine, 

Rich. Steele. 

Your man Sam owes me three-pence, which 
tauft be deduced in the account between you 
and me ; therefore^ pray take care to get it in^ 
or flop it *. 

LETTER CCXXX. To Lady Steele. 

Dear PaxfE, St. Jaiiies's-ftrcct^ Dec* 22, 1716* 

THIS wWhes you an agreeable Chriftmas. 
I have taketi fuch care, as to be as eafy on 
the road -f- as travelling about this town. I am, 
dear Prue, with the fincereft paffion, ever yours/ 

Rich. Steele.' 



LETTER CCXXXi. To Lady STfeELE. 

Dear Prue, . , Chriftmas-day, 

I WENT the other day to fee Betty at CheU ' 
fca, who reprefentcd to me, in her pretty^ 

Prince of Wales was prefcnt at the tragedy of TamerJane. A 
particular account of the -whole tranfa^^ion^ of which Steelt hat 
here given his Lady a good ab(lra£ty is in the " Bolitical State^** 
Vol. Xri. p. 547. Mr. Freeman 'was a gtotieman of Surrey^ 
and had for fereral years been ttoubled with fits of lunacyv 
Though the foldier's wounds did not pro'ire mortal^ Mr. Free* 
man was committed to Newgate, oh the adtditionai charge of 
bating killed a man in the country two days before. 

* A fneer at Lady Steele's excelCve attention to lUoney. See 
Letter CCXXXI. and Letter CCX!II. and n§ti. 

t In his journey to Scotland. 

K langtiagey 
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language^ '* that Ihe feemcd helplefs and friencf- 
kfs, without any body's taking notice of her at. 
ChriftmaSy when all the children but ihe and 
two more were with their relations/' 1 have in- 
Tited her to dinner to-^dayi with one of the 
teachers, and they are here now in the room j 
Betty and Moll very noify and pleafed together* 
Befs goes back agab, as foon as Ihe has dined, to 
Chellea, 1 have flayed in, to get a very advan- 
tageous affair difpatched ; for, I affure you, I 
love money at prefent as well as your Ladylhip, 
4n4 am entirely yours. Rich. Steele. 

I told Betty 1 had writ to you; and Ihe made 
me ope;^ the letter again, and give her humble* 
duty to her mother, and defire to know when 
flie Ihall have the honour to fee her in town» 
She gives her love to Mrs. Bevans and all her 
coufins* . , 



LpTTER CCXXXII. To Lady St^tLt. 
JytAt: pRUE, St. James*s-ftrcet, Dec. 28, 1 7 164 

IT is matter of gab, fiot matter of gallatrtry, 
keeps me here thus long. I hope, within a 
poft or two, to give an account of a thing that 
will bring try a great fum of rtioney *. 

All my erideavdurs and thoughts tend only to 
extrkate .my condition, and have no debt but 

'^ A contrivance of a machine for bringing fiih to London $ 
of which a more particular accotint is given in the fequel of tliij 
publication. See Letter CCXXXIV, ic. 

that 
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tliat to a good Wife and a few dfear inft6cedfSi^ 
1 ^m, dear Pifue, eternally thide, R. Steele i 
The King leaves Hanover the 4th of^JanW 
a!-y, duf ftyle. 



LET FER CeXXXIII. Tk> Ls^dy Srt^khU ^ 

Dear, dear Prue, Jin. t, 1716-iyi 

St. James's-ftrect. 

I WISH you from tny foul aii happy htw 
year, and matiy, very different from what we 
have hitherto had. In order theteunto, I have 
have taken a refolution, which, by the bleffing 
of God,' I will ftedfrfftly keep, to make hiy Chil- 
dren partners with me in all my future gain, ia 
the mariner I have before, defcribcd to you. That 
you may be convinced of this Kappy change^ 
you fliali be yburfclf the keeper of* what I lay upi 
for them by quarterly portions from this day. I. 
am,^ with the tendereft aftedtidn, your faithful 
Kuifband, arid moft humble fervant, R. Steelei 
Vour children are all very well. 



t^TTE^ CCXXXIV. Tb Lidy Steele. 

Dear Prije, "44 . i J*?*.3».i7.i6:'7* 
Thurfday, St. jafiics's-ftreet. 

I HAVE tlie pieafurc to acquaint you that. 
Cfellniore's work* is juft fihilhed} arid that 

♦ Sec tetter CCJtXXIl. 

K z there 
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there are feme little matters befides^ which will 
forthwith highly CQnduce to the good of you 
and your little ones. The Courtiers are in a 
very great hurry, which cannot be cotnpofed 
till the King comes *. The order for the pay of 
our eommiffion lies before the Treafury ; when 
that isfigned, I ihall leave the town, though but 
to go and come from Scotland. Ever yours. 

Rich. Steele. 
You may be fure I mean to return by way of 
Carmarthen* 



LETTER CCXXXV. To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, St. James*s-ftrcet, Jan. 4, 17 16-17. 

I HAVE received your long letter, for which 
I thank yoU^ and will punctually obferve the 
diredions. I have anfwered concerning my 
coufin Griffith to Mr. Madocks, becaufe you, 
being unacquainted with the methods of the 
Univerfity, would not have comprehended what 
I mean. You will find Jonathan provided for 
lA a ihort time« Every tittle £hall be obferved 
as you direded. I am your mofl obedient and 
affedlionate hufband, Ri ch. Ste e le. 

You are utterly miftaken in your fufpicion of 
my having borrowed of my coufin ; there is in» 
deed no fuch thing diredly or indire&ly. 

* Who was then at Hanover. 

LETTEP- 
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LETTER CCXXXVI. To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, Jan. 8, 1716-17. 

FORGIVE me that I can fay no more no\v 
than juft to tell you we are well, and am, 
with all truths your faithful, Dick Steele. 



LETTER CCXXXVIL To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, St. James Vftrcct, Jan. 10, 1716-17. 

I HAVE fome matters of profit now on the 
anvil, which I cannot be able to explain till 
Tucfday's poft, at which time you fliall have a 
full account ; but, between that and this, little 
more than to tell you | am alive, and while fo 
inviolably thine. Rich. Steele* 



LETTER CCXXXVIIL To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, Jan. 12, 1716-17^ 

I HAVE yours of laft poft without a date, 
and (hall, in every particular, govern myfelf 
as you diredt. You know you are next week to 
have particulars concerning all the prefent views 
of, Madam, your moft affedionate bufband, and 
moft devoted humble fervant. Rich, Steele. 
Our little people are very lively and well. 

K3 LETTER 
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.LETTER CCXXXIX. To Lady Steele. 

• Dear Prue, Jan. 17, 1716-17. 

I HAVE ypurs on a leaf of the widpvv*s. If 
you knew how deeply it touches me, you 
would not write in fuch a fcornful and unkind 
(lyle to. Madam, your moft affeftionaTe, obediT 
tot hufband, RigHt Steele, 



LETTER CCXL, To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prit?, St;^ James's, Jan. 19, 1716-17. 

IHAYE prepared the letter for Morgan 
Dayies, &c, but tj^ey are at home, and I arp 
, at court, and cannot go to my o\yn Jioufe tilj 
too late for the poft. You ihall have all yoijr 
commands fpoken to next poll. The King 
came hither about five o'clock, I am, deaf 
fj\xp, eterrially ypurj, Rich, Steej^e. 



LETTER CCXLL To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, [undated.] 

I HAVE ypurs, and, if I have ever offend* 
e4 you, am heartily fprry for it, and beg 
your pardon. As to the next circumftance, the 
world js all alike eyery where ; and I knpw nq 
OCCafion for expecting gjreat frieudfliip, and dif- 

' interefted 
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intereft conduft ; bpt maintain a difcrcet and 
diftant correfpondence, at the fame time always 
ready to do what good one can to relations, 
,lvithout thinking of what return they wijl make. 
I do, as you advife, court ahd converfe with 
men able and willing to ferve mpt But, ^ftcr 
this, you grow very plcafant, and talk of 800 !• 
Pleafe to ibew me in your next how you make 
out fu^h a demand upon me, and you ihall havQ 
n\y feripus anfwpr tp if. Your words are, *'th^ 
^* full 800 K you owe me.** You advifp me ta 
take care of my fpul ; I do not knpw wh^t you 
c^n think of yours, when you have and do 
withhold from me your body, I obferve what 
you fay of coufin Alexander, and fliall be glad 
of hjs corrcfpondepce. I |igve npt yet had any 
money as a commiflioner ; but ihall next week, 
and then will pay Betty's fchooling, &?. Your 
moft obedient, humble hufband and fervant. 

Rich. Steele, 
I inclofe tp you a letter from Morgan Davies, 
with my anfwer on the back. T believe you 
had better conceal that. I fend- you his letter ; 
you may be fure he Ihall have no confent of 
mine feparate from yours, for you rule me crt 
tirely. 
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LETTER CCXLIL To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prxje^ Feb. 5, 1716-17. 

I WRITE without having any thing new to 
fay. I am going to be very eafy, God be 
thanked, in my affairs ; to throw off all hangers- 
on, put my debts in a regular way of payment, 
which I cahnot immediately difcharge ; and try 
to behave myfelf with the utmoft circumfpec- 
tion and prudence in all the duties of life, efpe- 
cially of being, dear Prue, your moft obliged 
^ufband, and obediept humble fervant, 

Rich. Steele* 



LETTER CCXLIir. To My Steele." 

Di&AR Pruf, ' Feb. 9, 1716-17. 

ISHAJl.L obferve your dire^ions concerning 
Dick Philips ; but it gives me great indig- 
nation to obferve tl^at you are forced to go to 
Jaw for the balance of your acpompt. I hope 
you take care of your health, jind let nothing 
difcpmpofe you, that, wheq we meet, we may 
have healthy bodies and eafy minds, and enjoy 
the comforts of life with tranquillity, I am 
pyer yours, Rich. Steele, 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCXLIV. To the Lady Steele, at 
Carmartlien, South Wales. Frank, Richard Stale. 

Dear Prue, Feb. i6, I7i6*i7. 

SOBER or not, I am ever yours, 
Rich. Steele* 



LETTER CCXLV. To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, Feb. aj, 1716-17. 

I HAVE not any thing particular to fay to- 
night, but that I am informed there will be, 
^vithin a few days^ further changes at court. 
Your children are all very well. 1 wait with 
great impatience for the receipt of my money. 
There is forfeited money in town^ but it is noc 
yet in the Exchequer. I am, dear Prue, ever 
yours^ Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCXLVL To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, Feb. 28, 1716-17. 

I AM very well pleafed with the behaviour 
of David * at Oxford, who has reodered him- 
felf very agreeable to all the Whig world, on t^ 
very proper occafion, at Oxgn. He fpoke con- 
temptibly of the Pretender in a public fpeechj,. 
and the Prodor thought fit to reprove hin^ 

* David Scurlock, probably, a fon of Lady Steele's uncle. 

thereupon^ 
3 
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thereupon. The Bifliop of Bangor * .t^ke§ po 
c^fion to efpoufe him in this jqnfture. 

Your daughter TVToU is noify, Betty very 
grave, and Eugene very, flrong and lufty. Wc 
are not yet paid a farthing'; when wc are, I Oiall 
fend you down a receipt for Betty's fchooling. 
Ever yours, - Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCXLVir. To Lady Steele. 

Dear Pru», ' March 2, 1716-17. 

I USUALLY write to you the firft thing I 
do on a poft-.day ; but to-day coriipany caine 
in, and made rae negledt it. Afterwards I was 
called abroad ; then came home, and Budgeli^, 
Benfon J, and Fuller§, came in upon rae to dinner. 
Tiie two laft ftayed till the evening ; and Fuller 
carried me with him to the play, from whence 
I am now returned home. Your friend Keck || 
was the fineft, gay eft figure there, and Captain 
Ferrers gallantly attending behind her. AH 
your family is well, (jogd-qight. 1 an^, dear 
rrue, ever thine. Rich. SxEELEit 

♦ Bilhop Hoadly. f Euftace Budgell. 

X William Ben fon, efq. Auditor of the 2 mpred, 

§ See p 121, note. 

II This lady afterwards proved herfelf an excellent friend \o 
•n« of Steele's daughters, as appears ftrom fbme fubfequeni 
JLctters. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CXLVIII, To Lady Steele, 

^Y DEAREST PRPE, and BELOVIRD WiFE, &Cr 

[undated.^ 

I HAVE yours of the 7thinftant, which turi^$ 
w'hojly upon my taking care of my health, 
3nd advice to forbear embarking too deeply in 
public matters, which you enforce by remind- 
ing me of the ingratitude I have met with. I 
iiave as quick fenfe of the ill-treatment I have 
received aij is confiftent with keeping up my 
own fpirit and gopd-humour. Whenever I am 
a malcontent, I will take care not to! be a 
jglopmy pqe, bjit hope tp keep fomc flings of 
wit and humour in my own defence. I am 
talking to my wife, and therefore may fpeak 
my heart a^d the vanity qf it. I know, arid 
you are witnefs, that I have feryqd the Royal Fa- 
fiiily with an unrefervedpefs due oply to Heaven, 
and I am now (I thank my brother Wbigs) Wt 
poflefled of twenty fhillings frpm the favour qf 
the Court. The Playhoufc it had been l^arbarity 
to deny at the players* requeft, and therqifpre I 
do not allow it a favour. But I banifl^ the very 
memory of thefe things, nor will I e;^pea any 
thing but what I muft ftrike out of myfelf* By 
Tuefday's poft I think I Ihall be able to guef§ 
when I Ih^U leave the town^ and turp a^ niy 
thoughts to finilh my comedy *. Yau will fin4 

♦ If this was his ** Confcic^us L-ovcrs/' it remained unfiniflicd 
till 1721'. 

I have 
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I have got fo much confiancy and fortitude as to 
live my own way (within the rules of good- 
breeding and decency) where-ever I am; for I 
will not facrifice your hulband, and the father 
of the poor babes, to any one's humour in the 
vrorld. But to provide for, and do 70U good, 
is all my ambition. 

I have a lift of 21 leafes for the fetting out 
199I. 8 s. per annum. I have not yet heard of 
Mr. Philips. I am, dear Prue, ever yours. 

Rich. Steele. 



. I' . ■ ' I ■ - 
LETTER CCXLIX. To Lady Steele, 

Dear. Prue, Hampton-coart, Marchi6, 1716-17. 

IF you have written any thing to me which I 
fliould have received laft night, I beg ;^our 
pardon that 1 cannot anfwer till the next poft. 
^he Houfe of Commons will be very bufy the 
next week -, and I had many things, public and 
private, for which I wanted four-and twenty 
hours retirement, and therefore came to vifit 
yoar fon. 1 came out of town yefterday, being 
Friday, and (hall return to-morrow. Your fon, 
^t the pr^fent writing, is mighty well employed, 
in tumbling on the floor of the room, and fweep- 
ing the fand with a feather. He grows a moft 
delightful child, and very full of play and fpirit. 
He is alfo a very great fcholar : he can read his 

Primer \ 
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Primer ; *^nd I have brought down my VirgiL 
He makes mofl (hrewd remarks upon the pio^ 
ture«. We are very intimate friends and play-^ 
fellows. He begins to be very ragged; and I 
hope I fhall be pardoned if I equip him with* 
new cloaths and frocks, or what Mrs. Evans 
and I Ihall think for his fervice. I am^ dear 
Prue, ever yours, JRicH. Steile. 



LETTER CCL* To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue/ March 19, 1716-17. 

MR. RICHARD PHILIPS was with me 
this morning, and I figned the leafes to 
which I faw your hand. This day has been a 
great affair in the Houfe of Commons. Mr. 
Walpole, in very clear and excellent terms, Isud 
before us the date of the debt of the nation, and 
propofed a way, by lowering the intereft given 
to the creditors of the kingdom, and other me- 
thods, to eafe our circumftancej. I happened 
to be the only man in the Houfe who fpoke 
againft it *, becaufe I did not think the way of 
doing it juft. I believe the fcheme will take 
place ; ^and, if it does, Walpole muft be a very 
great man. 

I am very well pleafed with the profpedt from 
Mr. Gillmore's defign ; and, from the integrity 
of my intentions in all my adions, in great tran* 

* Thif is confirmed by the account of the debate in the " Po- 
•^Ikicalfiutc" forMarcli i7»6-«7« 

quillity 

Digitized'by ^OOQIC 



14^ 5 T E B L E'a LETTER^ 
quillity of mind; I contraft my fails every day ^ 
and, when I receive my money, Ihall be in fuch" 
^ way as will ihew that you and my little ones 
are all my iincere delight. I am, dear Prue^ 
ever yours^ Rich. ST££t£. 



iite&. 



LETTER CCLL To Lady STEfeie. 

Feb. 25, I J 16-17; 

THIS goes to dear Prue, to comfort her iri 
her abfence from her hufband. If Ihe 
thinks the diftance as painful as he does, hear- 
ihg frdm Him muft be a great f^tisfadion. I 
atn fute, as fotm as I have made my affairs fcf 
cafy as that we can be together without being 
interrupted with worldly care, I ihall {)ut an end 
to the diftance between us. I every day dd 
Ibrtiething towatdfethis, and riext Week fliall pay 
off Madarti Dawfon. You fliall have, withiri 
ft w days, i ftate of my circumftadces, the prd- 
{pt& of bettering them, and the pro^reft I 
have already made in this rieceffary work. The 
children do come oti fo well, that it would make 
cVeri me covetous, to put them in a condition 
equal to the gobd genius, I blefs God, they 
(feerti to be df; Moll is the noifiefl: Irtfle crea- 
ture in the world, and as adive atf a boy. Mi- 
dam Betty is the grateft of matrons in her airs 
and civilities, Eugene, a moft beautiful and 
la&y child, The parliament go^s . on h\xtf 

Gojldly i 
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coldly ; but I hope there is a warmer fpirit \frill 
^Qon appear in the fcrvice of this nation, which, 
poffeffed of the molEt folid bleffings, facrifices it- 
felf to trifles. Yours ever^ Rich* Sfbelbi 



LETTER CCLII. To Lady SxEEtii 
Dear Prue, [undated.^ 

YOURS of the 18th lies before me ; and I 
am convinced that generous in my car- 
riage fliouid rather be^ what you call it, thought* 
hfs. As for the company I am to meet with, I 
ihali maintain a general complaifance, and think 
the fincerity of fpcaking all one thinks a great 
infult and injury towards the reft of the world. 
I aflure you, we will have no quarrels on that 
fcore ; for, as I owe every body civility, fo I 
6we you to go on your own way ; nor will I de- 
bate with you on thefe fubjefts, but proceed in 
my own way. To Ihew you that I am grown a 
very hard-hearted fellow, and fit for this world, 
Mrs. Long* has bqen arrefled, and I have, upon 
her application, refufed to concern myfelf m her 
affairs* It was, I think, a little confident in her 
to afk it of me ; and, in fuch cafes, I think I 
may be as bold to deny unreafooable things, as 
they are to afk them. The Lords of the Trea- 
fury have ordered us fome money, and I fhall 

* It might have been fuppofed that this was the celebrated 
beauty recorded among the Kit-cat toafts, who retired from th«* 
world on account of pecuniary diflrelsi but it appears from tbo 
<* Supplement to Swift/* that fliQ died at Lyao^ Dec. 21, 171 1. 

bulband. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



144 S T E E L E'S L E T T E R S 

huiband it to the beft advantage^ to keep abovc^ 
this ill-natured world ; but it is a terrible cir# 
cumftance to have one's money due to Others be-* 
fore it comes into one's own hands. 

Dick Philips has been here to*day ; and, after 
we had dined, I executed the leafes. I am 
highly pleafed and fatisfied with your conduft^ 
and think you con!ie up to the defcription in the 
Proverbs*' .<)f the good wom^,of whom it is faid, 
that her hufbajul /hall be honoured from her 
charaftcr. I do affure yo\i, I am not afhamed 
to* tell you, that I fubmit my condu£b to the 
imitation of yours^ and fliall take you with md 
in all matters of concern. You are to know, 
that I have been cailing about how to turn a 
kind inclination towards me at prefent into what 
is folid. There is an eftate forfeited to the 
King, of lool. a year, by one who died for mur- 
der. It is a thing I have come to the know- 
ledge of by-the*bye ; and believe I Ihall have a 
grant of it, to help me out of the inconveriien* 
cies my zeal brought upon me, and 1 have not 
yet recovered. One does not know what fate 
any letter may meet with ; therefore I can never 
find in my heart to commit fecrets to papef* 
But take it for granted, I fliall hereafter ihew 
very little romance in the temper and condud! 
of, dear Prue,. your moft affettionate hufband, 
and moft obedient fervant. Rich. Steele* 

< ^ Cbap. xxi. 25* 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCLIIL To Lady SxEEtE. 

Dear Prue, [undated.] 

I HAVE yours, wherein you mention Fuller, 
and the account you have that he Ihewed an 
infolent joy at his wife's death. I do not fet up 
to excufe his condudt towards his wife, bu£ ihall 
take care of mine towards my own. 

You tell me you want a little flattery frofn 
me. I aflure you I know no one who deferves fa 
jnuch commendation as yourfelf , and to whom fay- 
ing the bell things would be fo little likeflattery. 
The thing fpeaks itfelf, confidering you as a 
very handfomc woman that loves retirement, 
one who does not want wit, and yet is extremely 
fincere ; and fo I could go through all the vices 
which attend the good qualities of other people, 
of which you are exempt. But, indeed, though 
you hare every perfedion, you have one extra- 
vagant fault, which almoft fruftrates the good 
in you to me, and that is, that you do not love 
to drefs, to appear, to fliine out, even at my re- 
queft, and to make me proud of you, or rather 
to indulge the pride I have that you are mine. 
This is^ all I wilh changed in you, which I hope 
you will bring about, and condefcend to be, 
what nature made you, the moft beauteous and 
moil agre!cable of your fex^ at the inftance of, 
L deat 
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dear Prue, your moft afiedionate, obfcquiout 
hufband. Rich. Sts&le, 

A quarter of Molly *s fchooling is paid. 

The children are perfedtly well. 



LETTER CCLIV. To Lady Steele:. 

, Dear PrCe, March 23, 17 16-17. 

I WRITE by your order, though i have no- 
thing new. My. money is not yet come to 
hand ; and I am very impatient for it, becaufe I 
would Ihew you, as foon as it is in my power, a 
reformation in the management of expence. I 
am, dear Prue, your moft obedient, obliged huf- 
band, Rich. Steele* 



LETTER GCLV. To Lady SttELfe. 

My dearest I^rue^ March a6, I7I7# 

I HAVE received yours, wherein you give 
me the feniible afflidion of letting me know 
of the continual pain iq your head. I could not 
meet with necefJary advice; but, according to 
the defcription you give me, I am confident 
wafbing your head in cold water will cure you j 
I mean, having water poured on your head, and 
rubbed with an hand, from the crown of your 
head to the nape of your neck. When I lay in : 
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your place, and on your pillow, I affure you, I 
fell irtto tears laft ntght, to think that my charm- 
ing little infolent .might be then awake and in 
.pain, and took it to be a fin to go to fleep. 

For this tender paffion towards you, I muft 
be contented that ypur Pruefliip will condefcend 
to call yourfelf my well-wiiher. I am going 
abroad, and write before I go out, left accidents 
fliould happen to prevent my writing at all. If 
I can meet with further advice for you, I will 
fend it in a letter to Alexander. I am, dear 
Prue, ever thint. Rich. Steele^ 






LETTER CCLVI. Td Lady Steele* 

Dear Prue, March 30, 17 17. 

THE omif&on of kit poft was occafioned by 
my attendance on the Duke of Newcaftle> 
who was in the chair at the Kit-cat Be fo 
good as to forgive me. We have not yet one 
fliilling from the commiffion, though 750I. is 
become due, nor indeed know we when to cx- 
' peft it. I hope, however, within few days to 
take up as much money as will pay off all bang- 
ersori, and to have no mort for the future. I 
pant for leifure and tranquillity, which I hope 
%q enjoy when we meet again. 1 am, dear Prue, 
your moft obedient, affedionate, faithful huf- 
band, * Rich. Steele. 

. La . LETTER 
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LETTER CCLVIL To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, April 2, 17 17. 

I AM juft come from a parliamentary club ; 
and can only fay all yoor family is well, 
efpecially he who is ever yours^ R. Steele. 



LETTER CCLVIIL To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, April 9, 1717. ' 

I WRITE, according to your advice, before 
I go out in the morning ; and indeed the 
Houfe of Commons fit fo late, that what with 
that, and being carried off to dinner, one is 
apt to run into the expence of the whole day, 
without having an hour to fend to one's beft 
friend. I gave Mrs. Evans the part of your 
letter, but there is no occafion for that oaution ; 
the child in her eyes, and every where elfe, is in 
perfed good health. God be thanked, the reft 
are in the fame condition ; and we want nothing 
here but the receipt of money. I dined yefter- 
dayin^ Chancery- lane, and, after dinner, vifited 
Mr. Keck, who is very well,' and much your 
Ladyihip's fervant. Keep up your fpirit, and 
let us live like a man and woman (hat love when 
• we next nieet. I embrace ypu, and am your 
moft affcdtionate, and moft obliged, ^umbje fer» 
vant. Rich. Steele, 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCLIX. To the Lady Steele, at 
Carmarthen, South Wales* FraHk, Richard Stale. 

Dear Prue, [undated.] 

I AM, as you obferve, ftill in town, and have 
your rallying letter*. The claims of the fair 
fex arc, you fay, unaccountable. It is well for 
you they are ; for, I affure you, I think you 
both the f aireft and the bell of wometi. 

I ha^e been much at home and alone fince we 
parted. I am come to a refolution of making 
my three children my partners, and will con- 
ftantly lay up fomething out of all receipts of 
money for each of them, in a box bearing the 
name of the little one to whom it belongs. Betty 
grows tall, and has the beft air I ever faw in any 
creature of her age. I am going to dine witn 
the Speaker. Things at Court feem to be in a 
very uncertain way. I am, dear Prue, eternally 
yours. Rich. St££IE. 

LETTER CCLX. To Lady Steew. 
Dear Prue, April 10, 1717. 

IT is now Wednefday, and, meeting with 
your letter, I write now, left I ihould not 
have leifure to-morrow, when our board are to 
meet very early* Now, as tp your letter. You 
lay I am reported a Tory. You know I have 

* S€e Lou CCX^lI. p. 130 i and Lett. CCXXXIII, p. 131. 

L 3 always 
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always an unfafliionable thing, called cpnfcience, 
In all matters of judicature or juftice. There 
happened, a little while ago, a petition to be 
brought into the Houfe of Commons from the 
Roman-catholics, praying relief as to point of 
time, and the meaning of certain claufe3 which 
^ffedejd them. When there was a queftion juft 
ready to be put upon this, as whether it Ihould 
be rejedted or not, 1 flood up, and faid to thi? 
purpofe: 

" Mr. Speaker, t 

*^ I cannot but be of opinion, that to put fc- 
•^ yprities upon men merely on account of reli- 
^' gion is a moft grievous and unwarrantable prq,- 
*' ceeding. But, indeed, the Roman-catholics 
^* bold tenets whiqh are inconfiftent with the.be- 
** ing and fafety of ^ Protcftant people; for this 
" reafon we 'are juftitied in laying upon them 
^^ the penalties which the parliament has frorii 
** time to time thought fit to inflid: : but. Sir, 
^^ let us not purfue Roman- catholics with the 
'^ fpirit of Roman-catholics, but adt towards 
•*^ them with the temper of our own religion, 
^* If we do fo, we ihall not exped theni to do 
f^ any thing in left' time than is neceffary to do 
^* it, or to condudt themfelves by rules whigh 
♦^ they do not underftand," &c. 

\Vhen 1 had adventured to fay this, others 
followed ; and there is a bill direfted for the re* 
lief of the petitioners. I fuppofe this gave au 

handle; 
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handle to the fame of my being a Tory ; but 
you may, perhaps, by this time, have heard thae 
I am turned Prefby terian ; for the fame day, in a 
meeting of a hundred parliament men, I labour, 
ed as much for the Proteftant Diffcnters. — Now 
for the qews." Mr. W^lpolp., Mr, Methuen, 
and Mr. Pulteney, have refigned their offices. 
Mr. Stanhope is to go into the Treafury. Mr. 
Addifon and Lord Sunderland are to be Secre- 
taries of State. Lord Townlhend is removed 
from Lord-lieutenant of Ireland ; he is to be 
fucceeded by the Duke of Bolton: and the 
Duke of Newcaftle to be Lord-chamberlain. 
Wc have got no money. I recover very faft of 
my gouty lamenefs ; and, now I am in a better 
wey, I own to you I have had a fad time, fcarce 
ever well of the gout fince we parted. The 
children and all your family are well. God ' 
blefs you. Rich. Steele. 

As foon as I have money, I will have Pall-^all 
fearched for a houfe. 



u. .. I "i q [J » 

J.ETTIi;R CCLXI. To Lady Steel^. 

Dear Payp, §t. James's, April 13, 1717. 

WE are here all well. They tell me I fliall 
be.fpmething in the new changes; but 
what I know not^ nqr do Jcare, i^s it my m^kQ 
L 4 m« 
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me with more comfort and pleafure yo«r mofi: 
obedient fervant^ and loving hufband^ 

Riga. STEELEf 



LETTER CCLXIL fo Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, April 16* 1717* 

I DINED this day with Mr. Secretary Addi- 
fon, who received the feaU of office lait 
night. 

The employment of Commiffioner, by the aflt 
which cpnftitutes the commiiHon^ forbids my 
having any other office. But I am not out of 
humour, &c. I am your mofi afie&ionate, obe« 
dient hufband. Rich. Steele* 



LETTER CCLXUl. To Udy Steele- 

Deaiv Prue, [undated.] 

I HAD a letter from Mr. Scurlock, coolly 
faying, you ordered him to let me know 
you were indifpofed^ and could not write. 

1 exped: more fondnefs, and that you fay, at 
leail, fome kind thing to me under your owii 
hand every poft. The Lords of the Treafury, 
when they went out of their poft, ordered half- 
a-year's falary to our comniiffion; and when 
that conies out of the managers hands^ from 

^ the 



y Google 



To Ladt STEELE. 151 

the eftates forfeited^ we fliall be paid ; aod that^ 
I believe, will be about a fortnight hence* In 
the mean time, I want it forely, to pay off many 
things, and keep fomething by me, if ever I can 
bring myfclf to that oeconomy. 

Yot!i have the kindeil of hufbands,^ 

Rich. Steblb. 

I am very lame, but in good health otherwifc. 



I^ETTER CCLXIV, To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, April 19, 17 17. 

YOUR family and children are in good 
health. We have half-a-year's falaty or- 
dered to our commifiion, which will be .paid as 
foon as our country receivers can remit it out 
of Lancaihire; which is all that at prefent oc-, 
curs to. Madam, your moft obfequious, faithful 
hufband. Rich. Steele* 



LETTER CCLXV. To Lady SteeIi^. 

My DEAR Prue, April 22, 1717. 

I HAVE yours, which is full of good fenfe, 
and Ihews in you a true greatnefs of mind. 
But at the fame time that, according to your 
advice, I Ihun all engagements which may en^i^ 
fnare my integrity, I am to feek all occafions of 
profit that are confiftent with iu Little Molly, 

who 
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who is in the hoafc with me, is a conftant dun to 
get money ; for it gives my imagination the fe-^ 
Vereft wound when I confider that Ihe, or any of 
my dear innocents^ with nothing but their mere 
innocence to plead for them, flioald be expofed 
to that world, which would not fo much as re- 
pair the loffes and fufferings of their poor fa- 
ther, after all his zeal and fupererogatory fer- 
vice. You fay weH, " it will be well for them to 
** have it to fay their fathier kept his integrity ; 
^' but if they fay, at the fame inftant, he left us 
^' competent eilates, it will be fo far from l^ff- 
^* ening, that it will advance his charadter," 
But 1 Ihall not fpend much time to convince 
you that it is a good thing to get money, bu|: 
folemnly prpmife you I will no more omit any 
fair opportunity pf doing it. 

You writ to me fome time ago ^o order you a 
nevvs-paper ; I have done fo, and the letter, frpni 
the Secretary's office alfo will come every poft 
to you. 

The fcene of bufinefs will be very warm at 
the next feffion ; but my lefTon is fo Ihort (that 
of following my confcience), that I Ihall go, 
through the ftorm without lofing a wink of 
lleep. I have told you, in a former letter, that 
ever fince you went I have been almoft as great 
a cripple as your dear mother ,was; and indeed 
1 recover mighty flowly. I take your advice of 
temperance, and am, with my whole heart, , 
yours for ever. Rich. Steele. 

7 Mr. 
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Mr. GiUmOTc/s affair is quite finifhed with 
great fucccfs, infomuch that Sir Ifeac Newton 
is defirous.the machine may (land at his houle, 
and be carried from thence to the parliament^ 
^enipn, GJUmorc, and I, meet to-.-norrow, to 
concert all matters relating to it ag^inft th«. 
Houfe of Commons meet again, which is oa 
the 6th of May. 



LETTER CCLXVI. To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, [undfited.] 

I HAVE yours, with your advice agjainft 
temptation, &c. All I can aver is, that I 
have learned a language, and written a book, to 
keep me out of vanities *. All Ihall be done as 
fafl as I pan. You have here inclofed what yoii 
direded I Ihould fend for Morgan Davies. 

Thus far I writ on Saturday lafl: ; but went to 
Mrs. Clayton's -f^, and, with fome people there*; 
went to Court, and was detained fo as not to be 
able to get away to difpatch my letter to you, 
for which I beg your pardon. If I do no^ do 
my bufinefs jufl: now, I muft be contented to go , 
on ill the beaten dull road, and aim no more at 
Jively ftrpkes.' 

Oh, Prue, ypu are very pnkind in writing in 

* Steele afligns this, among other reafons, for the pubiica- 
tion of his little book, intituled, ** The ChriftJAB Hero.** 

f Afterwards Lady Sundon, bed-chamber woman and friend 
pf Queen Caroline. In the Life of B'Oiop Hoadly, prefixed to 
his Works, are many letters from tL t worthy Prelate to Mrs. 
Clayton. 

• • fq 
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fo cboL a drain to the warmeft, tendereft heart 
that ever woman commanded. I am^ dear 
Prue, your moft obedient huiband, and moft 
h^mble fcrvant, Rich. Steele. 

I have directed the crestm of tartar *^ To Mr. 
•* Alexander Scurlock." 



LETTER CCLXVII. To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, Wcdnefday, April 24, 17 17. 

I HAVE a letter from your fecretary*, in- 
timating you were going to fee the entry of 
the judges, and couldi not write yourfelf, I 
would not ufe fo harfh a phrafe as expe^y though 
I have formerly taken the liberty of that word 
when it concerned a Queen \ ; but I befeeeh 
you, when you have heakh, to employ your own 
fair hand to, Madam, your moft obliged and 
afTedtionate huiband. Rich. Steele^ 



LETTER CQLXVin. To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, April 26, 1717. 

I AM much obliged to you for fo long a let« 
ter in your own hand-writing. I am glad 
you are any way got out of Davies's 'clutches; 
there is no poffibility of efcaping out. of fucb 

* Either Mrs. Bevansj or Mr. Alexandex' Scurlock. 
t la his « Crlfis." 

claws 
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claws without lofs of fome blood. I am trying 
to get out of huckfters* hands here alfo. 

It is not poffible to defcribe to you the per- 
plexities into which the buiinefs of this nation 
is plunged ; and it is a melancholy refledion^ 
that one has no comfort in confidering the af- 
fairs of this diftreifed people, but as ill-ufage^ 
and a general corruption abate one's concern 
for the publick. Yours ever. Rich. STEBLEt 



LETTER CCLXIX. To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, April 30, i?!?* 

YOURS, without date, lies before me/ I 
am forry you give yourfelf any inquietude 
about the frivolous little humours of others* 
There is a plain affable way of ading, without 
engaging one's felf with much concern, which 
you linderftaixd well enough if you plcafe. I take 
Sir Thomas Stepney* to be a fair, worthy gen* 
tleman, and in the intereft of his country. Tha| 
this may find you in eafe and tranquillity, is the 
hearty prayer of your affectionate hufband, and 
moft humble fervant. Rich. Steels* 

* Sir Tluxnas Stepney, bart. was then one of the membciQp 
for the county of Carmarthen, 

LETTER 
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LETTER CGLXX. To Lady Steele. ^ 

Dear PRufi, [May i, 17 17.3 

YOU never datd your letters, which very 
much perplexes me. To avoid the famd 
fault, I tell you that I have juft received youri 
oh Wednefday evening, May the ill, and fit 
down to anfwer now I am alone and at leifurCi 
I am heartily concerned for your eyes. I have 
often told you, I believe you have ufed enchant^ 
ments to enflave me ; for an exprefEon in yours 
of good Dick has put me in fo much raptlire^ 
that I could forget my prefent moft mifcrable 
lamchefs, and walk down to you. I have at this 
time intereft enough to do what you afk for 
Sandy ; but I do not alk Mr. Secretary Addifon 
any thing. Gillmore dined with me to-day,* 
when Benfon was ex petted, but did not come, 
' to our great uneafinefs ; for we were to have 
taken meafures to bring the matter into parlia- 
ment, and concerted every thing elfe relating to 
the machine, which is a moft prodigious work. 
My Lord Cadogan, who is now in the firft 
degree of favour, fat with me here the other 
night above an hour. I fliould, by his great 
franknefs and generofity of mind, be rightly re- 
commended and reprefented, but my decrepid 
condition fpoils all. The money is ttot yet? 
come to hand^ which makes me very uneafy^ 

and 
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und out of patience. I think the affair which 
Sandy afks for, is to be furveyor of glafs win- 
dowsi for Carmarthen, and an adjacent county* 
I had not intereft in the Treafury till this new 
cbmmifBon * was conftituted, but think there is 
not one in it that would not be ready to do me a 
little favour. My dear little, peevifli, beautiful, 
wife governefs, God blefs you. Rich. Steele.' 
I do not write news to you, becaufe I have, 
ordered the letter from the Secretary's office to' 
be fent to you conftantly. 

Thurfday, Three in the Afternoon, May 2, 1717. 

I had a very painful night laft night, but, af- 
ter a little chocolate an hour or two ago, and a 
cTiickcn for dinner, am much more at eafe/ 
Your fervant, R. Steele. 



rr 



. • LETTER CCLXXL To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, May 7, 1717. , 

I AM glad tQ hear, by a letter from your 
coufin, that you are well : but have taken, 
phyfic this morning, and cannot hold down my' 
head to paper • therefore hope you will excufe 
your faithful, obliged hulband. Rich. Steele. 

* The then Lords*>conimi(j[ioners were, Vifcount Stanhope, 
Lord Torringtonj with John Wallop^ George Baillie, and 
Thomas Micklethwayte^ efquires« 
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LETTER CCLXXIL To Lady SxEEi-i, 

Dear* Prue, [undated. j 

I AM under much mortification from not 
having a letter from you yefterday; but 
will hope that the diftance from the poft, now 
you are at Blengorfe, is the occafion. 

I love you with the moft ardent affeflion, and 
very often run over little heats that have fome- 
times happened between us with tears in my 
eyes. I think no man living has fo gbod, fb 
difcreet. a woman to his wife as myfelf ; and I 
thank you for the perfcverance in urging me 
incefTantly to have done with the herd of iodi- 
gent unthankful people, who have made mc 
negleflt thofe who Ihould have been my care 
from the firft principle of charity. 

I have been very importunate for juftice to 
the endeavours I have ufed to ferve the publick; 
and hope I ihall very foon have fuch reparation 
as win give mc agreeable things to fay to you 
it our meeting, which God grant to you and 
your moft obfequious hufband. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCLXXIII. To Lady Steele. 

My dear, honoured, lovely Prue, [undated.] 

I YESTERDAY received two letters from 
you by the fame poft^ and am comforted 
4 fromi 
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from the fear of your want of healthy which I 
thought occafioned the omiffion of a letter. The 
letter wherein you fpeak of the lool. remitted 
to Mrs. Clark has no date, which always creates 
puzzles. I highly admire and honour you for 
your good conduA in clearing your eftate and 
paying your debts. Nothing on my part fliall 
be omitted, to render you chcarful in your en- 
deavours for our common good: for I defign 
to allow you to be the head-piece, and give ^3 
much into your power as I can, which is but 
juilice to the good and jfkilful ufe you have made 
of the power already rcpofcd in you. The poor 
Spaniih horfe is dead ; the mule I fhall make a 
prefeiit of tp a young gentleman who is fond of 
him. I expedt a horfe fit for my own riding m 
return. I gave Mrs* Evans your letter; her 
brother-in^aw is at prefent very ill, fo that (he 
cannot make any refolution. You aik about my 
chariot* Fuller made me ^ prefent of a very 
good one : the old one, with ten pounds, will 
purchafe a good chaife. Pepend upon it, I ab« 
hor debt as much as treafoiu Ever yours. 

Rich. Stbele* 
You may be fure I have &id aothingto Da;k 
Philips which I ihould not have (aid, &c# 



M tETTEH 
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LETTER CCLXXIV. To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, May 9, 1717. 

I HAVE intelligence from Carmarthen that 
you are well at Blengorfe, Upon ferious 
refleftion^ your not giving me one line yourfelf 
is fuch a flight notice of me, that indeed I will 
not vrite to you hereafter but in anfwer to your 
own hand. If Sandy tells me that " you are 
«« well ;'' T will repartee, " I am well/' to him, 
without further pains-taking. I was forced to lie 
laft night at a lodging next door to Mr. W ilks, 
in Covent-garden. 

The children and all your family are well. 
Yours ever. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCL?:XV. Td Lady Steele. * 

DearPrue, May II, 1717. 

I HAVE a letter from Blengorfe of the 6tli, 
from Mr. Sandy. You might have made 
ufe of the fame conveyance. I cannot, nor will 
I, bear fuch apparent negleft of me; and, there* 
-fore, if you do not write yourfelf, except you 
are not well, 1 will not write to you any jnorc, 
than by telling your fecretary, ** I am well," &c. 
Yours, Rich. Steele. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCLXXVL To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, ' May 14, 1717. 

I HAVE your kind letter of May 7, wliich 
was a great pleafure to me. I begin to 
think I Ihall have my limbs very foon again, for 
I am in an unufual freedom in my faculties. If 
you have bufinefs to do in the country, do it^ for 
things here are not yet in fo good a way as I 
hope they will be foon. You muft not put me 
off with excufes for want of paper, fince I fend 
you every pod a Iheet to anfwer with, inclofed 
with that I write to you. I am, dear Prue, ever 
•yours, Ricfk. Steele. 

LETTER CCLXXVIL To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, May 18, 1717. 

I WAS rhightily pleafed with a letter under 
your hand, for the length of which I thank 
you. I do not infift upon long epiilles; but to 
have a line is abiblutely neceflary to keep up 
our fpirits to each other. I am obliged to you 
for your inclination towards the girls, and the 
thought of taking up the mortgage. You bid 
me wri^e no crois fiuff. I aik no uqreafonable 
things to keep me in good- humour. I cannot 
imagine what you and your couiin can have dif- 
agreed fo much about ; but ihe is my relation as 
ihe is yours. . I am wonderfully recovered to 
what I was, Eugene, Betty, and Molly, are in 
perfefi; healthy Ever yours, Rich. Steele^ 
Ma Mrst 
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^rs. Clark 4ias^ juft now be^ here. She 
pleads poverty; and I have protnifed her, as foon 
ds I g^ 'money, to pay hej: the intereft wiiieh 
Iwas due on the 50 L which you have paid off. 

LETTER CCLXXVIIL To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prve* May aa, I7i7* 

l'"^CTOUll (qxi is now with me very merry ia 
X rags, whiclj condition I am going tobet«> 
ter, for h^ fcall have new things immediately* 
iHe is extremely pretty, and has his face fweet^ 
lencd with fpmetbing of the Veaus his mother, 
which, is QO (mail delight to the Vulcan who 
begot him *. Ever yours, Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCLXXIX. To Lady Steele. 
. . Dear Prue, May a;2, i7i7» 

IfiAVE your? of the i8th, and am always 
pleafed when I fee anything under your 
iairhand; but, by the way ^ I expefik the flteec 
€>f paper I ^nd to you fcnt up to me in the next 
letter, an4 Mt iiuch feamtalous half-flieets. The 
report of e^mptbg me fc^m pay is faife ; for 
five hmadce^ pounds, " for the time the comnaii^ 
^* fioo was in Scotland/' k already ordered mc> 
which I daily expeS to rccdve. As for your 
Aaying all the wintev, I lQOg.t0 fee you, and we 
wfill never part again till death fepatate us. Beib- 
fi^n \9 (o bufy with gieat mien that GilUnore's 

* Sec Lettff CCUCXXII. p. 1^7. 

, afl&ir 
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afikir ^ is retarded by it. I will fay nothing about 
my. coming down till I fee further about the 
duration of tfab feffion of Pafttament. I am 
ever yoursi RfcH. Steele. 

Left you ffiould hot read SVfcli thrf interlinea- 
tion -fj Ifaj^, the 500I. ordered iiie is for the tinic 
the commtfllon Was tn Scotland. 

* tbisrefersTfoond of Sir RichairdV pr<§V^s, 'slllaid to In 
laany o( the. prttediag letters, for which* be obtaintd i psMM, 
whence he derived, ukimatd); aatfdwittage^ The paiticuJars 9f 
it he put>liflic<l next yeari under the' tptUi of ** An Accoynt df 
** the Fifli-pOol, «onfiftmg of a Defcrifftiofc of the* Vcffel fo ciff- 
** edt lately iaventcd, and bulk for thif Smpomtioa of ^iih alu% 
** and in good Health. from pans however di^anr { a Proof of thp 
*' Imperfe^ion of the Well- boat hitherto. tiled in the Fifliing 
^ Trade; the trae Reafons why Ships liecome ftiff or crank in 
** failings i wijl> pt|ie|r,ImprovcT(nen» vjeryvfcful to aU Perfqiis 
** concerned in Trade and Navigation. Ltkewife a Defcription 
** of the Carriage intended for the Conveyance of Filh by Land 
** ill the faro^ good CMiditioa a» in the Fiih -pool by Sca^** 
By Sir Richard Steelci and Mr. Joieph Gillmore^ mathetnac^ 
cian, 1718, 8vo. Dedicated to the Hon. Sir John W^rd| knt. 
Lord-mayor of London. Sir Richard's patent for this invention 
was dated June lOy i>iS. If appearsr^m thi« publication, and 
from N* XXVIIL the laft aumber of hia ** Theatre," • th4t 
Steele expe£^ed to have made an ample fortune by this machine : 
but, on trial, it did not anfwer his expe^ations; for, though by 
this ingenious contntance the fUhes were fupylied with a contt* 
aual dream of water in eroding the fea, yet, not brooking^ the 
confinement, they battered themfelves againf^ the fides of the 
vefiet, and were fo much injured in their paflTage, that, when 
bfOHjjht to aA^kety they did not fetch a proper price. We learn 
however with certainty, from a fubfequent letter, CCLXXXIJt. 
p. 175, that Steele's expence was not immanfe on this occa- 
fion; and that th^fate of his invention, though a great difap- 
pointment, was by no means fuch a lofs to him, as it is repie* 
fented by the writer of his life in the Bhgrapbia BriiMtnica, art. 
St£elb, p. 3833, note. 
' t The words marked in p. 164. by inve.tcd commas. 
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LETTER CGLXXX. To Laly Steele. 

Deab. Fau;&»| [undated.] 

IF you kncwhpw glad I fin[i to fee a long 
letter, from you, I dare fay, as fantaftically 
ihy as you are oJF ^P^ng any thing that ihoul4 
make your huiband ^hink you love hira, you 
would oftener afford me that pleafure. When 
Jonathan anfweris my fetters, I fiiall know what 
to do ; but, if I thought quite fo ill of him as 
the reft ofchis relations do, I fliould wholly de- 
cline the thought of ferving him. I n^ver had 
any thought of jnaking an expejnce at Carmar- 
then but on a fairer profpedt than 1 ever yet faw. 
I have had abundance of refleftion fince we 
parted ; and, in the future part oif my life, you 
will find me a very referved man, and clear of 
all hangers-on. I find by all the care and induf- 
try which a man ufes for others, if they are be* 
holdcn to your pocket, they are only afhamed 
they were obliged to you, and leave your inte- 
reft. I ihall, therefore, hereafter make my ex- 
pence upon my own way of living, and my own 
houlhold and little family. Though my wife 
oives herfelf whimfical airs of faying^^" if ihe is 
unworthy, yet the children*' — I fky, though you 
talk of the children, if I will no^mind you ; I 
tell you they are dear to me more that they are 
yours than that they are mine. For which I 

know 
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iinow no reafon^ but that I am^ in fpite of yoifr 
Ladyfliip's coynefles and particularities^ utterly 
yours, IticH. Steele. 



LETTER CCLXXXI. To Lady Steele. 
Dear Prue, May 27, 1717. 

TO fhew you how little I defervc or under- 
ftand what you mean by Mrs. Bevans's in* 
folcnce, or Mr. Philips's wrongs to you, I make 
no anfwer to fuch unreafonable intimations^ as if 
they were fupported by me. I afTure you my 
head is too full at prefent to enter into what it 
is impoffible for me, at this diftancc, to appre- 
hend. I wifli I could make you eafy, I am lure 
I would do it ; for I have no tranquillity when 
I think you are under any difcompofure. I am 
ever yours, Rich. Steei^e. 



LETTER CCLXXXIL To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, May 30, 171^. 

I HAVE yours, wherein you railly about 
Venus and Vulcan *. I do not doubt but I 
fliall fee you as fine a lady as ever you were ; I 
am fure 1 Ihall think you fo ; but complacency, 
and a little regard to a poor decrepid creature, 
ungratefully and barbaroufly ufed, 1 ihould 
think, you owe me as a whig, if not as a wife* 

* See Letter CCLXXVJII. p. 164, 

M4 This 
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This day there comes on in the Houfe of Com* 
©ions a debate *, whether the Earl of Oxford' 
ihould be tried, and when. I am going thither 
out of curiofity. I am, dear Prue, ever yours. 

Rich. St££L£. 



-LETTER CCLXXXIII. To Lady Steele. 
Dear Prue, June ii, 17 17. 

I HAVE yours of the 5th inftant, for which 
I heartily thank you/ Your expedient of 
nurfe Jervafe is a very rough medecine ; but 
your own kind letters are a fafe and a pleafan? 
cure againft fuch evils as you, in raillery, feem 
jo apprehend. 1 write this from Richmond, 
where I have been fince yefterday morning at a 
lodging near Wilks, who, 1 believe, will bring 
inatters to beir fo as that there will be no play- 
hbufc but ours, allowing Rich, who is almoft 
broke, a falary while there is but one houfe. I 
am in hopes, one Way or other, let the courtiers 
do as unthankfuUy as they pleafe, I Ihall pick 
up a comfortable fortune. When I faid I would 
do towards you as to all mankind, you were |o 
underftand, that if I am hard upon no part of 
mankind, i Ihall not be fo towards the neareft 
relation in nature, a good wife. Do not talk of 
|ove taking leave of an objeft ; I tell you I love 
you to dotage. Gillmore is he^e with me; I 

« See an Account of it in ^< Political State/' vol. XIII. p. 724. 

took 
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tR)ok him to t^k. over our affkirs, \9bich I dpubl 
noi; will fucqced'^. I am going to LoodoDn 
whence you ihall hear how the family dQe&» 

June II, St. james's*ftrect, Half- hour after Nincl 

I am juft returned hither^ where I find all 

things in gdod order, and your children in per- 

fed health. Your moft obedient and obfequi- 

ous hufband, Rich. Steele*^ 



LETTER CCLXXXIV. To Lady Steele. [ 
Dear Prue, June 15, 1717.^ 

I AM heartily glad my letter, whiqh you r€s 
ceived on Whitfuntide, was fo agreeable to 
you. It is indeed in our power tojEiiidke each 
other as happy as mortals are capable of being. 
I have, in purfuance of the refolution I told you 
of, parted with my new man, and have now 
only Willmot. If you think Sam would recover 
here,, it is well to fend him; but I cannot tell 
when I can lea?e tl|e town, becaufe the trial, of 
my Lord Oxford will prolong the fefiion : the 
managers for that purpofe were named yefter^ 
day. I have been a little intemperate, and dif<^ 
compofed with it; but I will be very ibber for 

♦ Mr. Gillmore's place of abode was at Nettlcton In Witu 
ihire. The curioDs may find more mfomiation relative Co this 
itgwsious man in the *' Account of the Fifh*povl|"' iiieBtioa«4 
in the note on Letter CCLXXIX. p. 165. 
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the future cfpeciaMy for the lake of the moff 
amiable and moft deferving woman, who ha» 
made me ier happy flave and obedient huf- 
band, , , Rich. Steele. 



"• LETTER CdLXXXV. To Lady Steele. 

-I '■"■-.'.■■ 

DearPrue, . June ao, lyi^. 

I HAVE yours of the 14th, and am infinitely 
obliged to you for the length of it. I do 
not know another whom i'xould commend for 
that circumftance ; but where we entirely love, 
the continuance of any thing they do to pleafe 
us is a'pleafure. As for your relations; once 
for all, pray take it for granted, that my regard 
and conduft towards all and fingiilar of them 
Ihall be as you dired. ' 

I hope,' by the grace of God, to continue 
what you wilh me, every Way, an honeft ma^. 
My wife and my children are the objeds that 
have wholly taken up my heart ; and as I ami 
not invited or encouraged in any thing which 
regards the publick, 1 am eafy under that neg* 
left, or envy of my pad ajftions, and chearfuUy 
contraa that diffufive fpirit within the interefts 
of my own family. You are the head of us ; 
and I (loop to a female reign, :as being naturally 
made^he flave of beauty. But, to prepare for our 
maimer o£ living when we are again together, give 
me leave to fey, while I am here at leifure, and 
come to lie at Chelfea, what I think may coo-; 
A tribute 
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tribtlte to our better way of living. I very 
much approve Mrs. Evans and her hufband j 
and, if you take my advice, I would have thettl 
have a being in our houfe^ and Mrs. Clark the 
care and infpcdion of the nurfery. I would have 
you entirely at leifure, to pafs your time with 
me in diverfions, in books, in entertainments; 
and no manner of bufinefs intrude upon us but 
at ^«ted times. For, though you are made to 
be the delight of my eyes, and food of all my 
fenfes and faculties, yet a turn of care and houfe- 
wifery, and I know not what prepofleffion againlt 
converfation-pleafures, robs me of the witty and 
the handfome woman to a degree not to be ex;- 
prefled. I will work my brains and fingers to 
procure us plenty of all things, and demand no* 
thing of you but to take delight in agreeable 
drefles, chearful difcourfes, and gay fights, at- 
tended by me. This ma,y be done by putting 
the kitchen and the nurfery in the hands 1 pro- 
pofe ; and I ihall have nothing to do but to pafs 
as much time at home as I poffibly can, in the 
beft company in the world*. We cannot tell here 
what to think of the trial of my Lord Oxford ; 
if the miniftry are in earncft in that, and I fliould 
fee it will be extended to a length of time, I will 
leave them to themfelves, and wait upon you. 
Mifs Moll grows a mighty beauty, and ihe ihall 

♦ This company he did not long enjoy, for he was deprived 
of it by death nex( yf ar, not long after her return to London. 

be 
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be vei^ prettily drefied^ as Hkewife ihall Bettf 
and Eugene ; abd> if I throw away a little mo* 
iMjy in mk)i?ning my brafs,: I hope you will for* 
give me: they alre^ I thank God^ all vety weU} 
and the cl^Ttnpng form of their mother has trm^ 
pered the Ukieneft' they bear to their rough firei 
vfho is, with the greatcft fdndnefs, your raoft 
obliged^ and moft obedient huiband. 

Rich. STZEiLB. 



LETTER CCLXXXVI. ToUij SrjLntt. 
Dear Prue, ' ^ June 21, 1717.' 

IHAVfe yours of the 17th, and am beholdeil 
to you that you wiH be perfuaded ro drefs 
when I am with you. As for my Ihare about 
the brats, Gillmore's affair goes on fo happily, 
that I am in no manner of doubt but I fliall be 
able to do amply for them. 1 like your expref- 
fion about immortality, and know our happinefs 
in next life will depend very much upon our be- 
haviour to each other in this. We may promote 
or interrupt each other on the way thither by 
our condud:; and, as 1 do not now doubt your 
part to me^ fo I hope you will not mine to you. 
As for my vivacities, they arc changed into 
chearful endeavours for the good of my family. 
I never can, I own at the fame time, be what 
they call thoroughly frugal ; but my expence 
fliall be at home, in a plentiful fupply of all 
things for you and the brats, #with regard to 

pleafures 
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{^etfiires as well as necefiaries.' Mt.Hoadlf^ 
the Bifiiop of Bangor, has, in the Sermon* for 
which he is (b ill-treated, done like an Apbille; 
and aflerted the true dominion eftabliihed by oar 
Blefied Saviour. I am, dear Prue, your moft 
affis&ionate, obliged, obedient huiband. 

Rich. Stselb. 



LETTER CCLXXXVII. To Lady Steelu. 

Dear Prue, Chclfca, June 24, 1717. 

I RECEIVED a letter from you without date* 
.Your firft article is about Sam, for whooi 
70U have the inclofed advice. There was nft 
danger of my being a manager againft Lord Ox^ 
ford without I had fought it, which 1 was for 
from doing ; fo far from that, that I had not the 
curiofity to be there to-day, which was the firft 
day of bis ttiali*-. I am at Chelfea with my booias^ 
^nd, by the help of God, will^ for the future, 
avoid all odious offices, except where the fafetj 
of my country is immediately concerned wiflu 1 

* This was tht famous Sermon oq *' rhe Nature of the King- 
•• dom or Church of Chrid/' preached before the King, Marcii 
31^ 17x79 which gave birth to the well-known Bangoriaa ccui* 
trosrerfy. In the preface to a volume of Sermons publtflied im 
I7S4> ill which this difcourfe is preferved, Biihop Hoadly &▼% 
^* At whofe requeft it was commanded to be publiihed, I know 
** not ; but I know that it was not, either 6\rc€i\y or indiredlyy 
** from any defire of mine."—'' An Account of all the ooaMe*' 
*^ rable Pam6hlet8> &c. with occaiiodal Obfervations by Piia** 
** n^gnofies Clericus/' waspubliihed in 1719. 

t See p. i7t. 

3 the 
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the behavioyr of ftl'fifh and unikilful peoplb miy 
oot put us into the danger which we efcaped 
only by the intervention of Providence. I have 
been at Chelfea ever fince Saturday* and have 
enjoyed great fatisfa^ion in my folitude. Betty 
and Molly were with me here yeftemight» that 
is^ on Sunday evening ; they were very good 
company, and I treated them with ftrawberries 
and cream, and, according to my fond way^ ate 
more than both of them. I do not defign to be 
at the Houfe of Commons during the trial, but 
pafs my timCj while it lafts, in what will, I hope, 
bring a large fum of money in the winter. I 
am glad your opinion falls in with mine', as to . 
parting with Dymock, &c* I am, dear Prue, 
ever yours. Rich. SrsELB# 



LETTER CCLXXXVIII. To Udy Steele. 

Dear Prue, June 27, I'pj* 

I AM very uneafy upon not hearing from you 
laft poft. I have a great deal of merry and 
agreeable things to fay, but the terror of my 
letter's finding you out of order makes me for- 
bear any fuch unfeafonable gaiety. Pray write 
without fail next poft, if you are able. You will 
l)eft judge of the inclofed. 1 am your moft 
Ihumble fervant^ and obedient hufband. 

Rich. Steele. 
LETTER 
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• LETTER CCLXXXIX. To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prup, ' Jwty «> ^1^1* 

YOURS of the 25th of lafl: month is inqui- 
fitive whether the affair of Gillmorc* 
paffes the Houfe this prefent feffion of parlia- 
ment. We have examined into the neceflary 
method for fiich an invention. We muft, in 
"the firfl: place, have a patent under the Great 
Seal for fourteen years, which is a thing cannot 
be denied. When we have this, we are to fot 
forth ^0 the parliament, by petition, that we 
have fuch a patent, and hope we ihall appear to 
merit a longer term than the Crown is able to 
give us, and alk of the legiflative power to add 
to the fourteen years twenty-one more ; fo that, 
in the whole, the profits in the invention will be 
in our families thirty-fife years. We are going 
to take the patent immediately, which fecures 
us at firft, and fliall bring our petition for the 
longer time next feffion. Benfon is m all the 
charge^ that is, the main expence ; but you need 
not doubt but I fhall, one way or other, be out 
an hundred pounds before it is perfeded. Alt 
this while you ace to know, that we are to have 
our charges placed in common when the thing 
comes to bear. It is demonftration that here is 
a very confiderable cftate ; but I am come to 

♦ Sec tetter CCLXXIX. p. 1^5, 

that. 
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that, that be it never fo certain^ I Ihall not sSt 
upon it in my expences till I am adually in pof* 
feffion of the growing profits. Excellent refor« 
jnation ! You fliall be obeyed about Mrs. Clark, 
and Mrs. Keck, and every thing elfe in my 
.power# The children are the mod amiable 
things in the world, and I will keep them very 
gay and prettily drefledj for I grow a dull fa- 
mily creature. All my public-fpirit and gal- 
lantry is turned into the care of a wayward beau- 
ty called a wife, and a parcel of brats called 
children. Laft night my Lord of Oxford was 
acquitted by the Lords without coming to a 
trial. The Commons exhibited articles of im- 
peachment againft him : when they came tp the 
place of trial, the Lords infifted that the articles 
of treafon ihould be firit tried ; the Commons 
infifted on their own method, and would not 
come to the Hall on thofe terms, upon which 
the Lords acquitted their peer. But the Com- 
mons iiasnediately went into a debate to bring 
in a bill to punifh him another way ; which de- 
bate is adjourned till to-morrow morning, and 
it is pofiible my Lord Oxford's triumph may be 
butfliort. Yours ever^ Rich. Steele. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCXC. To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, July 4, 1717. 

I HAVE yours of the 30th of laft month, 
full of concern and care for me, for which I 
am infinitely obliged to you. As to my journey, 
I cannot tell what to fay as to the time of fetting 
out ; but can by no means think of the ftage- 
coach ; I muft travel fo as to have my hours my 
own, and halt when I pleafe ; for, you muft 
know, I begin to take great care of your hufband, 
as knowing he grows a very good one every 
way. As to money for our expences, I afTure you 
I will take care of that, and much approve your 
fcheme as to the Bath, before, and after, Car- 
marthen vifit. 

1 believe Madam Evans is not with child, fo 
that you may have hopes of feeing her; but the 
Houfe of Commons were at a committee of 
eledtions till twelve o'clock; at the end of 
which, inflead of vvaiting in the cold for a coach, 
and other inconveniencies in that wearied con- 
dition, I bid Willmot get me a bed in Palace- 
yard ; he did get one next to St. Margaret's 
church, from whence I now write to you. And 
BOW, at ten o'clock, the Houfe are coming to- 
gether, the next morning, about an addrefs * 
to his Majefty. 

* The purpofe of this addrefs was, *' to except the Earl of 
^* Oxford out of an a£^ of grace/' which had beea recommended 
from {he Throne. See pp. 178, 179. 

N The 
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The Lords have been fo careful of that great 
patriot, the Earl of Oxford, as to acquit him, 
upon a pretence of privilege which they never 
exerted before. The Commons have much 
indignation at this ufage, and addrefs the King 
not to pardon him, that they, the next feffion, 
may profecute him in a parliamentary way. 

But what are thefe things to us and brats ? I 
am entirely devoted to you and yours. Your 
moft obedient hufband, Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCXCL To Lady Steele. 

Ten thoufand times my dear, 

dear, pretty Prue, July ii, 1717. 

I HAVE been in very great pain for having 
omitted writing laft poft. You know the 
unhappy gaiety of my temper when I luve got 
in ; and indeed I went into company without 
having writ before I left my houfe in the morn- 
ing, which I will not do any more. It is impof- 
fible to guefs at all the views of courtiers ; but^ 
however, I am of opinion that the Earl of Ox- 
ford is not in fo triumphant a way as his friends 
imagine. He is to be profecuted by way of bill, 
or aft of parliament, next feffion, in order to 
punifti him accor'ding as he fhall appear to dc- 
ferve ; and, in the mean time, to be excepted 
out of the ad of grace which comes out next 
week. 

Pleafc 
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Pleafe to take the advice you give me on this 
fubjedt, and keep your converfation out of the 
difpute. Your letter has extremely pleafed me 
with the gaiety of it ; and, you may depend 
upon it, my ambition is now only turned towards 
keeping that up in you, and giving you reafons 
for it in all things about you. Two people who 
are entirely linked together in intereft, in hu- 
mour, and afFedion, may make this being very 
agreeable; the main thing is, to preferve al- 
ways a difpofition to pleafe and be pleafed. Now 
as to your Ladyfliip, when you think fit, to look 
at you, to hear you, to touch you, gives delight 
in a greater degree than any other creature can 
bellow ; ai)d indeed it is not virtue, but good- 
fenfe and Wife choice, to be conftant to you. You 
did well not to dwell upon one circumftance in 
your letter ; for, when I am in good health, as 
I thank God I am at .this prcfent writing, it 
awakes wiihes too warmly to be well borne when 
you are at fo great a diflance. I do not fee any 
mention of your man Sam ; I hope the Dodtor's 
prefcription has-been ufeful to him. 

Think, dream, and wifh for nothing but me, 
who make you a return in the fame afFedion to 
you for cvei. Your moft obfequious, obedient 
jiufband, . * Rich. Steele* 

Pray date your letters *• 

* Which Sir Richard himfelf too often aeglefted to do* 

Nz LETTER 
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LETTER CCXCII. To Lady Steele. 
Dear Prue, St. James's-ftrcet, July i6, 17 17. 

YOURS of the loth inftant lies- before me. 
You are very good in thanking me for, 
what is my duty, being in pain when any thing 
difturbs you. You recommend care of health 
and money. ' God will, in his due time, reftore 
me to the former by the ufe of my limbs, which 
is all I want of perfect health. As to money, I 
am grown very fond of it ; but, as you are a 
good keeper of it, I defign your eftate fhall con- 
flantly be laid up after the mortgage is paid ofFj 
and the allowance for you and children Ihall 
come from me, over and above what your efkate 
brings. This will enable us to put our childfen 
into the worid, if God fhall pleafe to continue us 
to fee them difpofed of. The conteft of the 
Biihop* has ended in the confufion of his adver- 
faries. Dr. Edwards is, I fuppofe, of Bangor's 
fide of the queftion in the main argument. I 
cannot tell what to anfwer you about the Bath; 
but, v^^hen I leave this town, my fervants fliall 
have, board-wages, and I will take a fnap any 
how ; for I muft keep myfelf to myfelf, and 
have my^ play -f ready this enfuing winter, in 
order to be quite out of debt, 

* I approve your refledion, from what you fee 

* Dr. Hoadly, Bifliop of Bangor. Sec pp. 173, 189. 

t " The Cbnfcious Lovers j" not a^ed till Nov. 7, 1722. 

in 
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in others from want of education, to be careful 
of our brats in that point. They are all well. 
Moll is as great a charmer as her mother, and 
will prove as great a iharper. Dear thing, how 
I love you ! Rich. Steele* 



LETTER CCXCIII. To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, July 24, 17 17. 

I HAVE yours of the 20th. I lament the 
lamentable condition you are in, with rela- 
tion to the place, and other matters, therein de- 
fcribed with great wit and fpirit. But your let- 
ter is an argument againft what you fay, to wit, 
that it is impoffible to write for a polite part of 
the world in that neighbourhood. The King is 
at Hampton-court ; and I defign next week to 
go thither, with a petition for a fmall grant, to 
make myfelf eafy. 

If I fucceed, as I am encouraged to expeft, 
our labour for ourfelves will be very much ihort*- 
ened, and I have little more to care for but to 
enjoy the pleafure of being, dear Prue, your 
moft affe&ionate hufband, and moft obedient:^ 
humble fervant, Rich. Steele. 

As I was going to clofe this, I hear the voice 
of Mrs. Keck talking to Molly. But Ihe is fo 
great a Prue, that fhe comes and goes Without 
feeing me, though I am in the houfe. But I 
have fent her word I am writing, and Ihe gives 
her fervice. 

N3 LETTEI^ 
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LETTER CCXCIV. To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, . July 26, i7i7» 

I HAVE your kind letter, which exprefle$ 
your fears that I do not take care of myfelf 
as to catching cold^ and the like* I am careful 
enough when I am awake ; but in the night the 
cloaths are kicked on the floor, and I am ex* 
pofed to the damp till the coolnefs awakes me* 
This 1 feel at prefect in my arms and legs, but 
will be carefully tucked up hereafter. 1 w^t 
with impatience for the. receipt of money out of 
the Treafury, to make further payments. I be* 
lieve, when I have it, I fhall wholly turn off my 
coach-horfes ; for, fince I am at my ftudy whole 
days together,^ it is, I think, a fenfelefs thing for 
me to pay as if I was padding all that while, 
and Ihewing myfelf to the world. 1 have fent 
your inclofed to Mrs. Keck. She came into the 
dining-room to me when I fent away Jaft let- 
ter, and we had feme tea; and, inftead of fuch 
chat as fhould naturally arife between a great 
gallant and a fine lady, ihe, took upon her to 
tell me, that I did fpend my money upon my 
children, but that they onght to be better ac- 
commodated as to their drefs, and the like. She 
is, indeed, a very good Prue ; and, though I di- 
vert myfelf with her gravity and admonition, I 
have a fmcere refped: for her. I was iail night 

fo 
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(b much enamoured with an author I waS' read- 
ing, and fome thoughts which I put together on 
that occafion, that I was up till morning, which 
makes me a little reftive to-day. Your daugh- 
ter Moll has ftole away my very heart : but 
doubt not but her brother and lifter will recover 
their fliare when we are all together, except 
their mother robs them all of him who is, dear 
Prue, entirely yours. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCXCV. To Lady Steele. 

My DEAR Wife, [July ay, 1717.] 

I READ your kind letter with a great deal of 
pleafure, and promifc myfelf as much hap- 
pinefs as ever man knew in woman when wc 
meet again* I hope it w^U pleafe God to pro- 
fper our little affairs in fuch manner as that wc 
may pafs the remainder of our days in tranquil- 
lity : that is a ftate 1 have never yet known, but 
it is very much in your power to contribute to* 
wards poffefiing it for the future. You miftake, 
when you fay I wilh to fee Wales out of any 
ftifpicion ; I affure you, I defign that journey 
only out of curiofity, to fee what, by your fa- 
vour, will one day be in my pofterity, if it Ihall 
pleafe God to continue our children to us. They 
are now all three in good health, and I hope to 
tell you before this day fe'nnight that I have 
N 4 paid 
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paid Betty's fchooling. ' As to the perfons you 
mention in your letter^ I fhall condu&myfelf to« 
wards them as you Ihall advife. I cannot yet 
anfwer you as to the 200 1. you fpeak of to be 
ready three months hence, but Ihall do all I 
x:an. I place the utmoft of the happinefs of this 
life in you, and earneftly exhort you to meet me 
with the fame difpofition to be pleafing to me, 
as I have to manifeft myfelf, in little as well as 
great occafions, your moft afFe(3:ionate and faith- 
ful hulband and fervant, Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCXCVL To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, July 29, 1717. 

YOURS of the 2 5th is before me. I am 
always glad when you write a great deal ; 
but do not hurt your eyes to fcribble longer 
than is eafy to you. Your kind expreffion is 
the moft welcome and pleafing thing which 
could poffibly arrive at me. Mr. Glanvill * of 

* William Glanvill, efq. one of the clerks of the Treafury, and 
receiver of the revenues of the Firft-fruics office. He died in the 
January following, and was buried at Wooton in Surrey, where 
the following concife epitaph^ dictated by himfelf, prefervcs 
his memory : 

(Viceiimo fec^ndo die Januarii) 

Anno /^alutis reparatc 

(MDCCXVIl.) 

Hie fits fuerunt reli'quIaB 

GULIELMI GLANVILL. 

Requiefcanc donee veniat Redemptor. 

The fubft^nce of his ctiaritablc vvill may be feen in Aubrey's 

*u Surrey," vol. II. p. 144, 

the 
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the Treafury afked me the other day, ** how my 
" wonderful girl did ?*' There is, it feems, a lady 
of his acquaintance who vifits Betty at fchoo), 
and cries her up for a greater wit than her fa- 
ther — that is not much — but than her mother 
either, I am every day walking about the offices 
to get our falaries paid, that I might go into 
the country, and particularly the Bath, whence 
you Ihall direct me further, that is, command 
my motions. • But, if I find my limbs eafy to 
mcy I believe I fliall vigorouily purfue my jour- 
ney to the dcareft of women to the moil affcfti- 
onate of men. 

Poor, dear, angry, pleafed, pretty, witty, filly, 
every thing, Prue, yours ever. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCXCViL To Lady Steele. 

My dear Wife, [July -31, 1717.] 

YOURS of the 27th came to hand. I am 
very far from being infincere in my re- 
folves about parting with infignificant people. 
I am ready to burll with indignation againft my 
own folly, and melt with gratitude for your 
goodnefs in bearing fo long as you have. I am 
in purgatory till it is otherwife, and am really in 
danger of falling into the contrary extreme of 
being too near and referved. God Almighty 
grant that we may meet together in fuch difpo- 
fitions as to enjoy with our little ones the only 

true 
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true pleafures of religion and virtue. Your$ 
ever^ Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCXCVIIL To Lady Steele, 

Dear Prue, St. James's-ftrcct, Aug. 3, 1717. 

I HAVE yours, wherein you difluade me 
from Wales, and tell me you hear I am or- 
dered for Scotland, Mine of Saturday is on that 
fubjea. I come now from the mod difagree* 
able place in the world, a great man's table, 
and am unfit for writing, &c. but will be very 
long on this affair on Thurfday. Your moft 
obfcquious hufband, and moft humble fervant. 

Rich. Steele. 



Letter CCXCIX. To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, Aug. 3, 17 17. 

I AM going to Hampton-court, where the 
King now is, to folicit fome matters relating 
to our commiflion. 1 give a thoufand thoufand 
thanks for your very pretty and very kind letter 
of the 29th of laft month. Forgive me that I 
am in hafte, with a ftedfaft refolution in what 
you arc fo kind as to approve with fo much af- 
fedlion. I remain your moft afFettionate huf- 
band, and molt obedient humble fervant. 

Rich. Steele. 
LETTER 
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LETTER CCC. To Lady Steeie. 

My dear Wife, Aug. 9, 1717. 

YOURS of the 4th is full of that natural 
terror you have upon you by the apprc- 
henfions of thunder. There is no talking away 
fuch fears. I earneftly recommend you to the pro- 
teftion of God under that and all other amaze* 
ment and failing of fpirit. I take all the mea- 
fures I am able to be a comfort to you, as you 
are a very great one to me ; for I indeed, from 
reafon and refledion, as well as tendernefs and 
paffion, take you for the beft of women. How 
happy fliall we be, when we are out of debt, to 
have nothing to do but to pleafe and exhilarate 
each other, and educate our children in the love 
of that God who made us their parents ! The 
poor little things feem (as far as my partiality 
will let me judge) to have very good endow- 
ments. I hope we Ihall live to fee thefe talents 
improved. 

We have not had any thunder at all in thefe 
parts. God preferve you to your family, and, 
dear Moll, your moft afFcdtionate hufband, and 
mofl obedient fervant. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCCI. To Lady Steele. 

^ DearPrue, .Aug. 17, 1717.. 

I AM in the utmoft concern to find you fo 
very uneafy as you are in the country. I am 
confident, if you had fuch a fellow as Dymock, 
whom you might command, it would be bettet 
with you, and you might be miftrefs of your 
eftate as abfolutely as you are of, dear Prue, 
your moft obfequious hufband and fervant. 

Rich. Steele, 



LETTER CCClI. To Lady Steele. 

. Dear Prue, [Aug. 24, 17 17.5 

I HAVE yours of the 19th. I have done 
about the mention of Dy mock, and believe 
you are in the right. The other circumftance 
to be confidered in your letter is about reii^ov- 
ing. You fay I did not tell you I had refolved 
it when you left the town, I did not myfelf 
know it then ; but your inftruftions to me were. 
Pall-mall, St. James's- ftreet, Gerard flreet, or a 
place near a church : which laft you will have. 
I am confident, daily intelligence of what paffes 
at the playhoufe will be fome hundreds in my 
way ; and money is the main thing : get I al- 
ways could, but now I will get it and keep it. 

Your 
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Your affair is to make and keep yourfelf chear- 
ful; you fliall have nothing to do but to enjoy, 
it fliall be my part to labour and get. 

I have had much ftruggle by reafon of ill- 
payments, and unreafonable, hafty, fevere peo- 
ple; among the reft, that hog Lady Vandeput. 
I have paid her to the end of laft quarter, and 
have given her warning, and can remove any 
time between this and quarter-day without pay- 
ing more than this quarter. 

I fliall o,n Michaelmas-day have 533 1. due to 
me. If 1 can find means to have that advanced, 
I will pay off the coach^horfes quite, and have 
no charge of equipage of any kind till we arc 
together again in London. 

How can you let your fpirit fink fo as to 
mind what people fay whom you do not efleem ? 
Be yourfelf, and referve your beft felf for> dear 
Prue, yours ever, Rich. Steele. 

I go to-morrow to Tunbridge. with Dr. 
Garth, to vifit Lady Marlborou^ and the 
Duke * ; fo perhaps you may not have a letter by 

Tuefday's 

* Who had, in the December preceding, been feized with an 
apoplexy, which, though by the ikill of Dr. Garth it was for 
foxne time palliated, impaired his fenfes, and at length termi* 
nated in a total decay, and his difrolution. His Grace, how- 
ever, bad after the year 1717 fotne lucid intcnrals. In the fum- 
incr of ijjB, Sir Richard Steele, with Bifliop Hoadly and Dr. 
Samuel Clarke, made a vifit of fome days at Blenheim-boufe, 
by invitation j where, he found, the ladies and gentlemen of 
the family, and a few of the neighbourhood, had got up the 
tragedy of ** All for Love," to entertain the Duke of Marl- 
borough. JJady Bateman (one of his, Crace*s grand- daughters 

by 
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Tuefday's poft, for I fear I (hall not return till 
Wednefday. 

by the Earl of Sunderland), who played the part of Cleopatra, 
had in vain applied to Sir Richard Steele for a prologue on that 
extraordinary occafion, and Teemed chagrined at the difappoint- 
ment. At night, when the family retired, the Biihop defired 
pen, inky and paper, might be brought to his chamber, and, 
the next morning at breakfaft, prefented to Lady Bateman an 
excellent " Prologue j" which fhe fpoke, the fame evening, to 
the Duke and Dutchefs, his Grace fheddlig tears at the unex* 
pe£ted compliment from a favourite grand-child. In the courie 
of the play, Sir Richard, who fat next to the BiOiop, often ob-> 
ferved how well and feelingly Captain Fifhe performed the part 
of Anthony. This gentleman, who had been the Duke's page, 
had diftinguilhed himfelf in the army, and, as I have been in- 
formed, died a lieutenant-colonel. In one of the fcenes where 
Fiflie was very fweet upon his Cleopatra, Sir Richard whifpered 
the Bifcop, " I doubt this < Fifhe' is * Flcfli,' my Lord."— I 
muft mention another incident at their going away. Sir Richard 
faid to the Bifliop, ** Does your Lordfhip give money to all thefe 
** fellows in laccd coats and ruffles ?" " No doubt,'* replied the 
Biihop. ** I have not enough," faid the Knight ; and when ht 
paflVd by them in the hall, he accolied them in a fpeech, telling 
them, ** that he had found them men of tajfe, and, as fuch, 
** invited them all to Drury-lane theatre, to whatever play they 
*' ihould pleafe to belpeak," he having then a fliare in the pa- 
tent. He obtained this in 1 7 14, by the friendfhip of the Duke 
of Marlborough, which he owed to a pleafant repartee (reported 
to the Duke, and taken as it was meant) on his Grace's prefer- 
ring his relations. See " Biogr<iphia Britannica," vol. VI. p. 3829. 
Biihop Hoadly and Sir Richard Steele had long been conncded 
as public men and fellow-(abourers in the caufe of liberty. The 
Tatler took Ihare in the controverfy with Bifliop Blackall j and 
Mr. Hoadly was one of the five friends, who, in 17x4, rcvifed 
and correftcd Steele's.** Crifis" before it was printed. Mr. Ad- 
difon, Mr. Lcchmere, Mr. Moore, and Mr. Min/hull, were tUe 
other four. See p. 112, Mr. Hoadly was alfothe reputed author 
of ** A Dedication to his Holinefs Clement XI," an admirable 
piece of grave humour, figned ** Richard Steele," being prefixed 
to his •• Account of the State of the Roman-catholic Religion 
•* throughout the World," publifhed in 1715. J. Puncombe. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCCIir, To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, [Aug. 28, 1717.] 

I RETURNED laft night from Tunbridge, 
whither my laft told you I was going on 
Sunday morning, to be back on Wednefday 
night, which I did accordingly, and found yours 
of the Z2d, and that of 24th. Yours, a2d, 
fpeaks again of Dymock. I give that matter 
up> and believe you in the right. Yours, 24th, 
concerning Mrs. Philips ; I lament the poor 
lady's fate, and Ihare in the uneafinefs the rc- 
fied:ion upon it gives you. Pray do not give 
way to fancies about your health, but bear up 
and expedt good days, negligent of this world as 
to its duration, careful as to its uncertainty. 
The inclofed letter I fend you, to (hew you a 
prefent difficulty I labour under; and fliall be 
determined by you. 

When th« commiffioners parted, they refolved 
to meet at Edinburgh on the loth of the next 
month. But that I am not able to do, for many 
reafons. The gentleman who writes the in* 
clofed. Sir Harry Houghton, will be ready to 
relieve me the middle of November, provided 1 
haften thither now ; if not, I muft ftay till th^ 
latter end of January. The flaying in Scotland 
till then would break all my meafures. If I 
followed my own inclinations, I Ihould go to 

Wales 
4 
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Wales though I flayed but two days, and crofi 
the country into the Lancalhire rpad. I got on 
horfeback at Tunbridge, and am confident I 
can ride thirty miles a day with eafe ; however, 
I defign to take the method you propofe of a 
chaife. Suppbfe I fhould bring Madam Clark 
down with me, only to attend your journey ; it 
would, I think, be right. Your opinion of thefc 
great points, next poft, will be very welcome. 
Your daughter Betty, who is here two or three 
days for the holidays of Bartholomew-tide, de- 
fires to know whether I am writing to you or 
not ; if I am, Ihe defires her duty. Molly can- 
not endure any kindnefs I fhew this vifitant, and 
I am not a little delighted to fee a young lady 
jealous of my favour. If you and I were toge* 
ther, and all our children with us, i Ihould ne- 
ver be a leifure moment out of my own houfe. 

I am refolved^ God willing, to have it fo; 
and, for the future, even travel with my whole 
family. I will get the better of you in this mat- 
ter ; and you muft fubmit to have me fond of 
you and yours at what place, and in what way, 
I think fit. This is the harfheft piece of arbi- 
trary power I will be ever guilty of. Yours 
ever. Rich. Steele, 



iETTER 
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LETTER CCCIV. To Lady SxEEtE. 
Dear Prue, [undated.] 

I DO not know how to give you an account 
of my prefent profpeds ; but can only fay, 
that the commiflioners of Scotland demand me 
there with fo much impatience, that go I muft» 
However, it is lefs painful to me becaufe Ben- 
fon is now in town, and will take care in my ab- 
fence of the greateft concern of all, which is 
now brought to perfection *• If I can value my- 
felf upon the half-year's pay plready due to me, 
I Ihall leave the town without any murmur 
againft me. God fend us an happy meeting, 
and that the reft of our days may be free from 
^ebt. I am, faithfully, afiedrionately, yours. 

Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCCV. To ^,ady Steele* 

Dear Prue, [undatcd.J ' . 

THE laft I received from you, which was 
laft night, had no date. It is indeed, as 
you obferve, a ftrange kind of life we lead, and 
the feparation is painful to me for one reafon 
more than it is to yovu 

If you think fit to go to the Bath, I canilot 
imagine but a woman of your eftate will find 

* The Fiih-pooL See p. 205. 

O friends^ 
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friends enough, to ralfe as much money as will 
carry you thither^ 

I titer the manner.of taking my journey «viery 
time I think of it. My prefent dtfpofitioB is, to 
boritiw what they call a poft-chaifcjof the Duke 
of Roxh^rongh* It is 4rawn by one horfe, i:uns 
m two wheels^ and is led by a fervant riding by. 
This rider and leader is to be Mr, Willmot, for- 
merly a carrier^ who anfwers for mana^ng oa a 
foad to perfe€kio»> by keeping tracks, and the 
like. /I thinjc ^fo «t pre&nt to be off my new 
ho^fe, and let things be as they are till we meet, 
when you fliaU ohufe for yourfelf an houfe ; 
whkh I will like becaufe you like %U 

As to your deiire oi contrivii^ .plenty of mo* 
ney, I have made a bargain with cmt paymafler 
for ib much, whether it is come out of the Trea- 
fury, to pay always within ten days after quarter- 
day from Chrtftmas next; fo that we will not 
want any more, I fiiall contrive alfo to ^have a 
quarter beforehand^ and never let family tick 
more for vi£tuals, cloaths^ or rent, i know this 
is better talk to you, than if it were a papar of 
Wit, written by your beloved Cowley. But all 
' fiiall, God willing, be punftually performed by, 
dear Prue, your moft obfequious hufband, and 
moft humble fervant. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER 
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" LETTER CCCVL To Udy SraEtE. 

B^A^ P^n^lti 5iit^ud^* Aug. 31, I7I7# 

Hampton-cottit* 

A MAN of. quality, gdng to town, waits to 
take this with hiqi, fo tbac I cannot lay 
inoce till Tuefd^y. Yams ever^ Rich. St£els« 



LETTER CCCVIL To Lady Steele. 

Deawl Fnye, Hampton^court, Aug. 31, 17 17* 

I WISH you would once (ay, you would liije 
a thing, becaufe I like it* I know not whe- 
ther what I have taken is to be called in a court* 
It is a fore door, at which a coach can fet down 
St the very threfliold, in Hart-ftreet, Covent- 
^garden ; and behind it a little courts in which 
there is but one houfe, intp King^s ftreet, Cp- 
v^nt-gafdep. I have taken ao ka(e, zud can 
.part jwith it when I pleafc to Mr. Wilks *, who 
defigns to buy it of the landlord. As to all 
other matters, I am contriving for the beft» 
You talk of the cheapeft way, &c. to get to 
town. I beg of you to be eafy in fuch points i 
you fhall have every thing your heart can wifb, 
in the reach of a moderate fortune. Pray be 

* Thtik one «f the manageri of DMty.line theatre. 

O 2 contented 

\ 
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contented with laying up all your eftate^ which 
I will enable you to do ; for you fliall be at no 
manner of charge on any thing in nature for 
yourfelf, children, or fervants, and they ihall be 
better provided for than any other family in 
England ; for i IhaM turn my expence and de- 
light all that way. Therefore, in the name of 
God, have done with talk of money, and do not 
let me lofe the right I have in a woman of wit 
and beauty, by eternally turning herfelf into a 
dun: Forgive the comparifon. When my heart 
is fixed to think of you as the objedt of love, 
cfteemi and friendfliip, and all that is foft ; it is 
in a moment turned into forrow and anxiety, to 
find ways to make you contented about trafh and 
dirt. Pray let it be otherwife : till you do, a 
thoufand good qualities in you are (like a mifer's 
wealth), mine without enjoypient. Your foa 
grows a lufty boy, and is your fervant, as is his 
father moft heartily. Rich. Steele. 

I writ to you a note to-day before, by one go- 
ing to town ; and write again, having occafion 
to fend Willmot on other bufinefs. 



LETTER CCCVIII. To Lady Steele. 

Dear Peue, Hampton-court, Sept. 12, 1717* 

WILLMOT brought me yefterday yours 
of th? 2d and 5th inftant. Thcffft de- 
1 'C ' termiacs. 
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termines my Scotch journey, before I fee Wales, 
I fliall'take your advice in the manner of it, if 
I find I cannot do yet better ; but I may poffibly 
joio with two or three gentlemen, and hire a 
coach for ourfelves. You may depend upon it, 
I will tiake care of myfelf, now you fay you value 
nie. 

I had altered my defign of removing, for fear . 
you ihould not like the houfe, and ihould have 
given a fum to be off; but Lady Vandejipt has 
fent word Ibe has let the houfe, therefore I muft 

go- 

' Yours of ;:be fifth, imports only that you are 
gone tQ Plangorfe, bidding me take care of my 
health, and ending /* your? fsntirely/' This 
l^ft phrafe is eafy to utter at this diftance ; but 
I fear, were we together, I fliould have you at 
the fame coy tricks. But if I am, by the bleff- 
ing of God, in as good health and as good plight 
as at prefent, when we meet, I muft banilh all 
thefe for ever. 

For ever yours. Rich. Steele, 

Since I writ the above, I am to thank you for 
the receipt of a third letter, dated the 5th, fropi 
Plangorfe. I have, before, faid that I cannot 
help going to the houfe npw, for Madam. Van- 
deput has another tenant. But you (hall do 
what you will, ftay or leave it, when yoy have 
feen it. Your?, R. S. 

O3 LETTER 
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LETTER CCCIX* To Lady St^bItI, 

Dear Prub, Hatnjptonrcourt, Sept. 14, #7^7. 

YOU hcartrom me fo often from this place, 
that I fear you thinli^ I am become, what 
you mortally hate, a Couttier. But, being 
obliged to defer my journey for fomc days, I 
have taken it in my head to fpetid that Httle vfit 
and humour, which they fav I have, rather vi 
the coMlpatiy of the greateft perfont in the workt 
(who> if they do me po other good, are cheaper 
converfation), than with fuch from whom I pan 
neither reap experience or any other vriuable 
thing, and by whom I daily impoverish myfelf* 
M^dani Vandeput has thoroughly nettled me^ 
but, as Ihp is of the fair fex, I fllall not illake 
anfwer to her ufage in wprd or deed, but go to 
town on Monday, and move from het houfe that 
week, and towards Scotland the week after, fq 
as to be at Edinburgh the beginning of Oftober. 
JBir Harry Houghton has again writ me word^ he^ 
will relieve me when I let him know my bufi- 
pcfs requires my return to London. Yours^ever, 

RiCHt ST9£L$f 



* . LETTER CCCX. To Ljfdy Steele. 

Dbar PfiUE, [Sept. 18, 1 7 17.] 

X7 OURS of the 13th of September teUs mc 
X yP^ ^^vc got the amufemeqt of the gout. 
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We muft, in all cafes^ look upM every thing in 
tke moft kopefv^ lights and not puc the worft 
upon aoci«knts« If women are inflated witK 
defirefo muck aa men, when they are gouty^ we 
ihall hate odd time of it^ and you wiU^ in your 
heart, at kaft be tradable to me. We ihaU bt 
ricby and we muft take the diftemper peculiar 
to that circumftance in good part. You fee I 
obey your orders^ and do not write peeviihly, 
chough I cannot but be out of humi||r ft lofing 
io delicious a morfel as your Ladylhip by fre^ 
quent incapacities, as you will be in if this dif^ 
cafe fhould frequently vlfit you. Gillmorc's 
projed^ is certain to fucceed, and I bear the pro* 
fent, fiom the profpeA of the future^ with an 
equal mind. I am. Madam, your Ladyihip's 
moft obliged huiband^ and moft obedient, hum-^ 
\>lc fervant^ Rich. St||;£i.p« 



LETTER CCCXr. To Lady Steele. 
My dear Prue, Sept. 20, I7i7# 

I HAVE yours pf th,e ifth| and am heartily 
troubled that we Ihare in a new calamity, to 
wit, having the fame diftemper -f. Pray take 
care of yourfelf, and you will find that we fliall 
be in great plenty before another year turns 
fpnixd. My dear Wife, preferve yourfelf for 
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him that finccrcly loves you, and to be an ex- 
ample to your little ones of religion and virtue. 
If it pleafes God to blefs us together with life 
and health, we will live a life of piety and chear* 
ful virtue. Your daughter Befs gives her duty 
to you, and fays ftie will be your Comfort, but 
Ihe is very forry you are afflided with the gout. 
The brats, my girls, ftand on each fide the table; 
and Molly fays^ that what I am writing now is 
about her^iew coat. Befs is with me till Ihe has 
new cloaths. Mifs Moll has taken upon her to 
hold the fand-^box, and is fo, impertinent in her 
office, that I cannot write more. But you are t6 
take this letter as from your three beft friends^ 
Bessj Moll, and Their Father. 

Eugene was very well this morning. 
- Moll bids me let you know that ihe fell down 
juft now, and did not hurt herfelf. 

Betty and Moll give their fervice to Sam and 
Myrtle. 



LETTER gCCXII. To Lady Steele. 

' Dear Prue, Sept. 24, 17 17* 

I AM ftill in the houfe at St. James's-ftreet, 
but Ihall leave it on Thurfday, if I can dif- 
patch the bufinefs I exped to dq to-morrow* I 
do hereby promife you never, rliredtly or indi- 
reftly, to have-any thing to do with the Court; 

* iot 
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for I am convmced there is nothiog to be d<me: 
with thofe poor creatures called great men^ but 
by an idolatry towards them, which it. is below; 
the fpirit of an honeft, free, or religious man, 
to pay. 

This^ I hope, you will take for good news, 
for it brings my thoughts and cares into a nar- 
rower compafs, and is what you have ever been 
perfuading me to. My own fludies at the the- 
atre, Gillmore, &c, will amply do any thing I 
can form to myfelf, without Hooping to fervili- 
ties. I have fome reafon to expeA that thd 
Royal Family itfelf would be glad to favour me,* 
l)ut there are many obftacles between poor me 
and them. 

Now, if I have health, which, by the bkfiing 
of God, increafes to a comfortable degree, this 
rcfolution of throwing away all pretenfions-from 
the Court may, perhaps, fortify me to be the 
riiore ufeful to my King and Country in Parlia- 
ment, and everywhere elfe. The children, God 
be thanked, are all well. Now let me anfwer to 
what you fay, that I have not expreffed any 
thing about a defire of our meeting again. 
There is nothing upon earth I wilh fo much, 
provided always that you will be what you 
ought to be to me, and not let me burn for what 
ought to be free to me, and that you will have 
the children in the houfe with us ; for I am come 
to take great delight in them* When I return 
* ^ from 
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6mi^ Scotlind, we will never port more« I am, 
with the fincerefl afibftfOD, youv obfequmis hitf* 
boMt^ and obe^ent fenrsinty Rich* Steb&e. 



LETTER CCCXIII. To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, [Sept. a8, 1717- J 

I HAVE your agreeable letter of the a^d 
inftant ; the firft time you ever fo much as 
alluded to any thing that way. My dear Wife, 
let us ftrive to improve and recommend our 
yeifons to each other. As for the lool. a quar* 
ter, I have fecured ir^ during this commiffion, 
from Chrtfimas next ; fen: 1 have agreed with a 
paymafler to let me have my falary ten days af- 
ter the qiuarter ihall become due; and have pro- 
vided that this will be having a quarter beforer 
band^ for I ihall be fupported in Scotland by 
what is already due^ and not what is growing 
due. When we once come to endeavour mu- 
tually to pleafe each other, we ihall fucceed, 
and be always in good-humour. The brats are 
all well^ and I am ever truly thine^ 

Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCCXcV. To Lady Steeli. 

Dear Prue, Sept. 30, i7I7*» 

I AM forry you have fpent ytnir time foas 
that you are at a lofs for credit enough to 
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brihg you^ frem a ^iaM> ^udiflifct. I hvm told 
ySt^ that I cftdMt pay a qoMter bdbrehiiml till 
Cbriftmas ; but, from that inflant, I think^ wcr 
lli&lt be m as miaoh ploity as any ^ily in Eng- 
l»id^ ^WuMf^^ is an ineftimable jewel ; he i« 
n^vr wkh hk facnily it N^tleton, withifi eight 
iriiles of the Bath, but has Ais po& fent mer n 
lettei", iiv which 1 find certain ]^roo# ^ the mosft 
jul'eful work in the world. 

The Commiffion in Scotland fiands fiill for 
want 6f me at Edinburgh. It isnteeflary there 
ihbuld be four there, and there are now but two ; 
three other's halt on the road^ and will not go 
ftttward till I have paifed by York. 

1 'have> therefore, taken places m the York 
c6a:ch fojr Monday liext. I Ihatt, f hope, be^ 
able to fend you word, the ppft before I leave 
the towA, that alt things ate teft in a comfortable 
way. I am, dear' Prue, yoUf moft obfcquious 
huib^d, and moft humble fervant, R. Steele* 



tSTTER CCeXV. Tti lady Steele. 

Dbak PkiJE, St. Jamcs's^ftrect^ Oft. 3, 1717. 

I HAVE yours. As to the incivilities and 
the like, I wift I had known they were to fo 
great a degree iboner, I would have come and 
i^fuad^d you t^ remove where yoo^ might have 

* Sec p, 20J. 

been 
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been miflrefs :. and it is a jeft for one, who has of 
their own, to be uneafy for want of changing 
place. 

. I fear I Ihall be detained here a day or two 
longer than I intended, for want of money ; but, 
in all things, I will go as near as I can to your 
4^mands. I ihall not have lool. to lay down 
till Chriilmas. Yours, ,Rich, Steele. 



LETTER CCCXVI. Tp l.^y Steele. 

^ Dear Prue, [Oft. 5, 1717*] 

YOURS of the 30th of September now lies 
before me. I have already told you, that 
I cannot pay down ibol. beforehand, for your 
houie an^i the like, till the 25th of December j 
from after which day 1 have agreed tp be paid 
punctually my falary as foon as due, that is, 
within ten days after it is due. I take you at 
your. word, to pocket none of it, but let it go to 
family ufes ; but you Ihall, if you pleafe, leave 
the houfe^rent out of it, for I will fpend on my 
children more than what is barely neceflary. 
You are a coquet in the expreffiqn of " fetting 
•* afide the agreeablcnefs of my perfon" — you 
well know no woman has a better. I wilh you 
would refolve to keep a difcreet, orderly woman, 
to take care of your children ; and why may not 
Mrs. Evans do for your bufinefs of providing 
the table and the like > 

I will 
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I will not go in the chaife ; but will^ accord- 
ing to your Ladylhip's 4idvice, go in the flage- 
coach. I obferve that you are ple^fed that I do 
not remove till you come to town: I am very 
glad it is agreeable to you*. I am very much 
troubled at your poftfcript ; but what has a wo^ 
man of your fpirit and fortune to do but to live 
io'^a houfe or lodgings where flie is miftrefs ? But 
I cannot^ at this diftance, underftand your rea^ 
fons ; when we meet, I hope thefe kind of ails 
will be at an end for ever« / 

As to money, I have at this hour 8431.. due 
to me, and find a very hard matter at any rate 
to fupply myfelf with cafli to leave the town, 
paying the coach, the houfe bills, new cloathing 
the children, and the like. It is known by thofe 
to whom I apply that I want it, and I fliall pay 
enough for it. But nothing is dearer than afk« 
ing a courtier any thing. There is no doubt of 
Gillmore*s * affair being a confiderable fortune, 
and the theatre feems to be in a very profperous 
way. I am, dear Prue, ever yours, R. Steele* 

• See notes on Letter CCLXXIX. p. 165 ; and Letter 
CCLXXXIV. p. 169. The author of " The Ode-maker'/' a 
banter oh Dean Smediey, printed in the " Supplement to Swift,'* 
thus glances contemptuoufly, though impotently, at Steele : 

** Or, left thy chiming vein fhould cool, 

« What if tky friend Sir Richard's Pool 

« Thou didft defcribe, in lines and feec 

*< For that queer nick-ntclc, pat and meet } 

** Inform the town, this freak being over, 

'< He would proceed, and foon difcover 

'< An art long doom'd to deep defpair, 

<< And build a ciftle In the air.'* 

I LETTER 
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LETTER CCCXVII. To Lady Steele. 
Di&AaPRVjef Oai.8, 1717. 

I HAVE been buftling atbout tbe lown aU 
day, and am come Iwme wlien the poft Itift 

Defpife tho£b who^fe jFoa ill, an4 value tbofe 
nrho love you; ;and yw will make happy youiCeUfj 
-gsod moft hnifiihk fetvaac, your fond hoiband* 



LETTER CCCXVin. To Lady Steelk. 
JDbajl PH.UJS, St. Jamcs's-ftrcct, Oft. 9, 1.71,7. 

YOURS of Oaober the 3d and 5th Jic be- 
jR)xe ,me ; moft part of them are about 
^things and perfons that Lcao only neglei^^ Sec, 
Tour journey is a matter of confequence,^ and .in 
^is poiture I will leave it« I will fend yw 
down a diceiftioii^ to be fent to London with a 
proper direflioa; and that order jhall command 
a coach and fix horfes^ with a difcreet woman in 
it, to bring you to town. This woman ftall 
wait upon Mrs. Keck, and have her approba- 
tion, and the whole fettled with her ; which k 
the readicft way I can think of to fdllow your 
commands and inclinations. I am. Madam, your 
mod afTedtionate hufband, and, Prue, your 
faithful feryant, JRiCH. Steele. 

♦ So the original. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCCXIX. To Lady St£ei.e, 

DfAR Paue, Oft. 15, 1717. 

YOUl&S of the lotb, concerning themai^ 
gagee's refufal of his moQey, t$ vary ii»h 
^zing. All that you have to do, is to take no- 
tice of the time when he refufed it, and you will 
from thence be liable to pay no further intereft» 
I ara giving extravagantly for money ; but my 
refolution is to be rid of blood-fuckers, though 
I lofe a gdod deal at their laft drai^ht from, 
dear Prue, your mod affcftionate hufband, and 
moft -humble fervant. Rich. Steele^ 



LETTER CX:CXX* To Laay Steele. 

DiAR PiLUE^ [Oft. 17, 1717.] 

I HAVE yours of the i^th^ and have in. 
dofed a letter to Mr. Thomas. I coutdnot 
write to hkn <lireftly, becaufe I did not kmi^ 
where his Trejendeg ftands. You had beft not 
deftroy the mortgage, becaufe it may be of ufe 
to hav^ it.in bdag, in defence againfl: any other 
fecurities, till we are both, wholly out of debt. 
But, if he^nflfts to have it deftroyed, do liot de- 
lay it, but conipiy with him, for I Ihall be a 
clear man htfatt New-year's day. Rut, ^befkies 
fuch coofiderariotis,' whilt it is undaftn)^^ it 

^inay. 
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may, by Mr. Thomas's affignment of it, at any 
time be fo much well fecured for the girls. Your 
leflbn, therefore is, take up the mortgage, but 
do not tear the inflrument ; but, rather than not 
take it up, tear the inftrument. Your moft ob- 
iequious hufband, and moft humble fervant. 

Rich. Steele* 



LETTER CCCXXL To xMrs. Stable. 

Dear Prue, Oft. 20, 1717. 

AFTER many refolutioxis and irrefolutions 
concerning my way of going, I go, God 
willing, to-morrow morning, by the Wakefield 
coach, on my way to York and Edinburgh. God 
\)f his infinite mercy preferve you, and grant us 
an happy meeting ! 

I am in too great a hurry, for I go on a fud- 

. den ; but the next ftage (haU bring you a long 

letter from your moft afife&ionate hufband^ and 

xQoft faithful humble fervant. High. Steele. 



LETTER CCCXXIL To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, . Stamford, Oft. 23, 17 17." 

I AM got thus far; and my journey, I think, 
does me as much good for the gout^ as rock- 
ing the fame way did you for the fpleen. 

I have. 
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• I have ever propofed to myfelf to move in as 
ufeful 9* fphere . to mankind as I was able, and 
have this 'journey. taken with me Mr. Majon, a 
French minifter (whom you have feen) in order 
to fpeak French readily at my return; fori find 
one cannot underffand what paffes without that 
language. He lies in the fame room with me 
on the road*, and the loquajcity which is ufuai 
at his age, and infeparable from bis nation, at 
once coutribates to my purpofe, and makes him 
very agreeable. It is my bufinefs, while I am 
abfent from you, to fill my leifure hours with as 
much innocent aniufement as I can. The. chil- 
dren are almoft always in my head at the iame 
time with yourfelf ; and I hope we Ihall, when 
God blcfles us, in a meeting, contrive to make 
them a pleafure as a care. I take very great 
careof myfelf in hopes of that happy hour, and 
am, your moft affeftionate, obfequious hufb^nd. 

Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCCXXin. To Lady Steele. 

Dear Prue, Edinburgh, Nov.'5, 1717. 

FIVE letters from you followed me to this 
place, -which I received all at once this 
day. One ot the 2 1 ft approves my letter . to 
Mr. John Thomas, and defires you may do 
what you Ihall think fit by fine, by way of re- 
:.. ^ P * * ferving 
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fertkig a rcfpcd from your children, and doing 
what you think fit with your eftate* in favour €ii 
fuch of your chikirm as fliall p\tkk you nioft» 
This is what I have often advifed you to do, 
and (hall never gatoiay. 

Another letter is without dato^ and has in it 
an inciofed note frooi your coufin Alexander. 
What is required therfe ihall come to you by the 
poft of Thurfday ne« from thb phce. A third 
fcrip» without date, feys, my *• letters iwrc fljort, 
«< and fo ihall yours," and concludes. Your 
fourth is in very pleafant humour, which you 
fay you can fupport, provided you do not warn 
tnoney, and you have befpoke goffips for your 
next child, &c. This is as it &ould be : keep 
up this fpirit, and live and reign; you ihalj want 
nothing on my part towards it. 

That which I think muft have been the laft 
you Writ Is of the 28th, and fpeaks of an aflu'* 
ranee or obligation that concerns my aunt Scur- 
lock. The poft here comes in and out the fame 
day ; and I have many other letters to write, fb 
muft take till Thurfday alfo for that. I am, 
dear Prue, ever yours. Rich. Steele. 

I duiU return to Lbndon the beginning of next 

week, and I know the Parliament will fepaxate 

for fome days after they meet, whtth time I 

' would take to come with a coach and fix horfes 

* It defcended to her ddcft daughter^ afterwards La^j Tre- 
vor. Sec p. 117. 

for 
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iTo Lady STEELE. «t 

for yott, aceompanied by Mrs. Pu^. If yoa like 
iAhf I think it would cloie your negotiatioiis 
with a good air, and drovrn all impertincDCt^ 
about U9. 



LETTER CCCXXIV. To Lady Steele* 
Dear Prue, Eiton in Scotland, Nov. ii, 1717. 

YOURS of October 31 came to my hand 
juft now between fix and feven the fecond 
morning, I fliould fay Monday the third morn- 
ing, going into the coach on my return to Lon- 
don. 1 hope, God willing, to be at London Sa- 
turday come fe'nnight. I will pay off the news 
when I come to town, and forbid it. I defire 
you would anfwer as to my propofal of coming 
down for you in a coach and fix with Mrs. 
Clark, which, I think, will' pin up your affairs 
with a good grace, and ihew your power over 
your mo(t obedient hufband. Rich. Steele. 



LETT£R CCCXXV. To Lady Steele, 

. Dear Prue, Friday, Nov. 15, 1717. 

Pearcc Bridge, in the County of Durham. 

I AM new at my inn in perfect good health, 
with my limbs much better than ufual, after 
(even days journey from Edinburgh towards 
London. You cannot imagine the civilities and 
hohours I had done me there, and never lay bet- 
ter, ate or drank better, or conver&d with men 
Pa of 
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*of bttterle^ite tlian tHere. I grow very forad of 

^^aiting ,up6n jfoU, anSd bringing .you from 

Walies^ vrljfigtt thte Houfe 1* .adjourned for. a. few 

days ; and, fince you hear travelling agtces.wiih 

me, I hope t (> rccii» e*ye4ir-.permifliQn to attend 

you.: It will.be a. ridiculous. tthii>g for me tpgo 

dorwn thithei? without you, agd, when you are 

jtbere^ ney^er, -come, near the. .place; and I am 

'firmly reiblyed to fee vour, territories the'^firft 

leifure davs from Parliament. Therefore 'jrou 

iiiuft cpnfider. whether you will, let me* bring yoii, 

or come alone, ihd go backward and^ forward 

with me ggain this winter : for, as for feaforis 

.and bad roads, I.defpife thofe confideratioris, 

when I have a view for the good of my family 

'or country. YouVs ever, Rich. Steele,. 

We Ihall,, God willing, beat York on Friday, 

.and London the Saturday following, 

LETTER dcC:jtX VI. To Lady Steele; ' 
Dear Pr'UX^ ^, ^' .., ■ [undated*.] 

YOURS lies before me, I mean fhat of.the 
1.4th. t will add. two hprXes to your 
equipage, I did not think of a ftrange woman, 
*J)Ut becaufe you named no one of your acquaint- 
.ance; I lil;e* Madam Clajk'.asweHas aay body, 
and am glad ftie.will go,\ for yj^ur children 

-r * This fliDuld liavc b^en |)lftccc! fpmcwjiat earlier. .Itis-i« 
anfwer to one from his wife,, dated the 14th either of September 

^or October* ^ 

*' ^ ^ ^ heartily- 
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le^rblyiw«titf>yefu.' ^am.glady^M ifef^lvetD live 
Y^ll pn-jthe. r&^> Asr. to the. qoldnefs^ on thiji 
fab^e^ I anfwer A-ery^^iK:erel|y, th^tyour Lady-j 
Ship's cpldneffi tp. n^f asta wpcnan.ancl jiwife ha^ 
Hiaij/s, me think i^vjje^ffl^ry.jto.^^ppuefs the ex-j 
prfiff^; of; ipy rjhear^t; toward^ -yoyr becaufe i^ 
could not end in the pleafures and.gajoyliients \ 
§tfgJltt9expe^'fron>it,rand.wJinc}i:yop obliged 
m^i tp wean, Qi.j^ifj from, till I Ha^ fo Rfiuclj me-, 
0t5y,.;&iC. anid.,ili^'9pw notwh^t imp^rtin^ncc^ 
(3pdbe'tha(Jc^0rJtlnSj'whimfey;has not beeOffatal 
to our Jove ! ;lj>Js\tp>pofixblp.^p4ejclin^ going jtp 
gqptl^nd for ten tboufand rq3iibnSy,as well as ref 
gard to : honour. and:. interjeft,j^..J^^ft>, dear ?i:ue, 
jSMcr yours, (. j5jo7(j >.i *: RicBv-Steble.., 
n I w{i5 going .l»t filofe my Jqttcr,.,whca ..petty 
an^ Moll defire their duty to you.^ j;, -• . . * 

GU cantlot imagine the^gc^yoor^ f>utrtic f 
into. How- cart you bcMie'fe 1 tan beai: 
•flife treatment* you tell? me you Y^ceive, 'as^^ being 
•Profited and'^Med fooj to your face,' by ^udt 
blockheads ? I could not outlive- frfdi pn injury 
dotie you, wefe4 prefent at it ; nor kftbw 1' how 
to fuffer it as it is, with allthe cxcules- which i 
make to keep myfelf in countenance from their 

' * This letter alfo is fomewhat out of place. ,It probably wgs 
writtph a day or two before Letter CCCXVII. p 206. 

P 3 ftupidity 
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'fiupidity and brutality. If I hid pctttence, I 
Aould debate wtth you on this (ubjed, and zik, 
how«it is poffible a woman of your fenfe could 
poffibly fall into a difpute with fuch ideots wd 
lavages ? But my heart is tbo much rtifed to 
chaftife them, to enter into foch cool expoftula* 
tions With you. 

Take It for granted, it is impoffible to be 
eafy but with mere corrcfpondents and kind fer- 
yants. You never will be with relations, who are 
often apt to think your being in the world air 
injury. For the remainder of our days, let us 
have an entire confidence in each other, with a 
mutual complacency and defire to pleafe each 
other I and 1 ihall be a protedion to you, and 
you a comfort to me agatnft all th^t can happen 
from without. 

Mrs. Evans is not to beexpe&ed down ; and 
when I propo&d to Mrs. Clark what you bid 
ine, Ihe did not receive it as ihe ought, I 
'« thought ; but made fcryples, and feemed to be 
forming a merit in cafe Ike fhould comply, 
which fliewed ihe would have (hynciTes and airs 
that would have made you cooftantly uoetffy* 
Pluck up a reiblute calm fpirit, and do not doubt 
but there are people enough to be had fit for your 
.purpofe, without courtmg any of your prefent 
acquaintance. I will confult Mrs. Keck on this 
' fybjcd: of a maid fit for you, and proper to go 
^owji tp you^ of which you ihall have an account 

*n?3ft 
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To Lady STEELE. ail 

neitpoft. Youbid me take care of my health; 
pray do you (Mreferve yourielf to your litde 
ones, who are perfedly well, and your buiband^ 
who cannot be well except you ar^ fa 

I loYc you with all my foul, poor dear Prue, 
and am for ever yours. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCCXXVUL To Lady Steeib. 

Dear Prue, Wcdnefday Night, D^. 4, 17x7. 

YOURS of Sunday was very late notice of 
your arrivaL WiUmot went to meet you 
that very day ; but, left you ihould efdipe him, 
I fend Mr. Evans to meet you on the day you 
hope to come. I write this after being in the 
Houfc of Commons from one at noon to twelve 
at night, where KingGeorg^e begins to have 
true and real honeft power. 

You come in fmiles, and I will facrifice all to 
your good-humour. Obediently yours. 

Rich. Steele. ' 
I am glad to find journeying agrees with you 
as well as me. 1 hope we ihaii never part more. 

Tfawfday Morn. 

I went to bed laft sight after taking only a 

little broth ; and all the day before a little tern 

and bread-and-butter, with two glafles of mum 

and a piece of bread at the ti&ak of Commons. 

P 4 Temperance 
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; Temperance and your company, 4s agre*tSt)le' 
as you can make it, will make liifeitol[crftI>le, if 
not'eafy, even With the g6ut/ Qod give'us an 
happy meeting; * Yours faithfully, tenderly, &c* 

LETTER CCCXXIX. To Eady Steele. 

' ' . ' , - > J /! *"» I . ^ 

Dear Prue, 'Monday morn, June 23, 1718. 

I-SENP this 'melftnger to tplL^^ou that I 
fhallnot be.with you till eight olcjock to- 
fflorrpw mprningt - At that hour, God willing, 
Xlhall, rea'ch Hampton-court, and haft^n (^9 foon 
^ I have takcQ, up you and the ref^ of. my de^ar 
cargo) to London, jvhere it is neceflary I fhould 
br in the ^orei^opn. \ am, dear Prue, your moft 
§fl[^(9:ipnate, mpft o%4ient hufband and fervant, 

. , l\ic^» Steele.:; 
j^-I wasfo pleafed wifh:Jiiy/o;i fi:om his lodging 
So Hamptpn, that 1 ftiall, pleafe Gpd, take hini 
w^lfi.,me to Gotland, 



* -• • 
.1 



\ 



LETTER. 

d by Google 



LE^^fe'k cbcXXX; To Mrs. Eli?! SxikLE *Z 

ON E * mattrejypf moment-pr. other has4e»j 
t;^mQd nip all thr$ day'-, nor ,'c^n. I fee y9]i^ 
tonight. I thank you fpr yf^ur^ purfe,; and^^ if 
you and 1 live .t.^^hi^, day twclvempnt^ jqu are 
to afk me for it again full of gold. God blefs 
. you. Remember Ttte^erMollyr Be obfervant 
of the good guardian God. has raifedJo.r.you, , - 

'KiCH. STteele. 

tETT:E9. qCCJX3gil; Tp ^fs,;ELi{s:7aa'5B^Lw: 
TDear' BEtTir,'(ni; uvtr • •« i •* • i .',•.' i ^; 

IiF;you have^idetter^Jrdtn MrsrKecktd m^ 
pray, fend ^honife/by the bearer^ fealed up{ 
You rnay remember' you ^fent'raeMi>etdpen. bji 
him. - He. is d very f^itfcful icrYant^ but Iw 
might have been otherwife for aughJiyouiSDCw; 
V , not to fay that it is alfo refpeft to me to have a 
letter from you when 1 tend you one. 
•'' Giv<?my moft huthhle ferV.i'ce" t^b^MfsHSiid^ 
when you fee her, and beg her favour to vifit 
ybu. You are at your new''lodg^ngs^;'afAi al- 

^ Aftenvards Lady Trevor. See p. 2ik-^La;dySf eeIe 
appears to have been dead before this ietterVas wrirte'ri. Jn 
her grave-ftone in Weftiiiin(l«r-abbcy there is. the foilqw^^^ij- 
icription : " Dame Mary Steele, wife of Sir Richard Steele, 
!* knight, daughter and ible heirefs of Jonathan Scurlock, ipfq. 
!*of the county of Carmarthen, died Dec.'26^ i/^S, aged 4^ 
^ " years j leaving iffue one fon and two daughters, Eugene, Eli- 
" zabeth, and Mary." / 

• . , ' ' 'way^ 

I 
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wsys preferve tbe bigkeft rcfpcft to her for be«* 
ibg willing to receive you* 

But it is impoffible forme to be eafy without 
Ibebg you every moment I have leifure. I an^^ 
moft affedionately, yourfather^ Rich. Steele* 

My fervice to Molly. 

I had bufinefs kept me at home all day. 



LETTER CCXXXXII. To Dear Betty Steele. 

Dear Child, May 21, 1719* 

I HAVE your pretty letter, and have fept to 
know whether I can have any tickets* or not^ 
or whether there will be room; but have not 
y«t an anfwer. Be grateful^ obedk&t^ and re* 
ipedkful to Mrs. Keck; and you willobl^ your 
ntoft alfedionate father, Rich. Steele. 

Service to Molly. 



I-ETTER CXJCXXXIIL To Mrs. Elw, Steele. 

My peae Child, Aug. ai, 1719* 

I HAVE your letter, and am very much 
pleafed with the improvement of your hand, 
i eameftly deiire you to be careful of obeying 

* This poilil^y might be to a fpltfndid ball which was giTcn 
to the young Princelfcs, in the Grcenhoufe at Ketifington Gar- 
dens, on the King's birth-day. May 28, the day on which their 
bpyAo^<l*cftabliihnient was firft formed. 

r whatever 
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whatever your good guardian* and kind miftrefsf 
dtrc£l. I have'been taken up with caret, whipb^ 
I hope, will make my children eafy after wb. I 
pray for you and your fiiler» and am yow af« 
fe di o nate father, Ri ch. Sts e^e* 



LETTER CCCXXXIV. To Mn. Elizabeth 
St££L£, at Mrs. Nazereau's at CheUfKU • 

Mr DEAR Child^ Edinburgh^ Sept, 17, 1720. 

I KEEP your letters fafely tied together, b 
order to obferve your improvement, which 
I take notice of with great pleafure, Mrs. Mary^s 
mark }s no lefs a fatisfadtion to me^ becaufe it 
denotes that ihe is well, and Ihews heir endea* 
vours to converfe with me. But I hope you will 
now begin to make her fign the firft ktters of her 
name. Bc-pleafed to write every other letter i^ 
Englifli. To make this eafy, I will be contented 
that what is written in your mother tongu* one 
poft, may be in French the next. 

Be very dutiful and obedient to Mrs. Keck^ 
^nd believe me to be the moft affeflionate of fa- 
rthers. Rich, Steelb% 

Remember mc to Molly, 

* Mrs. Keck. 
'' t Mrs. Natcrcavu 5«e n^xt Letter.. 

I.ETTER 

I 
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*^MV VfeAR' Chili), ' 'Edinburgh, Oft. 7/ I j'ab.* 
"¥ iikytjouvfoi'tik' ^dflitof'Ae iafl'toontfri 
J^; and, fr6m your diligence and'^tfiproverncAt; 
conceive hopes of you r, being as e xcellent a per- 
fon as your mother : you have great opportuni- 
ties of beJomrrig fiibh a6n©y-byVi)BfeiW[ngithe 
maxims anti fentiments of'iier'bofbtn *frien^, 
^^s, Kc-C^v who has concjefccnded to take upon 
her the care of you and* your lifter, for which 
ypii are always to pay. her the fame refp^ft'aslf 
JKe' were your mother. ' \ y". 

l.have obferved that 3^oiir lifter has, for \hk 
lirft time, written the //2/V/j/6r"firft'let.tersof^ii9r 
pame. Tell her I am highly delighted to M 
iier fublcription in fuch fair letters^^and hov/ 
rnany fine things thofe two letters ftahd fc5r vrhen 
ihe writes them. . AT. S. is nii/k ^nd/ugar^ mirth 
^y^^Jafety^ mujick 4nd Jongs ^ meat aod 'faucey^t^ 
well as Molly and Spot^ and Mary .and Steele."^'' 
. Yjou fee I take pleafure in converfing with 
joi]^ by prattling any thing to divert you. I 
hope we fliall next' month have an happy meet- 
ing, "when I will entertain you with fomething 
that may be as good for the father as the chil- 
dren, and confequently pleafe us. Iam,.!\Ja- 
dam, your affedtionate father, ^nd.mpft humble 
fervant. Rich. Steele. 

:'i 'i :' I i:.ETTER 
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' : ... J ,.;'•. • . .'.;.» 

LETTER tCCXXXVI. To Mrs. Enz. Steiks^ 

Dear Child, Mar^h 29, 1721, 

I HAVE received yours, and beg your par- 
don that I did iibt, as I defigned, -vifit yoA 
with your brother ; but he was fo dirty th^t I 
was aftiamed to bring him to your fchool. .1 
befeech you" to continue, in the good and dih*geftt 
way you are in, and you will be an unfpeakable 
•delight and fatisfadion tp. Madam, your moA 
aftedionate father, and moll obedient hunible 
fervant, ^ Rich. Stj^ele/ 



.LETTER CGCXXXViI. To Mrs. Etiz. Steej.4. 

.... ,1 , . . . / 

Dear Sist:er, 

TH AT I hiay be as good as my word, that 
is, to Tend each of you a pound of tea ^7 

/piece; orie is bohea, the other is green, fo that 
you may pleafe yourfdves ; but I truft to your 

.gepqrolity what you will beftow on a poor cori^- 

' mon fchool-boy ; and, as you are ladies of gooid 
learning, and of good underftariding and inge- 
nuity, I can but humble myfelf in the Higheft 

» degree to ferve you. My coufin Scurlock gives 
his tendereft love and affeftion to you, and joins 
in rcfpedt to Mrs. Keck, with, Madam, your 

; :. . . : ; poft 
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moft loving brother^ and bumble fervant to 
command^ Xogeiie Steele^. 

jMy love to M^s. M. S. 



tEttER CCCXXXVIII. To Mrs. Elx». SxEELt. 

My dear Child, April 5, 1721. 

ItlAVE received y6ur letter by the penny- 
pod, and read it with great pleafure and 
comfort, though I was then a little difcompofed. 
I have to-day had a tooth drawn, and am dif- 
ordered alfo with a cold ; but, as foon as I go 
out, I will not fail to vifit Mrs. Keck, and my 
dear little ones. 

Service to MJfs Molly; but tell her I am 
ibrry ihe has forgot the charms I find in M* S. 
Your affectionate father. Rich. St££Lb. 

* Eugese Stcde had the honour to have Prince Eugene of 
Savoy for bit god*father and furety at the font. He was fome 
' years undir the care of Mr. Solomon Lowe^ of Blythc«1iouicy 
If ammer fmithf who gare him the chara£ler of a ffiiHghtly lad» 
tyf &oe parts. He was afterwardi a hopeful fcholar at that nobk. 
foundation where his father was educated, the Charter-houie. 
I^ot long after he was taken home to Sir Richatd's hou(e ia 
York-liuildings, being indulged (as his genius lay that way) 
ill ading plays in the great room there, called the Cemfo* 
rinMf his conilicution is faid to baVe been hurt by frequent 
colds. He appears alfo to have been ^rievoufly tormented with 
<he (lone, and was cut for that terrible diforder by the Camoyt 
Chefeldca. See p. as4. 
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LETTER CCCXXXnC. To Mn. fltrt. SrtBtlu 

My dear Daughtesl, April 5^ lyau 

I THANK you for your kiodnefs^ which 
makes you attempt to draw your fatherV 
pidure ; but I hope, and am confident, you arc 
ilill better employed in imitating the life of your 
exoellrat mother. Her friend is the beft ex* 
ample and help you can have in purfuing that 
amiable and worthy pattern. I am this morft* 
ing much better, and purpofe, God willing, to 
go and bring home your brother ; but I ihail 
not adventure to introduce him to fuch fine la* 
dies as his fifters are till xhe has got his new 
cloatbs. lam, dear child, moft afieAionateljf 
yours. Rich. Sts&uu 

My thanks and ferviee to M. S. 



LETTER CCCXL. 'X.o Mrs. Ei^w. SrttLti 

My. DEAR Betty, April t2t ^^^U 

WRITE this carefully over again with the 
amendment of a large'letter banning 
every line, as like wife the j^ps as pointed ta 
you ; and fend both this, and what yoU writt 
again, to, Madam, your moft aiSe&ionate £»>< 
ther, and moft humble fervant. Rick. STSUtt« 

LETTER 
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LETTER GCCXLI.- To^Ux^rEti^ Steeie..- 
My DEAR Child, April 14, 1721. 

If M AVE received yoiirs^of ^tWs day, wirfi the 
.Corr^ft^d copy', in which there are fttH^fonle 
fa:ults, and which* I will fhew -you when I ile 
you. In the metih time, as I take pleafurc in 
mftrufting you from the diligence I fee in you^ 
I i;emark to you, that you are apt to add'flou- 
tilhres td yotiir 'writing. ' To this you muft by 
ho means accu'ftom youffelf ; but remember that 
fciafinriefs and fimplicity are the^chief beauties in ^ 
Ml works* and performances whatfoever. Be 
'pheafed to forbear adding at the end of a verfe a 
line as thus ■ ' • ■.-' You have done fo to every 
Irrie of this laft copy. In the main, you have 
done k- very well, . and to the fatisfadtion- of^ 
Madam, your moft affeftionate father, and moft 
humble fervaiit> , ,, Rich. Steele. 



L!£TT. CCCXUI. To Mrs. Elizabeth Steele. 
r' ..' J <.. V. * Molly StejiLe. ' 

' "Mv DEAR Girls, Feb.ii, 1721-22. 

YOUR brother is-, juft now, at eafe, after 
gr^at torment of the gravel or ftone *. I 
'Jdve* fou all fo tenderly that my tears are ready 
•idfldw when I tell you thatl am, deareft crea- 
ttures, your moft affediohate father, and moft 
humble fervant, Rich. Steele. 

# .. .' * See p. 222. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CX:CXLin. To Mrs. Eliz. Steele. 

My dear Child, March 31, i72a# 

I BEG your patdoh that I iiiade Mrs. Keek's 
fervant flay fo long ; it was occafioned by a 
crowd of people importunate to fpeak with rhe 
on my coining to town*. I fend you fuch tick- 
ets-f- as I can by our prefent rules; andam> with 
joy in yourliopeful behaviour and toward fpi- 
tit. Madam, your moft affedtionate father, and 
moft humble fervant. Rich; SxEtLBb 

Give my moft humble fervice to ydur good 
and honoured guardian. 



LEtTER CdCXLlV. To Mrs. ElIz. Steele. 

Dear Child, May 24, 1^23. 

I SEND the franks for Mrs. Bullock> to 
whom I defire you to write with grjeat gra- 
titude and refpeft, always riemembcring the great 
obligation you have to her for fo tender an edu- 
cation* I am, dear Betty, your moft affedlionatc 
father, and moft humble fervant, . R. Steele. 

* He was juft thca elc6led into parliament for Wendover. 

f Either for the theatre at Drury-lane, or for fortie concert 
in York-buildings. In the latter bufinefs Steele was principally 
concerned^ by wliich he did not better his circumfUnces. 
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LETTER CCCXLV. To Mrs. Elit^. Steele. 

My dear Child, July 15, xy^S^ 

I HAVE received a letter from you, but 
without a date; which, my dear, was a great 
omiffion. I ought not to find faults in fo kind 
and fo affeftionate an epiftle; but exadtnefs is 
an excellent quality, which every one may be 
miftrefs of, and therefore I would not have you 
want it. I am much better than I was, and at- 
tribute my recovery to the prayers of my dear 
children. I have taken a great deal of pains to 
ferve the world, and hope God will allow me 
fome time to ferve my own family. My good 
girl, employ yourfelf always in fomc good work, 
that you may be as good a woman as your mo* 
ther. Pray remember me to dear little Molly; 
and know me for. Madam, your afFe<Slionate fa- 
ther, and humble fcrvant. Rich. Steele, 



LETTER CCCXLVL To Mrs. Eliz. Steele. 

My dear Child, 0£k. i, 1723. 

THIS confeffes to my dear children,' that I 
came to this place three weeks ago with a 
very heavy heart} but I hope I am now better, 
^ and defire Betty to write to me, and let me know 
what ihe hears from Mrs. BuHock, and the like 
accounts, for my foul is wrapped up in your 

welfare; 
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welfare; and I am, dear children, your moftafr 
fe£lionate father, and mbft humble fervant, 

Rich. Steele. 
Dired: '' To Sir Richard Steele, Member of 
" Parliament, at Bath.*' 



LETTER CCCXLVII. To Mrs. Elxz. Steele. 

Dear Betty, Bath, Nov. 2, ij^S* 

I HAVE your letter of the 30th from Mrs. 
Snow. 1 writ to Mrs. Nazereau in great 
concern, not hearing from you, and defired her 
to chide you very feverely, if you were in health, 
for omitting to write to me in the diftrefs you 
niuft needs think I was in when I heard nothing 
of you : your mourning^ was no manner of ex* 
cufe ; for you might have found time to write to 
your father, whatever other bufinefs you had. I 
defire you would give my moft humble fervice 
to Mrs. Snow 5 I know not how to behave my- 
felf under the obligation of your being fuch a 
trouble as you muft needs be at her houfe. Let 
me know as foon as Mrs. Bullock comes to town. 
My fervice to Molly. I am, dear Betty, your 
affectionate father, and moft humble fervant. 

Rich. Stes^e.* 

* Oa what occaiion does not appear. 
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LETTER CCCXLVIIL To Mrs- Eliz. Steele. 
My dear Child, Nov. 20, 1723. 

IACKOWLEDGE the receipt of your kind 
letters, and defire you to write to me once 
every week, which will be a great comfort to 
me, and, I hope, haften my recovery and our 
meeting. * I am, dear child, your affe&ionate 
father, and mod humble fervant. Rich, Steele. 
Love to Molly. 



LETTER CCCXLIX. To Mrs. Eliz. Steele. 
My dear Child, Nov. 22, 1723. 

I HAVE your letter with the news of Eu- 
gene's death*, and your reflexions thereupon. 
Do you and your lifter ftay at home, and do not 
go to the funeral. Lord grant me patience ! 
Pray write to me conftaritly. Your affedtionate 
father, and obedient fervant, Rich. Steele. 
Why do not you mention Molly ? Is Ihe 
dead too > 



LETTER CCCL. ' To Mrs. Eliz. Steele. 
My dear Child, Bath, Dec. 14, 1723. 

YOU muft pardon me if I write to you by 
a fervant's hand, becaufe I have a great 

' * See Letter CCCXXXVII-p. iti. 
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deal of bufinefs to do to night, and therefore 
cannot, under my prefent infirmity, do it, in my 
own hand. I know nothing of the gentlewoman 
with whom you are left, but depend very much 
upon Mrs. Bullock's conduct and judgement. 
You fay the gentlewoman who is your governefs 
is a very well-bred woman. If (he proves fo to 
sne, t,lhall honour her. as my fitter, for the juf- 
tice and kindnefs Ihe fliews to you. 'Pray ihe;^ 
her this letter, and tell her fo. You fay flie never 
was abroad in any dependent way before. Pray 
defire her to write to me, to let me know what 
terms fhe is upon, that I may proceed accord- 
ingly for her fervice. I am, my dear child, 
moil tenderly affe&ed with the kind and pru- 
dent expreffions in your letter; but cannot 
fpeak my mind to you till I fee you, which, I 
hope, will be about the time the Parliament 
meets. I am, dear Betty, your moft aflfeaionate 
father, and moft hnmble fervant. Rich. Steele. 
Give my love to your fitter Molly, and fervice 
to Mr. Snow and Mrs. Snow. 



LETTER CCCLI. To Mrs. Eliz. Steele. 

My deareft dear Child, Bath, Dec. 21, 1723. 

I HAVE yours of the 19th, for which I 
thank you ; am preparing to come to town. 
God grant a happy meeting between you and 

9^3 your 
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your moft affedlionate father, and moft humble 
fervant. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCCLIL To Mrs. Etiz. Steele. 

Dear Betty, ' Jan. 8, 1723-24. 

THIS is to let you and your fitter know I am 
in good healthy and, dear creature, your 
•affedionate father, and moft humble fervanr. 

Rich. Steele. 
My fervice to Mrs. Baker. 



LETTER CCCLIII. To Mrs. Eliz. Steele. 

My dear little Girl, -April 5, 1724. 

PRAY fend me word when Mrs. Evans and 
you begin your journey, and let her know 
ihe fliall be well received here by all us country 
people. God fend us an happy meeting ! Dear 
child, your affedionatc father, and humble f^v^ 
vant. Rich, Steele. 

Give my fervice to the good 'old man, and td 
his fon, and his fons, and his couiin Betty. 
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XETTER CCCLIV. To Mrs. Etiz. Steele. 

Dear Betty, April 8, 1724. 

I DESIRE you to be carefully dreffed to-day 
in your black, in order to receive a vifitant 
in honour of your brother : let your lifter be 
in her white; and be both as chearfuUy'fuited as 
you can be. I Ihall call upon you foon after 
dinner, and am your friend upon all occafions. 
Dear Betty, your obedient, faithful father. 

Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCCLV. To Mrs. Enz. Steele. 

Dear Betty, June 25, 1724. 

I WAS much troubled to find you were fent 
to my lodgings with your keys. I hope you 
will find every thing right there. But, be exad: 
in all your affairs hereafter, and we Ihall meet 
with fewer difappointmepts than we have hi- 
therto met with, I am, your aiSedionate fa- 
theri Rich. Steele. 
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LETTER CCCLVI. Mr. Morgan to Sit 
Richard Steele. 

Honoured Sir, Dec. 6, 1724. 

I CAME on purpofe, on Friday evening, tq 
wait on you, in order to return you thanks 
for all faTOurs, but particularly for tlie honour 
you were pleafed to do me in fignifying your 
and pretty Mrs. Steele's thoughts, in relation to 
her unfortunate, though fincere humble fervant; 
but it feems my vifit was unfeafonable ; ancj, 
fince that time, I have not been very ^v'ell, fo 
hope you will pardon me for not making my ac- 
knowledgements earlier. Mr. Prichard was very 
juft in delivering me your meflages; but the 
laft at once awed me into filence, otherwife I 
fliould not have been under the fame roof with- 
out paying my refpe£ts to ypu; but wheij 
I found my company was rather an offencq 
than otherwife, I chofe to withdraw. It is 
with the utmoft concern that 1 obferve the 
young lady is pleafed to conceive a particular 
prejudice to me. However, notwithftanding all 
that, I muft beg leave to afTure you that I IhaU 
always have the utmoft veneration for worthy 
Sir Richard Steele, and Kis fair, but cruel, daugh- 
ter, though with a difinterefted view ; and I fin- 
cerely wifli her all the happinefs imaginable in 
her choice j for fince the lady, as I apprehend. 



IS 
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$8 pleafed to command my ;filence, I muft acqui* 
cfce undeiltte fevere fentence, and fliall endea* 
■ your to avoid giving either of you any' offence ; 
but, on the contrary, if ever it lies in my way 
to be ferviceable to you or yours, none Ihali be 
readier to obey your co^^nands than, good Sir, 
your moft obliged, and moll obedient humble 
iervant, Ed. Morgan. 

My humble fervice attends good Mrs. Steele^ 



LETTER CCCLVII. Sir Richard Steele tp 
Mr. Morgan *. 

Sir, Dec. 7, 1724. 

I HAD the other day the honour of a mef- 
fage from you by Mr. Prichard^ with an ac- 
jcount that you had the greateft refpeft and love 
for my daughter, and a requeft of my permiffion 
to make your addrefs to her. I told Mr. Pri- 
chard, that " he who was to have her, muft win 
f * Jier and wear her ; that (he was a girl of good 
•« fcnfe, and I fliould take that with her in 
f« whomfoever pretended to her ;*' but, upon 
fpeaking of the fame fubjedt that evening, and 
mentioning your civility for her, to her, flie told 

♦ From a paper in the hand-writing of Lady Trevor, intituled, 
*' Ah exa6k copy of a letter my father wrote to Mr. Edward 
*« Morgan, in anfwer to a meflage he fcnt l^im by Mr.Prichard, 
M Decembt:^ the 6th, 1724." 

'mc 
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Yne with a great deal of calmnefs and eafe, that 
** Ihe was very young, and very well contented 
" to wait her time and choice under my care j** 
and begged of me to let you know, that nothing 
could do her a greater offence than fuch an ap- 
plication. I told Mr. Prichard this the fame 
evening ; but I cannot forbid it with more ear- 
neftnefs than I do now, and defire you would 
^ivc my fervice to your father, to whom I am, 
as well as to f^ou, Sir, your moft obedient, hum- 
ble fervant. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCCLVIIL Mr. Morgan to Sir 
Richard Steele. 

Honoured Sir, Dec. 19, 1724.. 

I AM fo much at a lofs for a fufScient apo- 
logy for my importunity on this occafion, 
that I fubmit myfelf entirely to your clemency, 
which, by all accounts, has hitherto been very 
cxtenfive, but particularly fo in favour of the 
diftreffed; which, fince it is my misfortune to 
be one of that body at prefent, I hope to meet 
with your indulgence, if not compaffion. 

Self- prefer vation is what is natural to moft; 
and, with that view, I flatter myfelf, you will 
pardon me, if 1 once more beg a favourable 
thought from you, and, if poffible, from the 
young lady your daughter; for her moft irre- 

fiftiblc 
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iiftible charms have, in my own defence, obliged 
me to be thus troublefome. Give me leave 
then, dear Sir, to tell you, that I find it is im- 
poffible for me to avoid having the utmoft love 
and refpeft for pretty Mrs. Steele, though, in 
ptfrfaance to her fevere decree, which I hope is 
not yet final, 1 have made it my ftudy to aft as 
agreeably thereto as poffibly,! could; for, ra- 
ther than give her the leaft uneafinefs, I would 
torture myfelf firft. I do not doubt but my fa- 
ther's circumftances and mine have been ren- 
dered to you in a worfe light than what, pro- 
bably, upon a due enquiry, they may appear to 
be. I beg leave to aflTure you, that my defigns* 
are grounded upon a foot of honour ; and then, 
I hope, you will imagine thofe affairs muft have 
come xp light. However, it is an ufual thing to 
meet with back-friends upon thefe occafions; 
but probably I may find them out at long-run. 
Were it poffible the lady could conquer all 
objedtions to my perfon, I believe I ihould be 
able to convince you that my fortune is not de- 
fpicable ; yet I muft own it is a trifle when in 
competition with fo much perfonal merit, which 
to me outbalances fortune, any more than vfhaX 
may be abfolutely neceffary to render the affairs 
of this world as happy as may be : but, were I 
matter of ever fo great a fortune^ I fliould pever 
. think it fo well beftowed as upon your daughter. 
I heartily aik pardon for trefpafEng fo long upon 

your 
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your patience ; fo Ihall only beg that my moft 
fincere hunable fervice may be acceptable to the 
young lady, and that you would believe that I 
an^, with the utmoft refpeft. Sir, your moft 
pblig^d and obedient humble ferv^a^ 

Ep, MORGAK. 



JLETTJp^ CCCLIX. Sir Richard Steele to 
Mr,. Morgan *. 

Sir, Dec. 20, 1724. 

I HAVE the favour of yours of the 19th in- 
flant, about the fame matter 1:0 which I 
thought I had fully anfwered before. Speaking 
of " back-friends'* is unneceflary, for indeed 
nobody can have any power with me but what 
Ihould be neceffary for affairs of that kind con- 
cerning which I am talking , therefore nobody 
could poffibly lay any exceptions concerning 
you^ or your family. But there was no difpute 
raifcd about that matter in the leaft ; the young 
woman did not enter into any enquiry concern- 
ing your ciroumftances, neither does (he yet, 
ThereforiS I earneftly defire you will lay afide all 
thoii^hts of this kind ; for the child is young 
and difcreet, and utterly declares againft admit- 

* From a paper in the hand-writing of Lady Trevor, intituled, 
*•* An exa6t copy of- an anfwer my father wrote to a letter of 
•• Mr. Morgan's, December the 20th, 17*4." 
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ting your courtfhip, which I defire you would 
pleafe to forbear, and you will wry much - 
oblige. Sir, your moft obedient, humble fervant, 

RiCH* St££L& 



LETTER CCCLX. To Mrs. Molly Steele* 
Dear Molly, Feb. 6, 1724-25. 

MY Coufin' Scurlock fends me word, you 
are mighty uneafy for doming hither. 
My dear child, you flayed at your own requeft, 
and I am heartily glad that you think of coming 
to me, where you Ihall enjoy all the happinefs 
that you can. I am glad alfo to hear my Coufia* 
thinks of coming with you when the coach 
comes to Hereford * in better time. She (hall 

* " In 1725," fays Mr. Viaor, <* Sir Richard Steele !e'** 
*' London. He retired to the city of Hereford, and was lodged 
" and boarded there at the houfe of a mercer, who was his 
«* agent, and receiver of the rents of an encumbered eftate of fir 
** hundred pounds a year, which Sir Richard obtained by his 
*< late wife :— ^at his death it devolved to his two daughters, who 
'* were both well married. I was. told he retained his chcarful 
** fweetnefs of temper to the laft ; and would often be carried out 
** in a fummer's evening, where the country lads and laffes were 
*^ aifembled at their rural fports, — and, with his pencil, gave aa 
** order on his agent, the mercer, for a new gown to the bcft 
** dancer. In the year 1727, when I was a lei}^-hunter ^ and 
** making an intereft with the firft miniilcr, that good old man 
** hearing of it, inclofcd me an open letter to Sir Robert VVaU 
** pole, that, I remember, began thus : If the recommendation of 
" ibe moft obliged man can he of any Jerijice to the bearer — Sir Ro- 
•* bert received it with his ufual politeja^fs.'* See VlCTOR% 
** Dramatic Pieces, Poems, and Original Letters," vol. L 
p. 330, Svo. 1776. 

z have 
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have all the welcome this place will afford her^ 
which ]iou may tell her from your affedtibnatc 
father. Rich. Steele* 



LETTER CCCLXI *. To Mrs. Eliz. Steelet. 

My dearest Child, March 3, 1725-26. 

YOU were indifcreet to fend Sandy here 
yefterday night, for he is. a gentleman I 
have fome reafon to know very well. 

Give my mod humble fervice to Mrs. Scur- 
lock, and to Mrs. Be vans. There is no need of 
bidding you be civil to all you fee kind to me. 
I am, dear girl, your dutiful and companionate 
father. Rich. Steele. 



LETTER CCCLXIL To Mrs. Mary Steele. 

My dear, dear Molly, July 22, 1728. 

I WRITE to you becaufe Mr. Duke is going 
to Briftol. 1 defire you would give my fer- 
vice to Dr. Lane ; and remember, dear Molly, 
your ever loving and affectionate father. 

Rich. STEELE-f. 
We 

* There is no dircdlion to this letter ; but at the bottom of it 
is written Mr, Plaxton j and it is indorfcd, by Lady Trevor, 
«* My Father's.'* 

t '* On Monday the firft inftant, at about ten at night, died 
" at Carmarthca, in South Wales, Sir Richard Steele, knight, 

*« well 
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We arc here in great joy becaufe my marc 
has brought a foal, a male one^ afteif' eleven 
months time. 



LETTER CCCLXIII ♦. Mr. Meyricke to Mlft 

St££L£, 

Madam, Pembrokeftiirc. 

I HAVE lately heard a very excellent cha- 
rafter of the honefty of John Trelogan; 
and, as I know how to eileem every recommen- 
dation of yours, I therefore employ him in a 
cafe of the higheft importance to myfelf, the 
carriage of a hundred weight of love, right good 
as any in England, at your fervice. Do not let 
"your generous temper be in pain to njake any 
return ; I mufl alk none. Allow me leave to 

*» well known by his many eminent writings. He formerly 
'' ferved in parliament for the boroughs of Stockbridge, Bo« 
«* roughbridgc, ^nd Wendovcr, and palTed through feveral emi- 
<< nent (Utions, *vi%, a Commiliioner of the Forfeited Eftates, 
." Matter of the Theatre-royal in Drury-lane, &c. He married 
** the only child and heirefs of John [Jonathan] Scurlock, of the 
•* town of Carmarthen, efq. by whom he had iffue two daugh* 
** tcrs, who are unmarried." Weekly Medley, Sept. 13, 1729. 

** We hear a (lately mon^iment will be put up in Weftminftcr 
<' Abbey to the memory of Sir Richard Steele, at the expence 
•* of Sir Robert Walpolc." Britilh Journal, Sept. 20, 1729. 

'* Of this and the ten following letters, nine are undated, and 
it is not eafy to place them in their exa6t order of time. From 
three of them the name of the writer is cut o0; The hand- 
wwting, however, Ihews that this and five others are from Mr. 
M«yricke. Letter CCCLXVIL is in a different hand. 

I fend ' 
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fend you all I have, for I am abundantly filjj* 
plied, aiid think it no trouble; for, believe me, 
it is no trouble atiiU, Coufin, Iii mighty pain 
furely, I have convinced you, Madam, how con- 
formable I can be to your command, fince I 
have left your prefence, where my only quiet 
and repofe dwell. It is true, I might find more 
fafety, but I buy it at a moft extravagant pur* 
chafe. You will, perhaps, draw a charge of a 
very ready ihew of dilbbedience even in my de- 
clar;ation of it, becaufe you have commanded 
me not to love : but, not to love, is not to live ; 
and not to love you, would be death in the worft 
form it can appear in. Do not, my fair unbe«> 
lievcr, urge my crime in this, fince. I would die 
to be obedient to you in any thing ; for it is the 
juft reiolve and conftitution of my mind. If 
my paffion can be recommended by its purity, 
by its religious and heavenly fondnefs, it has 
that, and yet much more, to fay for itfelf, if you 
would hear it. When you meet with any body 
that can love you better, that will more readily 
fubjeft his little life and fortune to your plea- 
fure and inclination, I muft then only learn to be 
xontent from your happinefs, and I muft for 
ever own myfelf in the moft religious rights, and 
greateft teodernefs of my foul, dear Mrs. Steele, 
your moft pafSonately fond admirer, and ever- 
more devoted, Essex M^^ Meyricke*. 

* The name is cut away. 
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LETTER CCCLXIV. Mr. Meyrickb to Mifa 
Stebie, 

Madam, Prufli, Thurfday, Jan. 6, 1730 ♦• 

GOULD I apprehend any danger when I 
conform to your commands, I might have 
teen extremely fenfible of it laft Monday nighty 
when I met about a thoufand coal-pits, with open 
mouths ready to devour me, juft covered over 
with fnow, and, under that difguife of their com- 
pletion, might have enfnared a man much more 
in his fenfes than myfelf. In all thefe threaten- 
ing dangers, my charming Stella diverted my 
thoughts ; and every the greateft fright and fear 
was removed from before my eyes by the pleaf- 
ing idea I had of that lovely creature. Thus, 
Madam, am I thankful for the noble infpiration 
you give my foul of courage and conftancy, 
which will enable me to brave the fury of every 
ftorm I can pdffibly meet with in life. It may, 
indeed, be very inconfiftent with a modern fine 
gentleman, or a lover, before his miftrefs, to 
offer any thankfgiving to the Divine Providence 
for his proted:ion ; but fure it cannot offend the 
good, the pious Mifs Steele. No ; it i& to that 
Infinite, All-wife Being, who trieth the very 
heart, that I pray to Ihew me mercy ; to Him 
let me be inftant in prayer, who fees all things 

* I fuppofe 1729-30. 

R intuitively : 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



24« L E T T E R S T o 

intuitively : and may his influence direfl: and go- 
vern you when it ispoffiblefor your own human 
prudence to fail you ! I am, my lovely creature, 
every way engaged to you ; and furely it cpn- 
cerns you not a little, in the excellency of your 
mind as a good Chriftian, to fupport me a little 
better under my prefent inquietude, and great 
fufpence of happinefs. Oh !^ would you but 
take one view of my foul, and fee the rejoicings 
it has at the pleafure you could give it ! Do, my 
charmer, lay one obligation upon me, which 
every part of my life would be indufti;ipufly 
employed to return. I wifli you would fee with 
what a difinterefted paflion I am yours. But why 
fliould I be thus importunate to a generous 
mind, which has the gift of charity ? I pray the 
Almighty to govern and dired: you in the right 
ufe of it ; and believe me, dear Mifs Steele^ to 
be for ever yours, ^Essex M^^ Meyricke. 
If you cannot fend me fomething to live upon 
here, I muft fee Carmarthen foon ; Jhdil I? 



LETTER CCCLXV. To Mifs Steele *. 

Madam, [undated]. 

IT feems it is in love, as it is in the worfliip of 
the Gods : we are l^ill to fupplicate, ftill to 
pray, though the Deity we adore gives us no pofi- 

* The name is cut from this Letter} but it is Mr. Meyricke's 
hand writing, 
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tive alTurance of mercy, by a gracious appearance 
or promife to us. We are bid, indeed, in one 
cafe, to ** hear Mofes and the prophets;*' but 
fuch are my unhappy circumftances, that I l\ave 
no certain known. rules to. go by; however, 
I fliall keep clofe to the letter of the law, and 
*^ love without ceafing/' Under this uncertain 
flate and perplexity I may, with more juftice 
than the child-bed lady, afk, ** What have I 
*Vdone, ye Gods, to deferve thus ?" Be ftill, O 
my foul ! and pleafe thyfelf with thofe imagi- 
nations, that thy great diftradtions will, fomc 
time or other, have a happy end. The Spec- 
tator has obferved, that *^ to be enamoured 
** with a lady of fenfe and virtue, is an im- 
** provement of the underftanding and morals/* 
I own I have an exceeding good opinion of my 
Governefs ; only I think her difcipline a little too 
rigid and fevere at prefent for my tender na- 
ture I but I hope there will be nothing wanting 
in her iildulgent care, as I am fure there Ihall 
not in my honefl endeavours * 

I wilh you would fuffer It to be argued by my- 
felf or counfel. I will make my regard knowa 
for your perfon by ievery thing that can be done. 
I efteem you too precious' to be bought or fold, 
or I would offer all I have with n frank and 

* Here a few words are purpofcly cut out. 

R 2 honefl: 
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koneft heart, which yduihaii he aequakited witSi 
as foon as you pleafe. My rivals may probably 
be better able to purchafe the pkafant fields of 
Llanguner, which have to many beauties and de- 
lights, that I would wiih you, as a friend, never 
to part with them : but I fain would be the pur* 
chafer of your p^rfon, and i freely bid my life 
and fortune, which 1 ihall never h^ve occafk>Q 
to murmur or repine at, till you declare them 
below your notice. Teach me, oh! infirud 
me, dear Mifs Steele, how to value both, znd^ 
let me live in love and truth eternally yows. 

Yv)ur horfe has prOii^if^^d me the hofiour of a 
vifit to-morrow. 



LETTER CCCLXVI. Mr. Meyricke to Mifs 
Steele, at Mrs. Scurlock's^. This. 

Madam, Prufh, Sunday Morn, Eight o'Clock*. 

ACCORDING to the beft calculation I can 
makcj^ it is; npw a hundred arw} fixteen 
hours, thirteen minutes, and three feconds, &€.• 
fince I left Carmarthen ; a very tedious and me- 
lancholy time, under which, I have been chiefly 
fupported by the parfon of t^e parifh, who i§ 
indeed a good fenfible brown m^n, only a little 
imhappy in his too gre^t rdilh for the very 
thirfty weed of tobacco, and the liquid manu- 
facture of our country, ale. The near approach 

* There is i^ other dace to this Letter. 

of 
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of th^ very fptemn feafon juft at hand, led us 
into converfation fuitable to the occafion ; and^ 
in the progrefs of our difcourfe, he fo well inii- 
nuated himfelf iiito a familiarity with me, that 
he gained the inmoft receffes of my foul, where 
he found fuch gloomy forrow and fadnefs as 
drew his compaffibn, and, I hope, may in time 
deferve yours, or I muft have recourfe to him, 
or fome more Kble and difcreet minifter, for 
ghoftly counfel, &c. The poor man, in the ho- 
nefty of his heart, for the good of religion, and 
to the beft of his capacity, dircded the moft re- 
ligious ufe of my affections, and urged very 
Urong and facred reafons againft ^^ fetting my 
^* heart too much upon the things of this 
** world." jBut fuch is the depravity of nature, 
dear Dodor, I cannot help it. Heaven forgive 
me, if it (ian be my offence to love Mifs Steele 
too much, and punifli me f6r that crime towards 
any othf r lady ! Being at prefent in a good dif- 
pofition of mind to prepare myfelf for the next 
world, I intend, by the afliftance of God, this 
day to anfwer the moft pofitive command of 
Hearen ; and I am perfuaded, in the purity of 
my confcience, that I can give no offence in 
this very folemn afliirance under my hand, 
that I love you above the world, abftraded from 
any views of fortune, but merely on account of 
your agreeable pe^fon, pretty fenfe, moft excel- 
lent temper^ apd very fw^t endowments of 
R 3 good- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



246 L E T T E R S to 

good-nature ifi its primitive fenfe. But if your 
refolutions are unalterable, your inclinations dif- 
ferent from any thing in me, and you can nei- 
ther be. thus charitable or generous as to reward 
fo well-grounded a paffion, I can then greatly 
lament my end lefs misfortune, and refolve never 
more to give trouble, or offence, where I love fo 
•well. But, if you are not very determined to 
the contrary, I Will chearfuUy fervfe in great 
xonftahcyybur owQ time, though naturally as 
impatient a lover as you have met whh. Do 
.hot abfokitely defpife the honeftyand fimplicity 
of this heart ; if you refolve againft it, urge its 
crime in loving too much, and declare your dif- 
like of too fond a hufband. You n^ay mod cer- 
-tainly oblige me fo far, as to make me conform 
to every thing you pleafe ; for L kfiow not how 
it happens, but fo it is, I had much rather be 
your flave, than ckim a fuperiority over any 
lady I ever faw. Your generous temper may, 
perhaps, defpife fo fervile a declaration ; but 
think it is to you only I can fo far refign myfelf. 
Perhaps you may like better to be treated with 
the power and authority of a very hufband. In- 
deed you maystruft yourfelf with any perfon, 
for you have fuch winning engagements as can 
footh and foften the moft contradidtory temper; 
therefore you need not wifh a greater variety of 
choice : lofe as little time as poffible, for your 
joys will be confirmed at a time when other 

people 
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people are to be wiihed into them by their 
friends. You have admirers enough. Mad am j 
to pay you compliments ; but if truths, as di- 
vine and facred as any I have found in good 
books, which I have been converfaljt with thefe 
three days, can recommend what I fay,^ you are 
beyond expreffion dear to me ; and every thing 
you do, and fay, gives me admiration and plea- 
sure, but when you fpeak my death. I have 
been fo very happy as to be fupported by the 
moft ei^faging friendfhip that I have yet met 
with in life, without which I had funk in very 
bitter anguilh of thought long before this day* 
May you be bleffed with all that Heaven can 
fend you ; and believe me to be, from my inmoft 
foul, dear Mifs Steele, yours, as much as pof- 
fible man can be, Essex M^^ Meyricke. 

My nerves. Madam, are exceeding good, for 
my Ihaking hand is only a natural confequencc 
of my aching heart at this jundure. 



LETTER CCCLXVII. To Mifs Steele *, in 
Carmarthen, South Wales. Turn at Gloucefter. 

** /^UT of fight out of mind," is a proverb 

V^ which, on many occafions, might be 

. founded in truth. Mifs Steele, perhaps, at 

, . prefent 

* The name is cut away from this letter, which is in a dif- 
ferent hand-writing from the four which precede, and the two 
R.4 that 
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prefent may beft know wherem it has been Ycri* 
£ed. Give me leave to afilire you, it is not fo 
with me in refpe£t to one who is the very grace 
and ornament of her fkx. 

Permit me, Madam> to fend you this now 
t)nly as the tribute of my wifhes^ where my poor 
fervices in times pail were, or would be now, 
kfs regarded. However, had you thought me 
worthy of that heart, which you keep rcferved 
for fome other, happly you would have found 
me not the leaft faithful, nor the leaftftofible of 
the obligation. But beauty, goodnefs, and good- 
fenfe, fuch as you are the happy miftrefs of, will 
always claim the beft wifhes and good*will of 
the moft uncivili^d and barbarous. But fince 
praife from fome, even to the moft praife-ww- 
thy, will be found unacceptable; myfeif too 
confcidus of the application, I ihall decline the 
unwelcome taik. 

It would be too romantic to tell you into what 

an abyfs of melancholy -f 

• • • • • • • • • fell into on parting 

that follow. It is alfo undated ; but was probably Written ab<iat 
March, 1730, a little before the death of Mrs. Mary Steele, 
which happened at Briftol, of a lingering confumption, April 
18. I am inclined to belieye it to be from Mr. Hlarcourt. In 
a news-paper of the time is the following article : ** April 28, 
** 1730, a marriage is concluded between Mr. Harcoun, a Car- 
** marthenibire gentleman, and the eldeft daughter of Sir Ri* 
** chard Steele." I need not add, this was equally falib with the 
report of her being married to Mr. Philips. Sec Letters 
CCCLXXI. and CCCLXXrV. 
t Some words are here cut away. 

from 
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horn you (Ht^vens forbid the omen !) I hope 
ao prefage of toy iU accident. Why could not 
i^ the moft faithful, though meaneft, of your 
fbrvantSy be permitted to fee you to your jour* 
ney's end ? I could have returned with pleafure 
had i but feed you fafe ; but you thought othore 
wife, and it becomes me to be filent. 

* ^ ••.... 

1 hope her late indifpofition has left her; if 
not, 1 hope no time will be loft towards a fpcedy 
application for the recovery of her health. Her 
Tecurning to the Hot-well, as flie talked of, 
would be the beft refolution Ihe could take. I 
•fed a very fenfible benefit already by thefe wa* 
ters. I would with pleafure meet her half-way, 
covild I but know the time of her coming.; but 
the fear of difobliging a lady of my acquaint- 
ance prevents me in the pleafure of waiting up- 
on her at Carmarthen. Faireft, adieu ! 



LETTER CCCLXVIItt. 



M 



Sir, 

Y time and my thoughts are fo employ- 
ed about my poor fitter (who grows 

worfe 



♦ Several words are here cut away. 

t This is a copy, in Lady Trevor's hand-writing, of a lctt«r 
to feme friend in London. And to whom fo probable as to Mr. 
(afterwards Lord) Trevor, then eminent* in the profeffion of 

die 
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worfe every <Jay), that I could not fooner ac** 
knowledge the favour of your obliging letters. 
I have a true fenfe of what I owe you fot the 
trouble you take in our affairs. I am glad you 
have brought the players * to fuch good terms ; 
and 1 fincerely wilh it may ever be as much in 
my power, as I am fure it will always be in my 
inclination, to Ihew my gratitude to you for the 
many favours and civilities you have conferred 
on my filler, and felf. 

Your kind enquiry relating to Dany-park 
eftate, is another inllance of your friendfliip to 
me ; but you will allow me the liberty to fay, 
that I think the fatisfadion given you fo defici- 
ent, and fo little to the purpofe, that, frdm.this 
moment, I take a refolution to put an abfolute 
flop to that affair. Mr. George Harcourt's 
-pretending to fend to his uncle for the particu- 
lars of an eftate to be fetUed upon him, which I 
was always made to believe was aftually to be 

the law, and whom (he next year married ? Letter CCCLXXI. 
is known to be in i&iJ hand-writing. Neither of them is dated. 
But on the blank leaf of the Lady's fhe has written ^^at will fix 
it within a day or two : 

** March the 25th. Sifter's wafhing 029 

** My own o 2 5 j 

* Sir Richard Steele*s intereft in Drury lane Theatre became, 
after his death, the joint property of his two daughters, and, on 
the death of the younger of them, devolved to Elizabeth the 
elder, who fold it for no inconfiderable fum. But, as if a fata* 
lity attended the byfinefs, the attorney who received, the money 
fbr her ran away with the whole, and ihe never received a penny. 

his 
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his by an old 6ntail, and confequently out of his 
uncle's power to give from him, is fo inconfiftent 
with the account which my, or rather his, 
friends gave me of it, that I can no way account 
for it. There have been {o many impofitions in 
regard to Jiln Lewis Harcourt's eftate deteded, 
that I never repented any thing more, than that 
I was perfuaded to enter at firft into any treaty 
with Mr. George Harcourt. The firft reprc- 
fentations to me were, that all Mr. Lewis Har- 
court's eftate was entailed upon his nephew. In 
fome time after, I was informed there was a 
mortgage of twelve hundred pounds upon his 
eftate, which was a plain difcovery that part of 
his eftate was in his own power ; and I believe 
you are convinced that two hundred pounds a 
year of his eftate is fettled on his daughters. 
Now thefe are impofitions of fo grofs and fliock- 
ing a nature, that they are hardly to be paral- 
leled. When Mr. Harcourt was introduced to 
me by Mrs. Bevan, Mrs. Lloyd of Danyralt, 
and Mr. Sandy (all three my neareft relations), 
they told me he had an eftate of eight hundred 
pounds a year ; that he had a place of feven 
hundred pounds a year, which, with a chance 
of money from his aunt, was fuch a fortune as 
I could not difapprove. The uncommon merit 
of the gentleman was their daily theme : their 
perpetual and importunate folicitations were the 
firft motives that induced me to think of it. 

Convinced 
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Convinced by their reafoning that I might {Mr<l« 
bably be happy iii a change of my condition fe 
much to my advantage^ I fubmitted, and pte* 
ferred their judgement to my own inclination ; 
and things went on accordingly^ when, to my 
great furprize^ I found them very much mif- 
taken in regard to his fortune, Thefe things of 
themfelves are very good and fufiBcient reafons 
for breaking off with Mr, Harcourt : but the 
-melancholy circumftance I have to add is, that, 
ootwithftanding my endeavours, I find it is not 
in my power to have an affc&ion for the gentle- 
man, which a woman ought to have for the per- 
fon Ihe makes choice of for the companion of 
faer life. I did all I could to make him fenfible 
of this when laft in the country. I have an 
dverfion to the thoughts of it, which I can never 
overcome. It does not proceed from any want 
of merit in him ; I think him very deferving; 
but we cannot command our affe&ions ; and I 
flatter myfelf that you, who are my friend, can- 
not find fault with me ; for, if the regard is not 
mutual in marriage, the confequence muft be 
tniferable. I heartily wifti coufin Harcourt all 
the happinefs the ftate can afford in a better 
choice.' I am apprehenfive that my friends at 
Carmarthen, efpecially Mrs. Bevan and Mt. 
Sandy, will be irrecbncileable on this occafion. 
It is very much my inclination to live with my 
telations, for nobody can have a greater tender- 
2 nefs 
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nefs for th^n than I haTe^^ and I propole great 
(atisfadion in continuing with them ; but, if 
they will not receive me, I mufl: be content : I 
hope I am not fo deftitute of friends as to 4^.^ 
fpair of a reception elfewhere. 



LETTER CCCLXIX. To Mifs Steele, This. 

Tuefday Morn. 

I HOPE dear Mifs Steele has enjoyed as 
good reft as I have wiihed her, for I have, 
been awake the whole night in very thought for 
her r^ofe and happinefs. Yefterday's iun was 
the moft tedious that ever fiione; and I can 
icairce live another under the afflidiion you bear*, 
pnlefs you moderate it hy the refined fenfe and 
teafoa you are miftrefs of; which, by abun- 
dance of good- nature, I fear you make more 
iifeftil to your friends than yourfelf : yet, for 
pity fake, let not Mrs, Bevan, whom I muft 
ever value, want any comfort from your per- 
iuafive, healing tongue. Pardon me, I would 
mention nothing but what I hope may concur 
with your fentiments. Do not, my charmer, by 
any means deftroy your health, which is far 
more valuable to me than my life. My heart 

* This letter from Mr. Meyricke is undated ; but probably 
was writteM in May, 1730, a ihort time after the death of Mrs. 
Mary Steele. 

aches 
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aches for you, and longs to tell you its fufFerings. 
I want very much to fee you, and would, if pof? 
fible, more than Ihare your grief. . I could drink 
them tears which ihower down fo fail, the bitter 
afflifiion of my foul; but let me forget that 
there evei: was afflidtion, pain, or forrow, bom 
into the world, and be for ever yours, 

Essex M^*^ Meyricke. 



LETTER CCCLXX. From Mifs Steele*. 

Sir, 

I AM furprized to find you perfift in giving 
yourfelf and me a trouble which I have fo 
often told you would be to no efFedt, As you 
are a gentleman of great merit, 1 wilh you may 
be blefled with the beft and mod agreeable of 
the fex ; bur, for my own part, I am unalterably 
determined never to think of marrying you. 
Therefore I hope juftice to yourfelf will prevail, 
when I make it my requeft, that you will from 
this moment defift from giving yourfelf, your 
friends, or me, any farther trouble on this pcca<- 
fion. I am, Sir, 

♦ It does not appear to whom this undated letter was ad- 
drefled, but probably to Mr,' Meyricke. 
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I^ETTER CCCLXXr, To Mifs Steele*. 

' Dear Miss Steele, 

THE general confirmation I meet with from 
all hands, that you have lately difmiffed a 
gentleman efteemed the neareft your regard, per- 
fiiades me to declare a pafEon which can reft no 
longer unrevealed, or, more properly, unrepeat* 
cd* But the good fenfe 'and difcernment that 
diftinguiflies you from the multitude of your 
fex, will excufe a reprefentation of the tragical 
tales of love : though this cafe is generally re-' 
quired to be as methodically ftated to a fair 
lady, as a cafe of dangerous ill-health is to a 
phyfician. Without farther preamble, Madam, 
my defign is to^ffure you, that you are the lady 
that, from all the laws of love, I have piftured 
in niy imagination moft agreeable : and every 
thing that is to be faid upon this head is, 
** I LOVE you/' But though you wdll objedt, that 
tell almoft every lady the fame ftory ; 1 grant I 
do, thofe I like : fom? have been fo good as to 
believe me, and foften the care and concern that 
the moft unchriftian and unbelieving part of the 
fex hath created. But to none have 1 confefled 
the attradion of my foul fo far, that I would, 

.** This letter, which is undated, except that the year 17*9-30 
occurs in the middle of it, is in the hand-writing of the 
Hon. John (afterwards Lord) Trevor. He married Mifs Steele, 
J^ay 3', 1731. See Letters CCCLXVII. and CCCLXXIV- 

what 
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whnt fliall I fay ? marry them. No; never was 
I fo daring, fo bold in tho 'ghr, till the year 
1729-30, and the 2.)th year of my age, when I 
was fo fortunate, or unfortunate, as you decree, 
to behold the rcfiftlefs charms of the moil en- 
gaging. But of this enough, I wiih I could 
gucfs at what was the luoft prevailing paflion in 
your bread. Give me leave then to confider 
you as a woman with a Ihare and proportion of 
pride, but fo much as is barely ornamental. 
Here vanity will naturally take place, and in- 
cline you to the love of wealth, honour, &c. 
You will then imagine that this comes from a 
blue, green, or red ribband, which is from nei- 
ther. But every thing that is good and great, 
every joy and blifs, will be cofppleat in him, 
when you are in his arms. If fettlements are to 
take place, what I can offer will, I hope, be not 
unequal to your fortune, though inferior to your 
deferts. I wifh Heaven had made me mailer of 
evety thing you deiire, that every inclination of 
yours might be fatisfied. If you arc difpofed to 
think feriouily on this point, there muil be a 
provifion for the younger children, which Pro- 
vidence will not fail, under honeft induftry, to 
blefs us with. This is the firft propofal I have 
ever made, and I may be unacquainted with the 
form 5 in which if 1 have erred, I hope you can 
have goodnefs enough in your heart to forgive 
your lover. But I muft here take the additi- 
onal 
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onal name of fnend, and earneftly exhort. you, 
as it concerns the duty of your religion^ your« 
felf, and all that is dear and near to you» never 
to niarry a man that you cannot unite with even 
in foul. Here is the harmony^ the blifs of a 
married fiate; which I moft fincerely wifh you 
happy in, though it ends in my own ruin. But 
this you are not to hope for, if you would vio- 
late a true paflion with the confideration of 
riches, titles, or fuch glittering toys. The de- 
crees of Heaven are againft you, and cry aloud. 
Revenge I What remains for me is, to afiure 
you, that, without vanit/, I love myfelf exceed- 
ing well, and can heartily love you if ^you will 
do fo too. Begin then to difpofe yourfelf that 
way; confult Heaven, and a(k whether your 
gratitude is not concerned. Arguments may 
be more prevailing from your generous temper, 
if you will ufe them, than any I can offer ; and 
I believe you generous in every thing, but to- 
wards me. No news flicks to me, but of the 
fufFerings of mankind. There is an unhappy 
gentleman, whom I dare not defcribe left you 
fliould difcovcr him, who is feemmgly very reft- 
lefs in mind and temper, feeks amufement and 
diverfion every evening in the feveral theatres gf 
the Hay-market, and Drury-lane, &c. But the 
moft harmonious elegancy of the firft fecms an 
ungrateful difcord ; and even the wit and hu- 
mour, with which your father has fo happily 
furniflied the latter, cannot divert his thoughts 

S in 
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in the abfcnce of his daughter. Who c^n be 
barbarous enough to laugh at misfortunes when 
they themfeives have occafioned them. My 
paflion is too fingular to need a name, or to be 
imputed to any other than the flighted and un- 
happy • POLYDORE *• 



LET, CCCLXXII. Mr. Me yr icke to Mrs. Lt o yd. 

Dear Coufin Lloyd, PoAtvane, Nov. 25, 1730. 

SINCE I have been driven out of Paradife, I 
have long wandered up and down forlorn 
and defoiate : at length have reached Pontvane, 
where my fpirits are animated with a large glafs 
of generous wine to your more generous health, 
and I am juft fupported by jhe delightful cor- 
dial of a healing and honed friendfliip. Hav- 
ing great confidence in John Trelogan, I have 
taken leave to fend you fix dozen of wine^ car- 
riage paid : it is the blulhings of Milford, and^ 
I hope, very good ; but cxcufe me if I recom- 
inend it to be kept warm in ftraw, for it muft 
* not be chilled, or it will lofe its true flavour and 
fp^rrt. It favours fo much of my own temper, 
that I would have it encouraged by a due pro- 
portion of warmth; and, in fimilitude, I am 

' * Mr. Trevor was at this time one of his Ma jetty's jufllcet 
of the grand fcrffions for the^ebunties of Carmartfieny Pembroke, 
and Cardigan $ and was appotmed one of the King's counfcl. 
May 15, 1730. By his interefl Mr. Scurlock, an attorney, v\a3 
made prothonotary of the abovementioned cou&ties in Januaiy 
1729-30. 

bold 
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bold to fay, it will prove vcty good upon trial* 
Ih the great inquietude of my foul, gite me Itavc 
to return to the only fubjed I can think of. Re« 
cdmracnd m^ to t he fp rightly boy Will{am,wh6, 1 
cannot forget, promifed me his guardian care aS 
a Cupid over the hfcart which he only can warm* 
Thou little God, difpofe Her as a reward to thf 
trueft fcrvant ! Were thfc degrefcs of rtiy affec-^ 
tlon lefs engaged, I fhould be lefS troublefome 
but do, dear Madam, indulge fne in comtiio^ii 
with my friend!l to coitiplkin, and favdtif me 
with your wiihes ; Heaven will reward, you for 
it. Oh, I could dwell upon this fubjedE eter- 
nally, but the different paffions of love and de* 
fpair torture me to madnefs ! We are told that 
affliftions are fometimes fent from Heaven to di- 
reft US in our way thither ; I wilh I could bear 
them more calmly* Sight and languiihments 
are my allotment ; but"; 1 thank Heaven, I have 
religion en6ugh to adore the hstnd from whence 
they are fent. Methinks 1 am InterfUpted by 
your fudden appearance in the room, where all 
eafy, good-nacured^ affable fweetnefs, ilands . 
gracefully recommended. Allow me. Madam, 
mod thstnkfully to own the civilities of your 
houfe, which 1 mofllieartily wiih I CbiHd be fo 
happy as to return at London^ Hdlland*houfe, 
or any other air that Ihe could likfe. Sure, I 
could live for ever any where witli het, but no 
where without her ; but, Uving or dying, I (hall 
bo always, in irbe deepeft fenfe gf obligation, 
S a^- dear 
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^car Madam, your mod truly obliged^ afFe&i- 
onate coufin^ and moft obedient humble fervatit, 
Essex M^^ Meyricke, 
Every happinefs attend your little family, 
My fcrvice waits on dear, dear Mrs. Bevan. If 
there was another pen to be had, I would endea* 
vour to fend you a fairer impreffion of my mind> 
always bad, but never, never worfe than this, 
which you have goodnefs enough to excufe. 
You may, in fome meafure, read the diforder of 
my mind in the hurry of my hand. 



LETTER CCCLXXIIL To £• S*; 

ARTLESS believe my vows, my dear ; 
Believe the heart you Ve won,' fincerc ; 
My dcareft life, more generous prove ; 
Be kind, and crown my conftant love ; 
Let Emma's ftory be revived in thee. 
And what ftie was to Henry, be to me ; 
Then Henry's conftancy ftiall yield to mine. 
And Emma's fame fhall be eclips'd by ^ine. 

From J P f. 

LETTER 

♦ Elizabeth Steele. 

t " James Philips, of Penty-park, efq, in the county of Pcm* 
*' broke, to whom Mrs. E. Steele, daughter to the late Sir R. 
** Steele, for whom a duel was lately fought at the Bath," is faid 
to have been married at that place, May 26, 1731, '^ Gent. 
« Mag." vol. I. p. 42» i and in the " Political State" for^hat 
year. In the latter of thefe works Ihe is faid to have had /* a 
** fortune of io,pool." That this intelligence was of the fame 
G6mple£lioa with ;haP mentioned in p. 248, of her marrying 

Mf. 
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L E T T ' E R .CCCLXXIV. 

Sir, 

WE returned your riddle by Mr. Syra- 
mons laft night. We have all gueffed 
at it. The witty Mrs. Aynfton * fays it is a 

Mr. Harcourt, will appear by the following article : " Tucfday 
** morning, John Trevor, efq. youngeft fon of the late Lord 
'< Trevor, was married to Mifs Steele, daughter of the late Sir 
<< Richard Steele, knt. a young lady of fine accompliihmeatSy 
** and very confiderabie fortune." The Univerfal Spectator* 
June 3, 1732. — The degree of confanguinity between Mr. Tre- 
Vor and the Marlborough family Will appear by the following 
extraft from the (ame paper : " On Tuefday the Right Hon. 
*« the Earl of Sunderland was married to Mifs Trevor, the only 
*' daughter of the Right Hon. the Lord Trevor, an agreeable 
** young lady of so,ooq1. fortune. The ceremony was. per« 
** formed at the Lord Trevor's feat at Eaft Bamet." Ibid. May 
»7» "73*- — ^The duel was between Mr. Philips and Mr. Har- 
courts but I find no particulars of it in print.--" If wo fools,'* 
Lady Trevor has been often heard to fay, ** fought a battle for 
** me at Lanfdown j for which reafon I would marry neither of 
''them." By the way, a miftake may here be corre6^ed in 
Collins's Peerage, where Mr. Trevor's marriage is faid to have 
been " May 31, 1731 ;" inftead of " May 30, 1732." 

* Steele's natural-daughter, by a relation of Tonfon the book- 
feller. She was a great favourite with her father i and, by every 
reprefcntation we have heard, very defcrvedlyTo. Steele had 
bellowed on her a moft accomplifhed education, and had once 
thought of givittg her in marriage to Richard Savage, the illegi- 
timate, unfortunate, imprudent, and vicious fon of Lord Rivers, 
with a fortune of a thoufand pounds. But the ingratitude add 
ill-condu£t of this profligate man, alienated the afifeftion of his 
zealous and difinterefted benefa£lor ; and, it may be, fome diflike 
on the part of the Lady herfelf concurred with the untoward 
circumftances of her father, toi^uftrate efle6^ually this generous 
purpofe. I fhali only add here, that hct name was Elizabeth, 
, S3- the 
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fighting-eock I the ingenious Mrs. Bevans ealls it 
a cock-fight ; the learned Mrs. Harris pronounces 
it a bee ; but I^ who have more fenfe than ei» 
ther of them^ am very pofitive that it is the geni 
tieman-ujbir of the black rod. They exult might- 
ily in their great fkili ; but I do not doubt but 
th^t yoH are pf th^ ivnt mind with y9Uf Imjfal^ 

CCCLXXV. 

Addreiled to a YoUNp Lady * who had beei^ 
ahfcnt from Homp, By Mp. Avnston t- 

WELCOME, dear Nymph, thrice welcpnje to 
yopr home. 
Your tender brothers joy to fee you come j 

■■■■ ' ■ The, 

the &me as t(iat of her eld^ft legitiip^te fitle^ , which may have 
occaiione^ ibme ambiguity in tbe repgrts of their Tarious hiftoi 
ries. In the following pages v^p flight fpeciniens of Mrs. Ayn^ 
iion'8 poetry will b^ igiven, \yith a more particular account of 
hf r» coipniunifated t^y \stx grandfon. 

' ^ Thefe \'\^t% were written to Mift Tonfon, afterwards %lk% 
Udv of Sir William Baker. 

' f See' Letter CCCLXXIV.— Sir Richar^, fpc||i after fiis roar* 
ri^ge with Mifs Scurlock, ciefired, if ^e ^as not engaged, the 
would accompany him on a viilt he intended making in the aftar* 
noon. The carriage wi|s ordered, and, v^ithpvt acquainting hia 
wife \o whp(p t|}e vifip was dcfigned, they drove to a boarding* 
fi^hopl if) the environs of London, where they flighted, and pre- 
fcptly a young Ijidy nude her ^ppearanc^ , to wboin Sfeelc (bewc^ 
ibjB grcatcfj fond^efsriniqnjuch tha^ hjs wjfe a|ked bjn^t !*if the 
•< child was his \** On his acjinowledging tli^t fiif wfs j •' tjien,- 
faid the Lady, " I beg (he may )y mine too.,*' She was accord- 
ingly taken homci apd tr^ted f s their pwn ^ but^ by die order 
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They joy to fee your charms by health rcnew'd ; 
Which fprightly charms, no doubt, have hearts fub- 

dued : 
But, if you *ve brought them back your own dear heart. 
Unhurt, and unfubdued by Cupid's dart, 
Let them figh on, nor once regard their moan. 
Till one produces merit like your own. 
But that indecd's a fentence too fevere ; 
For where can matchlefs merit find a peer ? 
Let him at leaft complain, till you can find 
Good-fenfe, good- nature, and good-manners join'd. 

of the mfftnefs of the family, Ihe was called Mifs OusLEY. In 
proceTs of time (be became the compaDioo of their eUled daughter, 
Mifs E. Steele, who, piqued at the attention paid by her father 
and mother to Mifs Oufley, could not help (hewing it now and 
then in her behaviour to hav companion ; which was the reafon 
flic afterward gave for marrying a Mr. Aynfton, a worthy, jre- 
Ipe&able man, who lived on a little patrimony at Amely near 
Hereford, and was concerned in a gIove-manufa£tory there. 
Though this marriage was with the approbation of Sir Richard, 
Mr. Ayndon was not by any means a man whofe education 
and (ituation in life was likely to be the choice of a young woman 
bred up as mITs Oufley had been ; yet, in point of circunidancet, 
much more fo than if (he. had become the wife of Savage. Whe* 
ther the reafon alligned for marrying Mr. Aynfton were real or 
imaginary, may be doubted, for Mifs Steele never fpoke of it 
without feeming to ridicule it, nor mentioned her hu(band 
without evident mark of diflike. To her liQer ibe con- 
tinued every poflible token of friend(hip and tenderoefs after 
Sir Richard's death ; and Mrs. Ayndon conflantly fpent a few 
months with her every year. During one of thefe vifits to her in 
London (he unfortunately died almoft fuddenly. But her friend's 
s:egard ended not here; Mrs. Aynllon left an only daughter, 
whom Lady Trevor had taken under her prote£tion fome time be- 
fore the mother's death, j^nd who continued the infepamble com- 
panion and intimate friend of her benefa£trefs to the U(k moment 
of her Lady(hip's life. 

S 4 When 
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When fuch a youth you meet, prointious be^ 
May fuch* and only fuch,- be bleft with thee ! 
Adieu, dear Nymph ! May Heaven fhy choice direft f 
Believe my wjflies flow from true refpcft; 



CCCLXXVI. 



On receiving an Invitation from a Young Lady^ 
to viiit her in the Country. By the Sam^» 

ENJOY, dear Nympli, thy fweet retreat^ 
Nor think ©f one forlorn, 
Whofe pleafure yet was ne'er complesit ; 
She *s not for pleafure bom. 

Btit, fince you condefcend to fey 

*Twill adcj to your delight, 
rU wiih the tedious hours away^ 

And Ipng for Wednefday night j 

When^to that fweet retreat Til fly 
. Gladly to meet my dear, 
Her friendftiip undifturbVl enjoy, 
And tell her all my care. 

For (he is home, and Kitty f too, 

TiU Amelyf I find; '- 
Therefore, my deareft girl, adiei^ 

And bear me Hill in mind. 

* Mrs. Aynfton's daughter, afterwards Mrs. Thomas. Sec 
p. 263. 

t Near Hereford, Mrs. Aynflon's place of refidcncc. 
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i^ND FILOM Hiss STEELE. 265^ 

CCCLXXVII. 

To the QUEfeN's Moft Excellent MajeftyS 

The Humble Petition of Charles Qlldon, 

Sheweth, Z^7^7\l 

THAT your Petitioner has,, by an unhappy 
miftake, and not by any malicious dcfign 

againfl 

* This petition, in behalf of a brother Author under profecution 
for a libel, is in Steele's hand- writing. The pamphlet alluded 
to bias never fallen within our notice; but the date may be 
pretty nearly afcertaincd by a reference to the Jqurnals of the 
floufe of Commons, for March 1705-6, vol. XV. p. 189 ; antf 
the circumftances of the ** high offence" are thus illuftrated by 
Macpherfon : 'f Though the remaining part of the feffioo waa 
*' diftinguifhed with no bu^nefs of iiqportance, the animofities be- 
^* tween the two parties filled every debate with altercation and 
^ notfe. The people without doors were not difinterefted fpe6^a^ 
** tors of the tranfafiHonb within. They were roufed with libeU 
^* and pamphlets^ which zealots, on both (kles, poured daily from 
" the prefs ; and they fulTered ihemfelves, as ufua), to be deceived 
f* by the defigning, or inftamed by the violeni and weak. Among 
f' the publications concerning the propofed infitation of the pre- 
** fumptive heir of the crown to England, one commanded the at- 
" tendon and incurred the ccnfnre of parliament. Sir Rowland 
ff Gwynn, a bufy, felfifh, forward, and intriguing man ; violent 
** in his principles, fuf|Mciou8 through weaknefs, deceiving others* 
f^ and, perhaps, deceived htmfelf, by feeing obj?£l:s through tho 
f^ muddy medium of a clouded imderftanding, had repaired to the 
*' court of Hanover to gain the favojxr of the elcffcoral family, by 
** alarming their fears concerning the fuccefiion of the Ifritifli 
** crowns. Upon the fubje£^ of the invitation to the Princefs So- 
" phia, Gwynn wrote a letter to the Earl of Stamford, whkh 
*^ found its way to the prefs. This ilUworded, unmeaning, and 
** confufed performance, though it feemed to approve of the prin* 
i* ciples of the WhIgSj feverely cenfared that pmy for refufing 

«• the^ 
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againft the happincfs and quiet of your Majefty*« 

government, been concerned in publilhing a 

pantphlet, called, **SirR.Gwynn's *Letter/'.&c. 

That your Petitioner -f* has had a liberal edu« 

cation 

'' their eoofent to the propofed in?iution of the Princefs Sophia 
^ into England. The Commoiis, on the eighth of Mareh, voted 
** GwynD's Letter a fcandalous, falfe, and malicious libel. The 
^* Lords concurred With them in an addrefs, upon this occaiion, to 
^ the Queen i who replied^ * that^ being fully feniible of the per* ' 
** nicious tendency of the paper which they had cenfured, Vhe 
<* would comply with their requeft, «Bd give orders to profecute 
** the printer and author.** Hift. of Great-Britain, fub ann,*i705. 

* Sir Rowland Gwyni^ had been one of the repr«fpnutives for. 
Beeralfton in two parliaments during th^ reign of King Wil* 
liam III. 

t Charles Giidon was bom and educated «t Gillioghamy near 
Shafrefbury, Dorfetihire. Richard> his father, who was of the 
Society of Gray*s Inn, and a cealous Roman Catholic, dyipg> 
when his fon was but nine years old, Charles was fent by hi» 
relations to the Engliih college at Douay, in order to be made » 
prieft; but, quitting the fuperftitions of the church of Rom« 
(from convi£lion, as he hirofelf faid, on reading a Difcourfe by* 
I)r. Tillotfon on Tranfubftantiation), ran into the esptremes oi 
In fidelity 'and Deifro. He was author of feveral dran^atic pieces, 
moil of which were unfuccefsful ; and of fome poetical and other 
performances. He has been ranked among the Deifticai Writers, 
from having ulhered into the world ** The Oracles of Reafon,*' 
written by Charles Blount, efq. and publilhed by Mr. Giidon 
in 1693, after that author's unhappy end, with a pompous elo* 
gium, and a preface in defence of felf* murder. He was atttr* 
ward, as Dr. Leland candidly obferves (View of Deifiical 
Writers, vol. I. p. 43.), " convinced of his error; of which he 
<* gave a remarkable proof in a good book, which he publiihcd 
''in 1705, intituled, * The Deift's Manual $* the grrateft part 
^ of which is taken up in vindicating the do^rines of the exiil"> 
** ence and attributes of God, his providence and government of 
f the world, the immortality of the foul, and a future ftate." — Wc 
are told, in the notes on the Dunciad, that ** he lignaltzed him* 

«'fidf 
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cation and fortune, and expe&s this term a fen- 
tence worfe than death * fer the fame : 

That he is under the greateft forrow and con- 
trition for this his high offence againft fo good 
and gracious a Queen ; and fliall hereafter ab- 
hor and avoid all licence in fpeech and writing 
unbefitting a quiet, humble, and peaceable fub- 

jea- 

Your Petitioner, therefore, moft Jiumbly 
prays, &c. -fr 

LETTER CCCLKXVIII. 
Mrs, Mary Scurlqck to her MpxHER, 
Pear Madam, [undated J], 

BY a letter I had from Coufin Betty Scur- 
Ipck, 1 find you arc refolved to winter in 

Wales, 

•* frlf as 9 critip, having written fomc very bad plays ; abufed 
*• Mr. Pope very fcandaloufly in an anonymous pamphlet of the 
** Life of Mr. Wycherley, printed by Curll j in another, called 
" The New ftehearfal ;* in a third, intituled, * The Complete 
f* Jirt of ^ngliiji Poetry,' in tworolumpS} and others." Ho 
^ied January 12, i7*3-4- 

'** He had been tried' at Guildhall, Feb, 14, 1706-7, and 
found guilty { aad received fentcDC^, May 171 to pay lool. fine. 

f This petition, and the feven following articles, were commu* 
picated too late to come into their proper order of time. 

^ From circumflances it muft have been written on or about 
^ ug. 1 6, 1 707. It is addrefled, *' This— For Mrs. Scujriock, at her 
*/ t'Oflg'mgs inCarmartheniSou^hWales."— It cannot have efcaped 
the notice of an attentive reader, that Mrs« Mary Scuriock fopn 
inade up her own niind on the fabje^k of marrying Steele ; aad 
\t does 'not appear that (ler determination was Jefs peremptory 
for having been expeditious. To facilitate her fixed puipofe, 

and 
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Wales, which is the caufe of this fpeed in my 
writing, having kept a fecret from you, through 
f«ar that a letter might (by the ufual impertinent 
coriofity of people) make a difcovery of what is 
proper for your own ear only, and not to divert 
aoy in that tattling place where that wretched 
impudence H. O. reforts, who (left we ihould 
think God had not wholly forfaken him), bad 
the boldnefs to fend me a letter, wbiph I bad 
the very laft poft. I tore it without once read-, 
ing it, he being beneath my fcornful laugh. 

But the matter in hand is this. Your frequent 
declarations of your earneft wilhes that I might 
happily pleafe you in obliging myfelf by nly 
choice of a companion for life, has emboldened 
me, now fate has put it in my power, to give fo 
far encouragement as to promife fpcedy mar- 
riage upon condition of your confent, which I 
do not queftion having, when I tell you I not 
only make ufe of the moft weighing tonfidera- 
tion I am miftrefs of, but alfo hope my inclina- 
tk(m is the diteftion of Providence, whofe guid- 
ance, in every particular of this nice affair more 
particularly, I ceafe not to implore continually. 
\ cannot recommend the perfon to you as hav- 
ing a great eftate, titlcy &c. which are generally 

and fruftrate all oppoficion, ilie (eems to have fubftituted this 
Jcrtcr inftead of the letters written by Steele, containing the 
ilatenient of his circumftances. Sec. publilhed pp.' 17 and 24; 
and, having a^ualiy married in tl>e mean while> ihe waited pa- 
tiently for her mother's confent* 

a parent's 
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i parent's chief care ; but he has a competency 
in worldly goods to make eafy, with a mind fo 
richly adorned as to exceed an equivalent to the 
greateft eftate in the world, in my opinion : ia 
ihort, his perfon is what I like; his temper is. 
what I am fure will make you,, as well as myfelf^ 
perfedly happy, if the refpedl of a lover, with 
the tender fondnefs of a dutiful fon, can make 
you fo; and, for his underftanding and morals, 
I refer you to his " Chriftian Hero *,*' which I 
remember you feemed to approve. By this I 
believe you know his name ; but, left memory 
may not befriend me, it is the furvivor of the 
perfon -f* to whofe funeral I went in my illnefs. 
Enquiries about him, any farther than I have 
made, are altogether needlefs/for I am fully fa- 
tisfied, and do not queftion but you will be fo 
when bufinefs will permit you to be an eye-wit- 
nefs and partaker of my happinefs. In the mean 
time, what I defire is, your confent and blefEng 
to my putting it out of my power to delay, and 
fo perhaps to lofe, my fir ft and only inclination; 
fpr I Ihall never meet with a. profpeft of happi^^ 
nefs if this Ihould vjtoiih* You doubtlefs won- 
der at the affurance of my ftyle, for really I do 
myfelf ; but then,, if you confider the neceffity 
of it, it will palliate the boldnefs. For, firft, the 

♦ See p. 279» 

t We no where find the name of Steele'^ firft wife, nor the 
time of her nnarriage^ 

2 diftance 
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diftance between us is fo great, that the fpeediell 
anfwer to a letter terminates an age of days 5 
then the conftant vifits, in the form fit for a lo- 
ver, make a mighty noife in an idle, prying 
neighbourhood ; (0 will caufe the uneaiinefs of 
an endlefs nine days wonder, as they call it. But 
the main matter of all, fince Flate I believe has 
ordained him mine, is the riegleft of his bufinefs, 
which his coming in the manner he does muft 
caufe. 1 hefe confiderations, wiUi feveral more 
when known, though now too tedious to write^ 
will, I hope, leffen the cenfure this comprehen* 
five letter may at firft fight caufe. 

There is nothing I fliould more defire than 
your prefcnce at the giving my hand, with that 
part of my heart you can fpare : but the misfor- 
tune of your lamenefs, if you were here, would 
deny me that happinefs, unlefs public doings 
were intended, which is what I abhor; info* 
much, if you confent to my changing the name of 
lover for hulband, it fliall not be in the power of 
the town to more than guefs there may be fucb 
a thing, until your affairs will permit you ta 
come and be a witnefs to our manner of Kving 
and appearing in the world, which God Al- 
mighty direft us in the way of, and alfo * . . 
. . • • this letter to your dutiful MoHy ; 
• .-•.... there being no room 
for long confid^ration , . . • ' ^ * ^ 4 
underftood. ' • 

• Thit origmal is here accMentally toni.- 

A FRAY Eft, 
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CCCLXXIX. 

A PRAYER*, written by STEELE, 
foon after his Marriage to his Second Wife. 

OH, Almighty Lord God, who haft been 
pleafed, out of thy righteous mercy an4 
careful providence, to place us two in the ftatc 
of marriage, according to thy own inftitution 
and guidance of the firft mortals; grant, we 
befeech Thee, that we may live in that ilate with 
"mutual love, and endeavour to accommodate 
ourfelyes to each other's juft defires and fatisfac- 
tions ; that we may be a mutual help in all the 
viciffitudes of life through which Thou haft de- 
iighed us to pafs, in fuch manner as we may 
contribute to each other's virtue in this world, 
and falvatlon in that which is to come. Pro- 
ted us^ oh Lord moft mighty; blefs us, oh 
merciful Father ; and redeem us, oh holy Sa- 
viour, Guard our paths from error, and keep 
our eyes from introducing wandering defires; 
but grant fuch peace and tranquillity of mind, 
and fuch a fteady courfe of virtue and piety, 
that we may be at thy altar never-failing com^ ^ 
municants; and, by a worthy receipt of the 
elements reprefenting thy meritorious paffion, 
we may through that be partakers of eternal 

* This inftancc of our AutHor's piety is offered to the reader 
without ooe word by way of commi;Dt« 

life; 
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life ; which permit us to befeech of Thee in the 
words which thou haft taught us : 

'* Our Father, which art in Heaven : hal- 
'^ lowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
** Thy will be done in esirth, as it is in Heaven. 
** Give us this day our daily bread. And for- 
** give us our trefpaffcs, as we forgive them that 
" trefpafs againft us. And lead us not into 
^* temptation ; but deliver us from evil : for 
** thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
^* glory, for ever and ever. Amen/^ 



»> 



COCLXXX. Mrs. Steele to her Hufband* 

AH ! Dick Steele, that I were furc 
Your love, like mine, would ftill endure ; 
That time nor abfence, which deftroys 
The cares of lovers, and their joys, 
May never rob me of that part 
Which you have given of your heart : 
Others unenvy'd may poflefs 
Whatever they -think happineis. 
Grant this, O God, my great rcqueft ; 
In his dear arms may I for ever reft i 
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LETTER CCCLXXXL (A Fragment*.) 

.,.•.*• Mrs. Prichard juft now 
tells me, wc have crowned Charles King of Spain 
at Madrid, and all Spain fubmits to him. She 
gives her fervicc to you. Give mine to all 
friends. I fliall be glad to hear what part Mrs. 
Oakley has in what my aunt Oakley has left 
her brother who is dead. 

Moll Pugh gives you her fervice. She knows 
not how ihe has difobliged, that you do fo M?- 
dam her. She is very bufy with the ftill, and 
many other matters. .« 

For the teeth, take half-a-pint of claret, a 
pennyworth of myrrh, and maftick in powder, 
one top of rofemary, half a nutmeg cut. Boil 
them all together ; then put in a fmall bit of 
alum. 



I 



LETTER CCCLXXXlIt. 
Mr, Steele to Lord . 

My Lord, 
HAVE for fome time, according to the 
duty of my ftation ;};, taken very particular 

notice 

* This fmall fragment, in the hand-writing of Mrs. Steele, is 
undated ; but was probably written in 0£bober 1710. 

t This letter is without date ; nor does it appear certainly to 
what Lord it was addrefTed, though moil probably it was writtea 
to Lord Halifax* 

t The ftation Steele fpeaks of was what he elfewhere calls 
T « that 
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notice of what reception the Gazettes and 
other papers have among the readers of thofe 
weekly hiHories, in order to raife the value 
of the paper written by authority,* and leflen 
the efteem of the reft among the generality of 
the people ; which I am almoft confident to ef- 
feft, if I may prefume upon the following aC- 
fiftances * : 



.. I 11 1"" 

LETTER CCCLXXXia 

Mr. Steele to Mrs. Manley f. 

Ma»am, [Sept. 6, 1709.} 

I HAVE received a letter from you, where- 
in ypu tax me, as if I were Bickerftaff/ 

with 

that of " the lowcft Minifter of State, the office of Gazetteer; 
** where he worked faithfully according to order, without ever 
'' erring againd the rule obferved by all MiniAries, to keep that 
<< paper very innocent and very infipid. It is believed/' he 
adds, '' it was to the reproaches he heard every Gazette-day 
*' againft the writer of it, that he owed the fortitude of being 
<< remarkably negligent of what people fay, which he does no( 
*< deferve." Apology, p. 297. 

* Here the letter breaks oflF abruptly. 

t This letter, which- is printed herefrom Steele's auto- 
graph, has no date ; but in the imperfe^ copy of it pubiiihed 
by Mrs. Manley, in her ** Memoirs of Europe towards the 
*' Clofe of the Eighth Century," dedicated to Isaac Bicker* 
STAFF, efi}. it is dated Stpt. 6, 1709. Mrs. Manley affirms 
that ihe tranfcribed the letter Viriatim ; but it appears, from 
comparing her tranfcript with the original, that ihe thought pro* 
per to omit the two paragraphs relative to what had happened 
between Steele and her, and his refufal of a certain fum of 

money 
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wkh falling up^A yotii «i wtfecrf of " AtalatitU/^ 
mid the peiffoa whu^ honouifed me with a ch%^ 
radfcer in that celebrated piece. What has hliip- 
pened formerly between ui can be of no ufe to 
cither to repeat. I folemly affure you, you 
wrong me iii tHis^ as much as you know ydu do 
iti pA\ elfe you have been plea&d to fay of me. 
I had not money when you did me the favour 
to aik a loan of a trifling fum of me. I had the 
greateil fenfef imaginable of the kind notice you 
gave me when I was going on to my ruin * ; and 
am fo'far from retaining an inclination to re- 
venge the inhumanity with which you have 
treated me, that I give myfelf a fatisfaiftion in 
that you have canceled' with injuries a friehd- 
ifliip f , which I fliould never Have been abl^ to 

money which ihe had a^ed in loan ; and alA> to change the em* 
pbaiical word " kindnefles" to " ferviccs.'* A note on the 
JNe'VU Tatler, ^^ 65, to which the cnripus reader is referred, 
throws much light 01^ this letter. Stc* ifitv Tatler. vol. II. 
N^ 63, p. 321. Jt is at prefei^t fufficient to ftiention, that her 
friend Dr. Swift was the real author of the two mofl mighty 
Tatlers to which Mrs. Manley refers in her furious dedi- 
cation of the hook abovementioned. Steele difaYowed thtm. 
with great truth, and with ^dmirab^ magnanimity concealed 
the real writer to the lafl, though beyond meafure ptovoked to 
the difcovery of thefe and fome other obnoxious papers, pro* 
du^ions of the fame pen. 

* A goqd turn is given to this circumftance by Mn« Manley* 
in vol. II. p. 458, 

t It is- but juilice to add, that Steels was afterwards re<^ 
coBciled to Mrs. Manlby, who made him a handfome apo* 
l<^y in 1 717* in a letter which may be fetiv in the fecond vo*' 
lume/p. 45^. 

T z ' return. 
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netijrai This will convince you how little I kih 
ao iograte ; for I believe yon will allow, no one. 
that is fq oiean as to be forg^ul of kindhefies^ 
ever fails ia jretryrping iDJuries. As for the 
verfes youqqqte of niinef *, diey are ftill iny opi» 
oion I and yojur fex, as. well as your quality of 
2| gentlewoman (a juftice ydu would not do my; 
birth and educa^idp)^ Ihall dlways preferve you; 
againft , t he pen of ^ your ^provoked iQoi]t bumblf 
fervant, RitH. Steele, 

.LETTER CCCLXXXI^i*. : 

• - TO Mrs. MARt Steele, 
' The tender mothet, 
.The fond wife^ 
' ' The prudent nviftfef^, 

1 he frugal houfekeepef , . 
The chearful companion. 
The happy Have to 
Her powerful hufband, 

Richard SfESLs^ 

X 

.^ The Verfes of STE1U.E here alluded to, according to Mr», 
Maul fey 'frar count of tfacm, are at follows : 

** Agaioft a woman's wic 'tis full as low« 
'< Your malice. as your bravery to iliew.** 
f This infcriptivc cpiftle feems to .hare been Steele's fii^ 
thought for a dedication to his "-Lady's Library," He after- 
wards elegantly enlarged it, in an admirable letter, which ift 
printed in the fecond volume, p. 419. In the *< Theatre^'' N* 
Xli. Steele laments the lofs of her as the b^ft woman that crer 
man had, and faysy^that ihe frequently kroented and pined at 
his neglefi: of himfelf. 

A D D I- 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES. 



P. 24. Letter XXV. is mtf-djref^ed ; and ibould bt addrefled 
** To Mrs Steele." Sc^, on this head, a corre^Vion in p. jj*— 
Letter XXVI. is dircaed f« To Mri. Scurlock, an her Lodgiog*, 
*« Carmarthen, South Wales. ^ Mrs. ScuHock the younger, af- 
l^rward? Lady Steele, appears to have been coy, rather a prude^ 
and unwilling to let it be known fhat Steele did not fue her lady* 
ihip long time in vain. She certainty was d*firou$ to prolong the 
time of the courtihip« which Vas wondrous (hojrt, not exceeding, 
fo far as I can find, tlie fpate of oiHjhori month. Let it however 
be remembered, that this Aifdainful, capricious beau.ty was be* 
lieged by a mailer of the ait of love, and at the time, as (he tef^i* 
fies, as agree^bhe and pleafani m mm 41s any in England, Sec 
p. 26^. 

P. 30, 3i« All the letters in thefe two pages il^uld have been 
direfted « To Mrs. Steele ;?' and Letter XXXVZII. is, « To 
f* Mrs. Steele, at Mrs. Scurlock-s, lail houfe, right hand, in 
f * Swallow Street.*' 

P. 35. Letter XXXIV. is dircSeet "To Mrs. gtecic, at her 
** houfe, third doojt' from German Street, left handi in Berry 
<* Street." ' 

P. 44. Letter LXI. is addrefled '« To Mrs. gteple, at her* 
** houfe in The fTick, near Hampton Qonrt." Steele was ftill at 
this houfe " Apsil 7, 171 1 ;" when he addreifed Lord Haiifaic 
^* from the Hovel at Hampton Wick." This adds fome degree 
of i:redibility to the relation given by Vi£lor ; and make;; it pro- 
bable, that when Stjeele fays, in one of thefe letters (p. 46), 
that he had paid Addifon his xoool. he might mean that be had 
given him a bond and judgment on that houfe and its furniture, 
as his fecurity for the payment of it ; it may be in a twelvpmonth ; 
and pofTibly Addifon might wait for tlireeor four ye^rs before he 
entered up ^s execution. . «. 

P. 49. Letter LXIX. is direftcd "To Mrs- Steele,. at her 
** houfe in Hampton 'Wick, with ten- pounds, carriage paid is." 

P. 57. Letter -LXXXIV. is dinpaed ♦•ToiMrSi S^eel?, ^t 
** Mrs. HardpeiTe's houfe, in Kenfmgtpn Square." . 

T3 ; ' P.83» 
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178 ADDITJONALNOTES. 

P. 83» laft note, for ** firft child" read << fecond child.'* 

P. 90. Prince Eugene, who was at Coart in Jannary i7it*it» 
honoured Steele about that time by fiandmg godfather to his fe- 
cond Ibq; Eugene, See p^ ^22. 

P. 99. Letter CLXXVII. feems to allude to his refignation 
of the place of a Commiffioner of the Stamp-office, fee vol. If. 
p. J71. It was juft bfter this period thai Addifon faid of him, 
Vk a letter to Mr^ Hughes (O^. is, 1711)1 '* I am in a thoufand 
** troubles for p<f9r Dick, and wifli that his seal for th« pqbli^k 
^ may not be rtiinous to himfelf ; but he has lent me wordf thai 
4' he if determined to g6 on ; and that any advice I can gi? e bioi 
** in this particular will have no weight with him.^' Mr. Addi^ 
ibd, as the event fliewed, wa^too trve a prophet. 

P. 104, note, 1. 7, rcad« ** Mr. AuditoiyF<>l^» Mr. Auditov 
^ Haricy,^ &c. — Mr. Pipe, in a letter to &ngreve, March 19, 
I7i3-U» fays, ** Yefterday Mr. Stale's affair was decided* I 
** am forry I can be of no other o^ion than you, aa to his 
** whole carriage and writings o# lite. But certainly he has not 
** only been puniihed by others, but ibffered much even from his 
** own party, is the point of ehara6^er, nor (I believe) received 
* any amends in that of intereft, as yet; whatever may be his 
^ profpef^s in future. This genrleman, amongathoufaud other»> 
** is a great inftance of the fau of all who are carried away by 
^ party-fpirit, of any fide/ 1 wilh all violence may fuitceed as 
** HI ; but am really amazed that fo mueh^ that four and per* 
^ nieious quality Ihonld be joined with fu much natural good* 
« humour as I think Mr. Steele is pofTelTed of. •'—in "The Poft- 
^ Boy," April 17, 1714, Js advertifed as}ull publiihed, <* John 
^ Dennis the iheltering Poet's Invitation to R, Steele, the ex« 
•* eluded Party^Writer and Member, to come and live with him 
^ in The Mint. In Imitation of Horace, Ep. Y. Lib. I. Price 
'< 3d. Fit to be bound up with the CriHs/' This is preftrved 
in the " Supplement to Swift's Works.*' 

P. 123. Ini7i6 Steele was appointed one of the,Commif8oners 
for enquiring into the eft^tes forfeited by the then late rebeUioo 
in Scotland. This carried him into that part of the united king- 
dom, where, how unwelcome a gueil foever he m^ht be to th^ 
generality, yet he received from feveral of the nobility and gen- 
try the moft difiinguiihing marks of refpe^ib, infomuch that he 
began to tttm his thoughts upon the much-to-be deitred, but 
hopelefs, projeA of perfecting the Union beuveen the two king* 

dwns. 
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dbms, by extending it to the policy of Church as vrell as State. 
In this view he had frequent converfations with ibme of the 
Prefbyterian Minifters concerning the reftoration of Epifcopacy^ 
the ancient church •>goVerninent of that nation { and often la- 
mented this dividon in the eccleHadical adtniniftrationy which 
llill fenres to maintain a kind of alienation between the people. 
Sir Riehard wiihed well to the intereds of Religion ; and as he 
imagined that Union would promote it, he had fome thoughts of 
propoting it at Court ; but that, as was likely^ proved abortive. 
^^^Among thefe Scotch Miniflers was one Hart, with whom Sir 
Richard commenced a friendlhipy and afterwards honoured him 
Vrith his correfpondei^f e. This Hart he uie to ftile ** the Hang- 
'' man of the Crofpei ;*' for though he was a facetious, good* 
featured man, yet he had fallen into a peculiar way of preaching 
what he called " the Terrors of the LslW," and denounced ana- 
themas from the pulpit without refer ve. — ^Our Knight alfo, dur- 
ing his ftay in Scotland, indulged his genius in fcarching into 
the humours of low life ; in which view he prepared a fplendid 
feaft at Edinburgh, and ordered his (ervants to pick up ail the 
beggars and poor people they louid find in the ftreets for their 
guefts. The fervants obeyed, and Sir Richiu-d ibon (aw himfelf 
at the head of forty or fifty beggars, together with fome poor de- 
cayed tradefmen* After dinner he plied them with punch and 
wine; and when the frolic was ended, he declared, that bcfides 
the pleafure of filling Co many empty bellies, he had learned hu- 
mour enough to make a good Comedy. (Shiels's Lives of the 
Poets, vol. IV. p. 1 18.) 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUMiU 
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